Parks and Recreation Committee Meeting

September 25, 2017

The meeting was called to order at 7:30 by Chairman Adele Conniff who presided.

Twelve members were present: Chairman Conniff, Vice-Chair Diane Conologue, Curtis Butler,
Chris Ezbiansky, Ken Fiveson, Phyllis Hawkins, Susan Lauritzen, Harry McLachlin, Sue-Ellen
Mitchell, Heather Pommerelle, Cheryl Russell, and Bill Van Loan

Absent were: Carlo Cantavero, Tim Goertel, and Andrew Millar
Parks and Recreation Commission Chairman, Mary Flynn, was also present.

The meeting was scheduled to discuss the new Master Parks Plan designed by Weston and
Sampson/GreenPlay LLC as presented on September 20, 2017.

Chairman Conniff began the discussion with the proposed plan for Baker Park. There were no
objections to the recommendations by the consultants.

McGuane Park was discussed next. There were positive comments about the expansion of the
existing playground and new fence as well as the addition of shade structures.

There was then a discussion of the recommendations for Edgerton Center. Since the addition
of paddle ball courts and a warming hut are part of the proposed plan for this park, there was a
question about whether it would be beneficial to cluster all town paddle ball facilities in one
place. Mrs. Flynn told the committee that the consultants thought that paddle ball facilities in
several parks was a better idea. The expense of the proposed warming hut and the possibility of
a playground were discussed.

The Woodland Park Nature Preserve plan was discussed next. There was agreement regarding
improvements to the parking area, signage, pathway bridge, and trail markers. The plan’s
proposed one acre large/small dog park was questioned since Woodland Park is designated as
a nature preserve.

There was a a general consensus that the limited plans for the Diller Property, which abuts
Darien High School, were appropriate since the property includes significant wetlands. Mrs.
Flynn pointed out that the perimeter of the property would function well as a cross country trail
for DHS.

Frate Park was the next park to be discussed. A number of committee members observed that
Frate Park is at a busy intersection, so signs, on-site parking, and perimeter walking trails
should be discouraged. They felt that Frate Park’s aesthetic maintenance - more trees, for
example - is the best plan for its future.

There was then a discussion of the two proposals - A and B - for the Ox Ridge Hunt Club Parcel.
Several committee members objected to the increased number of parking stalls in both plans,



especially the 180 stalls in Plan B. Members were also concerned about the use of pavement.
Mrs. Flynn said the parking lot would not be paved.

There was also an issue about the playing fields. The question was asked: would the fields be
for passive use like dog walks, family picnics, and pick-up games or for more active use by
organizations like Darien Youth Soccer? Mrs. Flynn responded that the latter would probably be
the case. When asked about storage for ‘non-permanent’ athletic equipment like goalposts,
Mrs. Flynn said that the proposed 1,000 s.f. comfort station would most likely be used as a
storage facility, too.

Mrs. Flynn added that plans for the Ox Ridge Hunt Club Parcel were included in the Master
Parks Plan for cost effectiveness. There are deed restrictions for this property that govern its
development for the near future. Any significant changes “will take awhile.”

A committee member recalled that before the Parks and Recreation Committee voted to
approve the purchase of the property, the committee was told that Ox Ridge would be for
‘passive’ use only. Chairman Conniff remembered that committee comments supported low-
impact, passive use of the Ox Ridge Hunt Club Parcel.

The two plans for Cherry Lawn Park were discussed next. It was noted that the differences in
Plan A were fenced large/small dog runs and expanded community gardens. Several committee
members commented on the popularity of the community gardens. It was noted that there was
a waiting list for participation. Plan B includes a town pool and expanded parking (100 new
stalls). There was a also a question about the legal status of Casey Field and the two
monuments situated there. Chairman Conniff had partial information from Town Counsel about
dedicated fields and would research the question further.

A discussion ensued regarding a town pool. There was a consensus that a town pool should be
built away from the water, since the next Superstorm Sandy would destroy it, and “Darien would
have to foot the bill.” There was also discussion as to whether an indoor pool or a seasonal
pool would be better. There was some support for a retractable roof so that an indoor pool could
be open-air in the summer.

The Master Parks Plan for Sellecks Woods, Tilley Pond, and Stony Brook were all accepted as
reasonable by the committee.

The Pear Tree Point Beach proposals were then discussed. There was no agreement regarding
the fishing pier, seawall, and the use of dune grass to counter erosion. There was a consensus
that the bathhouse/concession buildings should remain where they are now situated and not
moved. There was support for their renovation.

Next to be discussed was the Weed Beach plan. The committee agreed that a pool at Weed
Beach was not a good idea because of the probability of destructive future storms. There was
no consensus regarding the Master Parks Plan proposals for an amphitheater, boardwalk, and
splash pad, though it was suggested that a splash pad near the playground would make better
sense. There was also a question about the size of the boat storage facility. Mrs. Flynn said
that she expects the structure in the present plans to be replaced with the larger building that
was part of the earlier Weed Beach Expansion Plan.



Finally, the Town Hall/ Holahan Field plan were discussed. There was a further discussion
regarding the 2,300 s.f. proposed indoor swimming facility versus a seasonal pool. Other
aspects of the plan - a new path system, picnic area seating, enhancement of existing fields -
were supported.

In summation, the committee agreed with the Master Parks Plan when the repair and
maintenance of pre-existing facilities were proposed. The committee also agreed that a pool at
Weed Beach was not a good idea because of environmental/hurricane issues. A seasonal pool
at Cherry Lawn versus a year-round pool at Town Hall/Holahan Field was discussed but not
decided on. Most other significant changes proposed by the Master Parks Plan had both
supporters and detractors.

Chairman Conniff asked whether the committee wanted to present a joint statement at the
public hearing on October 4th. It was agreed that a committee statement would be read at the
hearing by Vice-Chairman Conologue, but that individual committee members were free to
comment on their own behalf.

There being no more business, the meeting was adjourned at 9:30 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Phyllis Hawkins
Clerk



