District 2 Wide Meeting
Sunday, January 7" Darien Library

District 2 RTM members present: Will Cusack, Heather Pommernelle, Tim Goertel, Liz Bacon,
Susanne Handler, Clara Sartori, Barbara Thorne, Stacey Tie, Iris Mix, Mike Wheeler, Nina Miller.

Absent: Cheryl Russell, James Howe, Monica McNally, Chuck Boulier.

Chair Nina Miller called the meeting to order at 3:04 with District 2 RTM members introducing
themselves and offering short versions of what the committee does that they are assigned to,
i.e. TGS&A, PHS, Education, P&R, etc. We then opened the discussion to the 20 member
audience. Topics of discussion, as brought forth mostly by the audience, are as follows:

BUDGET

e What happens with the town budget when we are forced to decide to either cut
services, raise taxes or defer action?

e Possible Re-evaluation of Real Estate in Darien for tax purposes

e What we can control is how much we spend on special projects.

e The Education Budget is almost 100% of the town budget.

e Darien is anything but fiscally conservative, mostly because of the Unions. We need a
Labor Law expert.

e The Police Department is too big. Over built and over populated.

e Doesthe YWCA pay taxes to Darien or do they get a tax break?

e Worry about over spending and pricing people out of Darien.

e How much money will be generated by all the development?

e Mill rate should be adjusted for those who live in private associations as they use fewer
town services.

e Consolidate services with neighboring towns such as New Canaan to produce cost
sharing efforts: Share the pool and walking trails at Waveny, for instance.

e Use some of our assets for revenue generation eg the library.

e We don’t seem to have a lot of control over what we spend and on what we spend the
town’s money.



PUBLIC HEALTH and SAFETY

More caution and limits on hunting; more restrictions near schools, playgrounds
and beaches.

More crosswalks needed: There are none from Noroton all the way down route
1 to the Stamford town line.

There are broken signal buttons on some crossing lights.

Some ‘Crosswalk Ahead’ signs are too big.

Police Dept. is too big and over populated.

THE ENVIRONMENT

More Open Space.

More walking paths.

Tree Ordinance: Oversight on tree cutting especially for valuable and historic
trees.

Dredging of Gorham’s pond needed.

More protection for Scott’s Cove.

A dedicated dog park and allowing dogs on beaches in the winter.

Sign Pollution: Too many signs in town.

Blighted properties around town need attention.

Too much garbage along the roads and on the sidewalk under the 1-95 overpass
by Whole Foods.

What happened to the results of the Park and Recreation questionnaire?

Not everyone wants beach and park areas developed: Playgrounds can be seen
as clutter.

Keep the Ziegler Estate as Open Space. Work with Local, State and Federal
Agencies. Commemorate past Darien resident Stephen Mather, founder of the
National Park Service. Co-funding of open space with a public and private
partnership.

Create an ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE as part of the RTM to work as an
umbrella organization for all environmental organizations such as Darien Land
Trust, Beautification Commission, Tree Conservancy, DHS Eco-Citizens, etc.



OTHER

e Arethere areas of the Town Charter that can be changed without a referendum?

e The RTM or Districts to create a FB page where we could post updates.

e Communicate with constituents by e-mail with an Opt-in system of collecting e-
addresses.

e Town to replicate e-addresses used for emergency alerts to send messages of
key meetings, public comment sessions, etc. to residents willing to sign up for
such messages.

From time to time, members of the RTM, BoF and BoS answered questions related to their area
of expertise on the above questions and points of view.

Stacey Tie adjourned the meeting at 4:40

Notes submitted by RTM District 2 members Clara Sartori, Mike Wheeler, Heather
Pommernelle, Nina Miller and audience member and resident Kathy Synnott.

Compiled by and respectfully submitted by Nina Miller.
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