
Minutes of the March 4, 2021 Meeting 
Of the Planning, Zoning and Housing Committee 

Of the RTM 
 
With 11 of 14 members present, constituting a quorum, the regular meeting of the Planning, 
Zoning and Housing Committee was called to order by Chair Amy Barsanti on Thursday, March 
4, 2021 at 7:32PM virtually via Gotomeeting. The meeting was recorded. 
 
Special Note: Due to COVID-19 and social distancing, town meetings are being held virtually. 
Committee members joined either via video conferencing or calling in.  
 
Present: 
Amy Barsanti, Liz Bacon, Reed Barthold, Carolyn Bayne, Michael Casolo, Amy Chickles, 
Kenneth Fiveson, Susan Lauritzen, Caroline Luz, Marcy Minnick, Michael Wheeler 
 
Absent:  
Jenn Moller, Scott Zimmerman 
 
Guests: 
Jeremy Ginsberg - Director of Planning & Zoning, Terrie Wood - State Representative, Jayme 
Stevenson, Patricia Finn, Lois Schneider, Christa McNamara 
 
1. Call to Order and Approve minutes of 1/4/21 meeting. 
Person leading: Amy Barsanti 
 
Meeting was called to order at 7:32pm. After a brief discussion, minutes of the 1/4/21 special 
meeting were moved, seconded and approved unanimously. 
 
2. Discussion of proposed state legislation with Terrie Wood 
Person leading: Terrie Wood, State Representative 
 
Wood gave an overview of current bills and committees that are working on them. Hartford is 
currently reviewing legislation with an impact on municipality planning and zoning. Bills 
especially of interest include S.B. 804, H.B. 6430, and H.B. 6521. 
 
Various public hearings are held through the end of March by the legislative committees. Based 
on public response, legislative committees may change bills. The Darien Planning and Zoning 
Commission issued a letter as public comment that was emailed to the PZ&H Committee 
highlighting concern about loss of local control in these bills.  
 
Ginsberg stated that various town officials have been giving feedback over the past few months 
to the Legislature on some of these issues. He states that they are reviewing various possible 
impacts these bills might have on the town. Darien and a number of other Fairfield County towns 
are reviewing their zoning rules to update them, partly because of some of the issues raised by 
the Bills. Questions included: What are other towns doing? Will the Governor support the bills?  
 



Wood will send information on how to find information online and how to give public testimony 
for anyone interested. There is a recorded meeting with Wood and Stevenson explaining some 
of these issues on the Republican Town Committee website that can also be viewed. 
 
3. Discussion of Planning & Zoning budget with Jeremy Ginsberg 
Person Leading: Jeremy Ginsberg, Director of Planning & Zoning 
 
Ginsberg spoke a bit about the budget – no major changes. The P&Z Commission is working on 
a few things including developing a new affordable housing plan and zoning changes. Zoning 
and building permits are up, especially for pools and hot tubs. He gave a brief update on the 
major projects in town which will pick up with spring on the way. There was a question about 
newspaper advertising and if it will ever be allowed online (there is a bill in the Legislature 
regarding this). All pending applications in Darien are available on the Town website, with all 
follow-up posted as well and is open to the public for viewing.   
 
4. Update on Blight Commission activities 
Person leading: Michael Casolo, serves on Blight Commission 
 
Casolo showed a few slides and will send them to everyone afterward. He gave an overview of 
the mission of the Blight Commission, which only looks at residential, not commercial, property. 
The Commission was formed in 2017 and has membership from various areas of town, including 
elected officials as well as town employees. The Blight Commission has reviewed 67 cases, of 
which most were deemed not to meet the blight standard. There are 11 active cases right now. 
The focus in on remedying the issues. There are some volunteers that will help and the town can 
assist. The Human Services component is the biggest part of it. Possible blight cases usually 
come from neighbor complaints to the town.  

 
5. Other Business 
Wheeler wonders if the League of Women Voters might be able to put together a symposium 
with our legislators to get a discussion and public comment on the bills currently in the 
Legislature. Minnick states that there was a LWV meeting a few days ago with two of the 
legislators that touched on these issues and will reach out to the League. 

 
6. Adjourn 
 
After a motion and second to adjourn, the meeting concluded at 8:37PM.  
 
Unless otherwise informed, the next meeting of the Planning, Zoning and Housing Committee is 
scheduled for Thursday, April 8, 2021 at 7:30pm, meeting place to be determined. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Amy Chickles, Clerk 
Draft: 3/6/21 
Approved by Committee on: XXXXXXXXX 


