
 

 

RTM Parks & Recreation Committee Minutes 6/5/2017 
 
The RTM Parks & Recreation Committee Meeting was called to order at 7:38 PM by Chairman 
Adele Conniff. 
 
Ten members were present:  Chairman Conniff, Vice-Chairman Diane Conologue, Andrew 
Millar, Cheryl Russell, Phyllis Hawkins, Harry McLachlin, Bill Van Loan, Sue-Ellen Mitchell, Tim 
Goertel, Heather Pommernelle 
Absent were:  Curtis Butler, Chris Ezbiansky, Ken Fiveson, Carlo Cantavero, Susan Lauritzen 
 
A joint meeting of the RTM Parks & Recreation, Public Works, Finance & Budget and Board of 
Education Committees was led by Mark Adiletta, Chairman of Public Works. 
Comments were made by several members of the DPW Garage Building Committee as well as 
First Selectman Jamie Stevenson. 
 
A presentation on the DPW Garage Renovation Proposal was made by Ed Gentile, Director of 
Public Works, and Kate Busch, Town Administrator.  The primary drivers of the project are 
replacement of the floor in the five bays facing Ledge Rd., removal and replacement of 
underground storage tanks for gasoline and diesel fuel (DEEP requirement), construction of a 
wash bay that can capture waste water (separating oil from water) before emptying into the 
sewer (DEEP Requirement) and replacement of the flat roof and installation of secondary roof 
drains. 
The estimated cost for the four drivers is $1,300,000. 
The building is currently valued at $1,381,000. 
Once the cost of building improvements exceeds 50% of the value of the building, FEMA 
regulations require changes. 
The scope of the project requires ADA compliance. 
The State Building Code requires mechanical systems be brought up to the current code when 
changes are made to them.   
The incremental costs for these changes mandated by FEMA, ADA and Building Code is 
estimated at $4,100,000. 
The total construction cost is estimated at $5,400,000. 
The addition of the project contingency, insurance, fees, bonding, etc. brings the estimated 
Capital Cost (over all,fully bid, budget) of the project to approximately $6,315,000. 
 
There was a Q&A following the presentation in which members of the RTM committees 
participated. The joint meeting ended and the individual RTM committees continued with their 
meetings. 
 
The RTM Parks & Recreation Committee voted 9 in favor and 1 opposed for the appropriation of 
$6,315,000 to finance the construction of the Darien Public Works Garage Renovation Project. 
The dissenting vote supported the improvements and the hiring of an external construction 
manager, but felt that the town should more vigorously resist the the regulatory issues that 
resulted in a 300% cost increase. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:50 PM. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Adele Conniff 


