RTM District Il Meeting
Monday, September 25, 2017
6:00 p.m.

The Goose, Darien

Members Present: Bacon, Handler, Howe, Mix, Pommernelle,
Russell, Sartori, B. Thorne, Wheeler

Guest: Marc Thorne, Selectman
The meeting began at 6:20 p.m.

Mike Wheeler suggested that we each summarize what issues
have recently been on the agenda at our respective RTM
committee meetings.

The following points were made:

e At some point the RTM will act on a right of way on to
Hazel Street, a private road. This has been requested by
Ever Source. It was noted that the Rules Committee often
requests more information on a possible agenda item
before sending it to the RTM. (Rules)

e Effect of Connecticut’s budget situation on local towns. It
is likely that at some time a tax increase to produce
revenue or a cutback in services may be proposed as



possible solution. The deficit will be a long term problem.
What would constituents support? We should be aware
that solutions such as high taxes, reduction in services or
deferred maintenance would deter future home buyers.
Concerns were expressed about ECS and Excess Cost
grants, as well as possible Town responsibility for
underfunded teacher pensions. Also, how will capital
projects be affected? Deferred maintenance is problematic
in the long term. Use of funds from General Fund has been
suggested by some in Hartford, but Darien’s Aaa credit
rating would be affected if the General Fund balance goes
too low. Zero based budgeting locally was also suggested
going forward. (Fand B)

Town Garage Project is proceeding on time. Building
Committee includes members with construction
background; this is working well. One problem was
identified - i.e. deterioration in concrete slab. Portion of
contingency fund was used to address this.

Parks and Recreation Master Plan has been developed
with help of Weston and Sampson and Greenplay, LLC.
Plan is based on input of Town residents culled from a
town wide survey. Residents value beaches, boating,
spaces for paddle and a pool. Many options but price is a
consideration. Public hearings are being held. Plan can be
reviewed online. ( Parks and Recreation)



e Blight Committee has had an organizational meeting.
Selectmen are reviewing applications for Blight Officer. It
was noted that several properties have been cleaned up
since ordinance was adopted.

e Plans are underway for a repaving of Boston Post Road
(Route 1) from Nearwater Lane to Exit 11 which runs
through District Il and IV. It should result in some traffic
calming. Lane size will be reduced somewhat — 11 ft. from
12 ft. 195 backup into this area remains a concern.

The meeting ended at 7:30 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Clara Sartori



