Town of Darien
Representative Town Meeting
Rules Committee
Minutes for August 19, 2013

Present: Sarah Seelye (M), Joanne Hennessy, Jim Patrick, James Howe, Seth Morton, Frank Kemp, Debra
Ritchie, Peter Kelly, Gary Swenson, Dennis Maroney, Patricia Baumgartner, MariLu Cleary

Absent: Jeff Marston
Audience: Wayne Fox, Ed Schmidt, Bruce Orr, Elizabeth Mao
Call to Order: The meeting was called to Order at 8:07PM

Ms. Seelye asked for a Motion to change the order of the Agenda to move Other Business after Ms.
Stevenson’s Presentation. Moved by Mr. Maroney and seconded. Motion passed unanimously.

Report from Jayme Stevenson, First Selectman, Ms. Stevenson reported on the status of Regional
Planning Organizations set up by the State Of Connecticut. Idea of COGS (Councils of Governments).
These combinations of municipalities meet a State objective to find a way to coordinate planning and
dispatching resources. RTM would approve any change in boundaries affecting our COG by 2015, At
stake is $125,000 in state funding for planning in year 1.

Reports from Ms. Stevenson

Purchase of Property-Ms. Stevenson reported on a proposal to purchase land adjacent to Spring
Grove Cemetery in Partnership with the Darien Land Trust. The land would be used for a walking
path and open land. Board of Selectmen would be initiating a Public-Private partnership with
The Darien Land Trust. The Parties involved have reached agreement on a price of $275,000.

Allen O’Neill redevelopment project — Ms. Stevenson reported on the need for a $250,000
allocation to Allen O’Neill Redevelopment Project. It is proposed to use a 30- Year Loan to fund
the project. This method would allow the Town to recover the money rather than having a sunk
cost, as in a Grant. Ms. Hennessey expressed surprise at the additional $250,000 commitment.
She had worked on the project in the past and had heard no mention of the need for an
additional $250,000 in funding.

Committee Assignments:

Purchase of Property- F&B Primary, Park & Rec, PZ&H. and Public Works, Secondary. Mr. Maroney
moved the assignments and was seconded by Mr. Swenson. The motion passed Unanimously

Allen O’Neill- F&B Primary- PZ&H secondary, Mr. Maroney moved and Mr. Swenson seconded. The
motion passed unanimously.



Additional Items for the RTM Agenda:

1. COG Presentation by Ms. Stevenson
William Jessup appointed to the Five Mile River Commission - TGS&A assigned as Primary. Mr.
Morton moved the item and it was seconded. The motion passed unanimously.

3. Mr. Kemp- Charter Update to update timing of Canvassing of electors to conform to State
Statutes.

Ms. Hennessey Moved to Adjourn and it was seconded.
The Meeting Adjourned at 10PM.
Respectfully submitted,

Seth W. Morton, Clerk



