Town of Darien
Representative Town Meeting
Rules Committee

Regular Meeting —-9/8/2014
Minutes

Present: Sarah Seelye (M), Jim Patrick, Seth Morton, Joanne Hennessy, Lois Schneider,Peter Kelly, Gary
Swenson, Ted Hawkins, Dennis Maroney, Frank Kemp

Absent: Martha Banks, Liz Bacon, James Howe

Audience: Steve Anderson RTM, Jim Palen Ch F&B Committee, Bill Ball, RTM,Board of Selectmen: Jamie
Stevenson, Jerrry Neilson, Susan Marks,

Call to Order: Ms. Seelye called the meeting to order at 8:10PM

Introduction Wayne Fox, Town Counsel- Mr. Fox gave his opinion about how a motion to cut the Town
Budget can be entertained on the floor of the RTM. He noted that the Board of Education Budget is
under under different laws and regulations. He noted that the Board of Selectmen do not have the right
to reconfigure their budget. Discussion ensued to understand how the Budgets may be reduced. Mr. Fox
noted that the Board of Education Budget can be reduced by a specific amount and the Board of
Selectmen's budget can be reduced on a percentage basis and by amounts within a line item.

There was a Question of having Board of Finance meeting with Rules to discuss Budget procedures. Ms
Seeyle was to set up the meeting.

Discussion on cancelling the RTM Meeting scheduled for 9-22-14. Ms Seeyle reported that there are no
agenda Items on which to act. Ms Seeyle moved that the meeting be cancelled. Mr Maroney seconded.

The motion passed unanimously.

Discussion ensued about better ways to control Budget size. Mr. Palen suggested using the RTM
Committees to recommend budget levels.

Ms. Seeyle discussed the role Role of the Rules committee in the Budget process. She saw the role as
helping the RTM functoion at its best level.

Mr. Morton moved to adjourn and the motion was seconded.

The meeting adjourned at 10:00PM



Respectfully submitted,
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Seth W. Morton
Clerk



