MINUTES
TOWN OF DARIEN
REPRESENTATIVE TOWN MEETING
TOWN GOVERNMENT STRUCTURE AND
ADMINSTRATION COMMITTEE
PUBLIC HEARING
December 12, 2012

Attendees: Frank Kemp (Chairman). There were no members of the public
in attendance.

Mr. Kemp called the hearing to order at 7:30 pm and remained available for
public questions until 8:00pm.

Mr. Kemp noted several items for inclusion in the minutes of the hearing:

- an announcement of the public hearing was published in the Darien
News-Review on Friday November 30, 2012, page B12.

- that the hearing’s purpose was to receive the public’s comments on two
(2) proposed changes to the Town Charter, within Chapter VIll, Sections 29
and 30. These sections describe the function of the Building and Zoning
Officials and the Building Board of Appeals.

- that the revisions to Sections 29 and 30 have been reviewed by the
Planning and Zoning Department, the Building Department, the RTM’s
TGS&A and Rules Committees, and the Town’s legal counsel.

- that the revisions to Chapter VIl include: a) clarification of the job
descriptions of the Building official and the Zoning official (Section 29), and
b) clarification of the responsibilities of the Building Inspector (Section 30).

Mr. Kemp noted the two items could be taken up by the RTM’s March 18,
2012 meeting, as that would be more than 60 days after the date of this
public hearing, thereby fulfilling the requirements of the procedure
required to modify the Town Charter.

The hearing was concluded at 8:00 pm.



11/21/12 PUBLIC HEARING DRAFT

Deleted Language in [brackets], NEW LANGUAGE IN CAPS

PROPOSED AMENDMENT OF CHARTER, CHAPTER VIII, SEC. 29, BUILDING AND ZONING; AND SEC. 30, BUILDING
BOARD OF APPEALS.

I. Sec. 29. Building official and zoning official.

(a) Building official. There shall be a building official appointed by the board of selectmen for a four-year term.
[He] The building official shall meet the qualifications for this position specified in [section 19-397 of the General
Statutes of Connecticut] G.S. 29-261, and may be referred to as the building inspector. [He] THE BUILDING
OFFICIAL shall be responsible to the board of selectmen and shall report to them, through the first [selectmen]
SELECTMAN. In the interest of public safety, health and welfare, [he] THE BUILDING OFFICIAL shall supervise,
regulate, control, and inspect the construction, reconstruction, alteration, repair, demolition, and removal of all
structures within the town and shall have such further duties and [such] powers to effect the foregoing as are or
may be vested in such officers by towns pursuant to general law. [He] THE BUILDING OFFICIAL shall, by diligent
search and inspection, enforce the general statutes in their application to structures within the town and the
provisions of the [town] building code, reporting to the first [selectmen] SELECTMAN all violations of such statutes
or provisions. [He] The BUILDING OFFICIAL shall keep complete public records of all applications made to [him]
THE BUILDING OFFICIAL and of all permits and certificates of approval or occupancy issued by [him] THE BUILDING
OFFICIAL, and such other records as the first selectman may direct.

(b) Zoning official. There shall be a zoning official appointed by the planning and zoning commission for an
indefinite term. [He] THE ZONING OFFICIAL shall be referred to as the zoning enforcement officer. [He] THE
ZONING OFFICIAL shall be responsible to the planning and zoning commission and shall report to the commission
through the planning and zoning director. [He] THE ZONING OFFICIAL shall be responsible for the enforcement of
the zoning regulations of the Town of Darien and shall have such other duties and powers to effect the
enforcement of those regulations as are or may be vested in such officers by towns pursuant to general law. [He]
THE ZONING OFFICIAL shall, by diligent search and inspection, enforce the general statutes in their application to
structures and land use within the town as they relate to the town [zoning] LAND USE regulations AND
CONDITIONS OF APPROVAL [He] THE ZONING OFFICIAL shall keep complete public records of all violations of
town zoning regulations AND CONDITIONS OF APPROVAL, the disposition thereof and such other records as the



planning and zoning commission may direct. [He] THE ZONING OFFICIAL [shall] MAY supervise the calendar for
the zoning board of appeals.

(C) DEPUTY ZONING OFFICIAL. THERE MAY BE A DEPUTY ZONING OFFICIAL APPOINTED BY THE PLANNING AND
ZONING COMMISSION FOR AN INDEFINITE TERM. IN THE CASE OF TEMPORARY EXTENDED ABSENCES OF THE
ZONING OFFICIAL, OR IF THE ZONING OFFICIAL POSITION IS VACANT, THE DEPUTY ZONING OFFICIAL MAY SERVE
IN THE ABSENCE OF THAT OFFICIAL, WITH ALL OF THE DUTIES AND POWERS SET FORTH IN CHAPTER VIII, SECTION
29(B).

Il. Sec 30. Building board of appeals.

(b) Any party or parties aggrieved by any order of the building [and zoning] inspector under the building code, or
by the refusal of said inspector under said code to issue any permit within [his] THE BUILDING INSPECTOR’S
jurisdiction or to permit deviations from original plans or specifications for which a permit has been issued by said
inspector, or otherwise, may, within ten days from the date of such order or refusal, appeal to the building board
of appeals, which shall fix a time and place for a hearing on such appeal to be held within ten days after the filing
of the appeal, and shall give notice thereof to such party or parties and said inspector. At such time and place, the
board shall hear any such party or parties and said inspector, in relation to such appeal, and conform, modify or
set aside the action of said inspector from which such appeal was taken and may direct the issuance of any permit
so refused by said inspector.



