
RTM Public Health and Safety Committee 
Special Joint Meeting w/RTM Finance & Budget Committee 

September 16, 2019 
Darien Town Hall Room 206 

MINUTES 

Committee Members in Attendance: Sarah Baldwin, Lois Schneider, Penelope Wilson, 
Jennifer Woodbury, Olive Hauser, Brian Rayhill, Sara Parent, Mac Patrick, Mia Handler, 
Gary Swenson 
  
Committee Members Absent: Colin Kelly, Holly Giordano, Scott Zimmerman, Laura 
Mosher, Shannon Silsby 
 
Others in Attendance: Members of the RTM Finance & Budget Committee, Kate Buch 
(Town Administrator), and Frank Kemp (TGS&A Chair) 
 
F&B Committee Chair Jack Davis called the meeting to order at 7:32 pm. 
 
Frank Kemp, TGS&A Chair, discussed the proposed change to fees charged for false 
alarms in the fire alarm ordinance. It is proposed that the current $100 flat fee is replaced 
with a graduated fee structure: $100 for the first offense, $150 for the second offense, and 
$250 for the third and any subsequent offenses within a year.   
 
Kate Buch, Town Administrator, explained that the new fee structure is intended to be an 
increased deterrent for repeat offenders. The intent is not to raise revenue. Money 
collected from false alarm fees will go into a separate fund to be used only for the benefit 
of police and fire. She also explained that approximately 55% of fire alarms are false, and 
some offenders have had false alarms up to 8 times per year.  
 
Committee members requested follow up information to be provided by Kate Buch, 
including clarification on what the criteria is for a billable offense, the number of repeat 
offenders, and the number of registered alarm systems and whether that number has 
increased over the years.  
 
The PH&S committee unanimously approved the minutes of the 6/10/19 PH&S meeting. 
  
Mac Patrick adjourned the meeting at 7:57 pm. 
  
Respectfully submitted by Jennifer Woodbury. 
 


