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      Minutes of February 3, 2010 Meeting 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:36 pm in Room 213 by Chairman McDonald. 

 

Present were Chairman McDonald, Vice Chairman Jewett, Commissioners Kemp (Clerk), Cavers, 

Monro, Raleigh, Schoudel, Sparkman, Wallace, and Ex-Officio Member Price (Harbormaster).  

Commissioner Strauss was absent. 

 

Also attending the meeting was Jeff Eng, Dockmaster, Noroton Yacht Club. 

 

The minutes of the December 2, 2009 Meeting were reviewed and approved. 

 

Chairman’s Report 

 

Chairman McDonald reported on activities on behalf of the Commission since the last meeting.  He: 

 

- introduced new member, Bill Cavers, who was welcomed to service on the Commission 

- distributed a notice of a Paddle Smart seminar on March 20 at the CT Fire Academy, Windsor 

Locks, CT.  Commissioner Jewett agreed to advise the Boat Club of this activity 

- described the FEMA project to update flood insurance study and mapping.  A copy of the letter 

from FEMA to the First Selectman is attached 

- described an EPA report titled “Climate Ready Estuaries” which is available on request 

- provided an update on the CT Harbor Management Association meeting of January 23, with 

emphasis on the protection of Winter Flounder, a CT resident fish that is endangered by dredging 

operations 

- advised of the next Long Island Sound Council meeting, on March 29 in New Haven.   

Commissioner Wallace expressed interest in attending this meeting as Darien’s representative. 

- provided an update on the DEP regulations concerning the Clean Water Act, with reference to 

publications from the Indian Harbor Yacht Club.  It is anticipated that a draft of the environmental 

impact statement for Darien would include some of this language. 

- Commissioner Raleigh agreed to represent Darien at the March 11 meeting of the Citizens 

Advisory Committee of the Long Island Sound Study in New York City. 

 

 



 

 

Harbor Master’s Report 

Harbor Master Price reported that there was negligible activity in the harbor at this time of year, and that 

matters were in order. 

 

The Harbor Master announced that he would retire as of June 30, after 20 years of service.   He has 

notified the First Selectman of this, and requested that a search for his replacement be undertaken. 

 

The Commission congratulated him on his years of service and expressed appreciation for his dedicated 

efforts. 

 

Shellfish Report 

Bud Raleigh reported on several issues that are under consideration at this time:   the Buezzo Shellfish 

beds, the Scott Cove Water Quality issues, a Commercial shellfish permit from Darien Seafood (Roger 

Fraite) and the definition of the Darien/Stamford Town line as shown in Department of Aquaculture 

records.   

 

Commissioner Raleigh provided a copy of his notes for these discussions, which are included as 

attachments to these Minutes. 

 

It was moved by Commissioner Raleigh, and seconded by Commissioner Kemp, that the Commission 

request its Chairman to contact the First Selectman in regard to the topic of the Buzzeo Shellfish leases, 

in the interests of filing amended documentation with the Town, or allowing the permit to fish the beds 

expire as of July 1.   The Commission voted unanimously in favor of the motion requesting that the 

Chairman of the Commission discuss this with the First Selectman.  

 

Commissioner Kemp excused himself at 8:50 pm so that he might attend the conclusion of the 

Squadron’s Boating Course, in progress at Middlesex Middle School. 

 

 

“Managing Darien’s Coastal Resources” – a description of the Commission’s responsibilities 

 

Commissioner Jewett asked for updates to the draft document which he had circulated, and provided an 

updated February 3 draft for the Commissioners’ review. Several suggested changes were submitted at 

the meeting. Commissioner Jewett will develop a new draft. When finally approved, this will be 

submitted to the Board of Selectmen for their comments and approval. 

 

Mooring Specifications Report  and Discussion 

There was a wide ranging discussion of mooring specifications, ours as well as those in use by other 

towns and yacht clubs. Jeff Eng described his many years of experience as the Dockmaster for the Darien 

Harbor and Noroton Bay. His conclusions were that our current specifications are working well for our 

harbors. The few recent failures were all pennants, probably the result of old nylon line (’09) and a cuts 

(’08). Other harbors use chain pennants for larger and more exposed yachts, but allow line pennants for 

smaller and more protected boats. Each material has advantages and disadvantages. Bridle material was 

also discussed. Some harbors are using Dynanin line for bridles made up of different materials, offering a 

1% stretch. Darien specifies 3-strand Dacron line. The Chairman asked that a more detailed analysis of 

other harbors’ practices be presented at the next meeting, so that the commission could decide on what if 

any changes are warranted for Darien harbor.  Commissioner Monro will continue to develop this analysis 

and lead the discussion. 

 



Other Business 

There was no new business or announcements. 

 

Adjournment 

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 9:30 pm. 

 

The next meeting of the Commission is scheduled for Wednesday March 3 in room 213, Town Hall, at 

7:30 pm. 

 

Respectfully submitted, with thanks to Commissioner Raleigh for providing assistance with notes 

concerning the second half of the meeting. 

 

 

Frank B. Kemp 

Clerk   

 

 

 

 

 

ATTACHMENTS TO THE MINUTES: 

 

- Letter, dated January 19,2010 to First Selectman David Campbell from Michael J. Goetz, Chief, 

Risk Analysis Branch, FEMA Region I 

 

- Report from Commissioner Raleigh regarding Shellfish topics – 02/03/10 

 

 

 



 



 

 



 
 

Shellfish Report  --  2/3/10 
 

 
 

Buzzeo Shellfish Beds 
 

• CT Department of Agriculture/Bureau of Aquaculture (DA/BA)  informed Mr. 
Joseph Buzzeo of the newly approved location and size of his two beds just 
off the west shore of Noroton Bay 

• Mr. Buzzeo has yet to replace earlier faulty documentation of his claim with 
Darien Town Clerk 

• DA/BA director suggested two approaches: 1) Darien Shellfish Commission 
(BOS) could substitute documentation with the town clerk’s office, or 2) 
DA/BA could revoke the permit of Mr. Buzzeo’s lessee, Fjord Fisheries, to 
fish the beds as of July 1 

• Fjord’s current state permit limits use to DA/BA approved area 
• Next step: Determine how BOS wishes to proceed  

 
 
 
  
Scott Cove Water Quality  
 

• David Knauf, Director, Darien Health Department, provided assurance that 
most properties whose septic systems might affect Scott Cove have been 
visited, and that he noted that there are few detectible problems with 
septic systems in the area 

• 80% of town served by sewers, but areas south of I-95, close to the Sound, 
are mostly on individual septic systems 

• Mr. Knauf is not optimistic that DA/BA water testing will lead to reopening 
Scott Cove’s recreational shellfishing areas in the near future, due to poor 
ability of ledge in adjacent land to cleanse septic effluent 

• DA/BA tests water quality in Scott Cove monthly or after a significant rain 
event, and test results are available to our Health Department, upon Mr. 
Knauf’s request. 

• Next step: Ask DA/BA whether shellfish meat testing could supercede water 
testing to determine Scott Cove health status  

 

 
 
 

 



 

 

 

 

Commercial Permit Request 
 

• Darien Seafood has approached First Selectman seeking permit to dredge 
clams in two areas in Darien waters:  

 
1) A 25-acre portion of Scott Cove which CT Bureau of Aquaculture has 
designated “Restricted Relay” by DA/BA,  

 
2) And a strip adjacent to the east shore of Long Neck Point which is 
most of what remains of Darien’s recreational shellfishing area, 
following DA/BA’s 2009 closure of Scott Cove to recreational 
shellfishing   

 

• DA/BA has suggested that the requested area in Scott Cove could be made 
available to any and all harvesters for a period of one month each for the 
purpose of clearing the bed of silt 

• As an alternative to the recreational area requested, a 25-acre Restricted 
Relay bed near Smith Reef might be offered   

• Clams from Restricted Relay areas must be transplanted to cleaner water 
for a period of two weeks when the water temperature is at least 50º F 

• Next step: Await Darien Seafood’s decision on alternate area and First 
Selectman’s decision on permit process, as required   

 
 
 
Darien/Stamford Town Line 
 

• DA/BA maps of Darien and Stamford shellfish beds include a town line that 
differs from current U.S. government maps 

• DA/BA’s version employs a town line used by a 1980 map prepared to show 
beds owned by Tallmadge Brothers   

• DA/BA agrees that the town line on their maps is incorrect 
• Darien P&Z is not concerned with exact location of boundary in coastal 
waters, but did produce map indicating boundary recognized by U.S. 
federal authorities 

• Next step: Aquaculture to determine how to change their maps   
 


