
         REPRESENTATIVE TOWN MEETING 
 

TOWN OF DARIEN, CONNECTICUT 
 

RULES COMMITTEE 
 

Minutes - Regular Meeting, April 5, 2021  7:30pm, Virtual Meeting 
 

 
Present:  Seth Morton (Moderator), Patti Bumgardner (1), Lois Schneider (1), Monica McNally 
(2), Mike Wheeler (2), Jack Davis, (3), Adele Conniff (3), Frank Kemp (4), Ann Reed (5), 
Theresa Vogt (6), Shannon Silsby (6) 
Absent:  Joe Miceli (4), Mark Adiletta (5) 

 
 
The meeting was called to order by the Moderator at 7:33pm with 11 out of 13 members present 
consisting of a quorum.  
 
 
Without objection, the Moderator, Mr. Morton pulled the AFSCME Contract Settlement from the 
Rules discussion because the union had not voted to ratify a contract yet. The Moderator noted 
that later in the Rules meeting tonight, under new business, he would add the discussion and 
vote to put the acceptance of the donation to create four permanent pickleball courts at Cherry 
Lawn Park on the April 19, 2021 RTM agenda. 
 
A motion was made by Ms. Schneider to approve the minutes of the March 1, 20201 meeting. 
Ms. McNally seconded it.  The minutes were approved unanimously. 

 
 
Report from the Rules Technology Subcommittee.  Ms. Schneider gave an update on the IT 
Steering and Governance Advisor Committee which the Board of Selectman established. The 
advisory committee will include Darien’s Town Administrator, Town Finance Director, Planning 
Director, IT Director, someone from the Assessor’s Office or Tax Collector’s office, a person 
from Parks and Rec or the Youth Commission, a representative from the Police, the Board of 
Finance, the Board of Selectmen, the RTM and up to three people pulled from the town at large 
with tech field experience. Ms. Schneider noted that their Rules Tech Subcommittee had asked 
that someone from their subcommittee to be an ex officio but decided that they could just be 
informed as needed.  Mr. Davis commented that he agreed it was important to have someone 
from the RTM so that person could bring forward ideas such as the payment pages that feed 
into the various town department systems and some other cash management aspects.  Ms. 
McNally asked the length of the term of the IT Steering and Governance Advisory Committee. 
Ms. Schneider confirmed terms last one year because that is the term length of all advisory 
committees but members can be renewed.  

 
Ms. Schneider also gave an update on a change ordinance that will allow for optional mailings 
of warnings and resolutions. Minutes have already been changed to be optional and can be 
distributed electronically. The town has enabled the warnings and the resolutions to be sent via 
email from the town clerk’s office and they are also posted on the town website.  Ms. Schneider 
and Mr. Morton said they would ask the TGS&A committee to draw up the resolution. Mr. Kemp 
confirmed he would work with town attorney Wayne Fox on it.  Mr. Kemp also requested a 
formal written statement from the town clerk confirming she was in agreement with making the 
change for mailings of warnings and resolutions to be optional for RTM members. 



 
With regards to RTM members now putting their district number before their name when they 
register each time for the monthly RTM meetings, Ms. Schneider said there were only 9 out of 
86 RTM members who didn’t have a district number listed so they would work with them to get 
that done for the next RTM meeting. She also said that the Rules Technology Subcommittee  
and the town administration confirmed this is how the RTM will continue to log in for the future. 
 
 
New Business – Discuss and vote to put the acceptance of the gift of a $45,000 donation to 
create pickleball courts at Cherry Lawn on the RTM April 19th agenda.  Ms. Reed moved the 
motion and Ms. Schneider seconded it.  The Parks & Rec Committee was made primary, F&B 
secondary.  

 
 
The agenda for the April 19, 2021 RTM meeting was set as follows: 

1) David Knauf, Darien’s Director of Health - update on Covid-19 and vaccines 
2) Approve the acceptance of the gift of $45,000 and the appropriation of the $45,000 for 

the work necessary to establish the four pickleball courts at Cherry Lawn Park 
    
A motion was made by Ms. McNally, with a second by Mr. Davis to accept the agenda as 
proposed above.  The motion passed unanimously. 

 
The Moderator called for a motion to adjourn. Ms. Reed moved the motion and Mr. Davis 
seconded it.  The motion passed unanimously and the meeting adjourned at 8:00pm 

 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Patti Bumgardner, Clerk for the April meeting 
 
 
Cc:   Standing Committee Chairs 
         District Chairs 
         First Selectman 
         Rules Committee 
 
 


