
Minutes from the Darien Parks and Recreation Committee 

February 23, 2021 

The virtual meeting was called to order at 7:35 p.m. with 14 members in attendance.  
The following Parks and Recreation Committee members in attendance were: Sarah 
Baldwin; Kara Bohnsack; Patti Bumgardner; Adele Conniff; Diane Conologue; 
Lindsay Kelly; Sue-Ellen Mitchell; Cheryl Russell; Sandy Savage; Sheila Sherwood; 
Shannon Silsby; Chris Taylor; Bill Van Loan and Sean Wheeler.  Those absent:  Andy 
Millar. 

There was a motion by Patti Bumgardner to approve the minutes of January 13, 
2021 and it was seconded by Cheryl Russell.  The motion to accept the minutes was 
passed. 

The next item for discussion was the budget.  Adele Conniff reported that budget 
books will not be printed this year but access will be available on open.gov to all 
committee chairs and that there will be more details on the website. 

The BOS review noted that the operating budget’s biggest change was the hiring of a 
mobile security guard to monitor parks and beaches.   In the capital budget   the 
Cherry Lawn courts and the stand on blower were initially removed from the budget 
by the town administrator, but after public comment from Lori Bora, Adele Conniff 
and Patti Bumgardner , the tennis courts were put back into the budget. 

The discussion then moved to the purchase of concession equipment.   The vote on 
the concession equipment purchase should happen in March RTM meeting.  The 
Parks and Recreation Dept. proposal to purchase the concession equipment from 
Uncles Deli is $9,200.  On 1/15/21 BTU Systems assessed the current concession 
equipment at $12,850.  This was considered to be a fair market price.  New 
equipment would cost $32,575.   

One committee member wanted to be sure that bidders could use Uncle’s Deli 
equipment..  It was noted that the bidders had a tour of all facilities and equipment.  
The bids for food service included Weed and Pear Tree Beaches and McGuane Field.  
The town stands to make more money from current bidders as the fee percentage is 
based on the gross take vs Uncle’s Deli paying a flat fee.  The two bidders are only 
being offered a one year contract as the thinking was that in 2022, after Covid, more 
bidders may be interested.  It was noted that the menus provided by both bidders 
are slightly more upscale.  

There was a motion by Sandy Savage to vote on the purchase of the concession 
equipment which was seconded by Cheryl Russell.   Twelve of the fourteen members 
present voted to approve the purchase.  It was later clarified that thirteen of 
fourteen members voted to approve and the discrepancy was due to technical issues. 

The committee then moved the discussion to the acceptance of the gift for the 
conversion of the Cherry Lawn Tennis court to four pickleball courts.  It was 



originally suggested that perhaps this could be on the RTM March agenda but may 
have some time constraints given the BOF would need to review.  Items on the list 
for conversion are surface cleaning, remove tennis posts, crack repair, etc.  The 
Parks and Recreation Commission will be going to various bodies in March to accept 
the gift. When the bids are opened on March 3, 2021 we will have a better idea of 
what the fundraising goals should be.  Currently there are pledges of $7,500 on the 
books with the current goal of $30,000. 

The Chairman reported that at the Parks and Recreation Commission meeting on 
January 20, 2021 that a field maintenance pilot project will begin on Casey Field and 
the playing field portion of Highland Farm.  Also discussed at that meeting was a 
change in the fee structure for the 2021 beach season.  There will be a raise of $5 in 
the parking fee as well as a $5 increase in the daily pass.  Several committee 
members thought the fee increase for day passes was not significant enough and 
that a fee for nonresidents should be more substantial.  Other members noted that 
they wished that the committee had been more involved in the decision.  One 
member suggested using technology for passes that could be an app. 

Other topics included a request for a transfer of funds of $11,000 for tree 
maintenance that approved by the BOS and BOF. 

There is an educational campaign by the Parks and Recreation Commission entitled 
“Darien Digs Dogs” which includes emails and new signage at Cherry Lawn, 
Woodland Park, Weed Beach, and McGuane Field reminding dog owners of the Do’s 
and Don’ts of using the town parks with their dogs. 

The Commission continues to place attention on the care and maintenance of the 
town parks listing out all of what needs to be done at each park…what needs repair 
or attention, etc. 

New business discussion included the report of an injury at Cherry Lawn 
Playground.  The Darien moms Facebook group mentioned the idea of a fundraising 
effort to replace some of the equipment.  It was noted that there is a national safety 
standard for playgrounds and that an independent evaluation of each playground is 
performed annually. 

The next Park and Recreation Committee meeting was scheduled for 3/8/21.  There 
was a motion by Sandy Savage to cancel that meeting seconded by Cheryl Russell.  
The next meeting is on 4/7/21. 

There was a motion to adjourn the meeting by Cheryl Russell and seconded by 
Sandy Savage.  The meeting was adjourned at 9:02p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted by Sue-Ellen Mitchell 



February 24, 2021 

Parks and Recreation Committee Vote on Concession Equipment Purchase 

 

                                        For         Against 

 

Sarah Baldwin             X 

Kara Bohnsack            X 

Patti Bumgardner      X 

Adele Conniff              X 

Dian Conologue         X 

Lindsay Kelly              X 

Andy Millar (absent) 

Sue-Ellen Mitchell     X 

Cheryl Russell            X 

Sandy Savage             X 

Sheila Sherwood                         X 

Shannon Silsby          X 

Chris Taylor               X 

Bill Van Loan              X 

Sean Wheeler             X 

 

 

Respectfully submitted by Sue-Ellen Mitchell 

 

 

 

  


