
Public Meeting of Darien RTM District 6 on March 18, 2018 
Held at the Darien Public Library from 3:00-4:00PM 

 
District 6 RTM members present: Frank Adelman, Amy Chickles, Mia Handler, Ted Hawkins, 
Susan Lauritzen, Caroline Luz, Emily McDermott, Peter Orphanos, Richard Poli, Shannon 
Silsby, Gary Swenson, William Van Loan, Theresa Vogt, Rob Werner 
 
Absent: Carlo Cantavero, Janet Grogan, Susannah Lewis 
 
Chair Caroline Luz called the meeting to order at 3:05pm with District 6 RTM members 
introducing themselves and offering short explanations of the committees they serve on 
(Education, Finance, Public Works, Planning, Zoning & Housing, Parks and Recreation, Health 
& Safety, etc.) We then opened the discussion to the 5 members of the public in audience. 
Topics of discussion included the following: 
 

BUDGET AND TAXES 
 Concerns over rising property tax, causing older residents to leave 
 How is the town going to cover the probable need to pay for some or all of teacher 

pensions? 
 What are some other projected cost increases? 
 Fixed costs vs. negotiable costs (pensions, unions, medical insurance) 

 
EDUCATION 

 Amount of town budget (approx. 2/3) that goes to education – why is it so high? How 
does it compare to comparable towns?  

 How many students are outplaced to other schools? Does Fitch Academy make sense? 
 With Fitch Academy moving from the library to Post Road next year, will it expand? 

Apparently the School Superintendent would like it to become a revenue stream, taking 
students from other towns 

 How will the schools handle the increase need for spending on special education 
students? 

 How well does the town/Board of Education negotiate with the teacher unions? 
 The Board of Ed is going to hold a public hearing on the Ox Ridge School with 3 

possibilities: renovate the current building, renovate and expand the current building or 
build a new building and knock down part of the existing structure.  

 
HEALTH & SAFETY and PUBLIC WORKS 

Health and Safety covers a number of topics, including crosswalks, dilapidated buildings, flu 
shots, food service ratings, Lyme Disease, the Opioid Awareness Program, the new town 
garage, public safety on roads, solar cells on rooftops of town buildings, emergency 
preparedness.  

 
OTHER 

 The Board of Selectmen have proposals for usage of the newly purchased land, 
previously part of the Ox Ridge Hunt Club, which will be presented in a public hearing, 
probably in May. 

 The new development projects with an increased supply of apartments in the Noroton 
Heights district will bring in more people. How will this affect town services? 



 There are a number of building projects going on, but some have stalled or slowed 
down.  

 The Parks and Recreation Master Plan is available online and at Town Hall. 
 Members of the public are encouraged to watch town meetings, which frequently feature 

department heads or knowledgeable speakers on Darien TV. 
 
District 6 members answered questions related to their areas of expertise on the above 
discussion items. 
 
Chair Caroline Luz adjourned the meeting at 4:00pm 
 
 
 
 
Compiled and submitted by RTM District 6 member Amy Chickles on April 6, 2018 


