Representative Town Meeting
Darien, CT
Parks and Recreation Committee
Minutes of Meeting
Monday Feb 4, 2013
7:30pm, Room 213

In attendance: Cheryl Russell, Beth Cherico, Adele Conniff, Diane Conologue, Anne Finn, Lisa Haas,
Andrew Millar. (Absent: Ted Hilton, Carol Matton, Bill Peters)

Meeting was called to order by Chairwoman Cheryl Russell. Lisa Haas arrived at 7:45 and with 7
members present a quorum was met.

Committee discussed proposed 2013-2014 Ms. Russell suggested that we interrupt our regular meeting
to attend public hearing of Board of Selectman. Ms. Conologue moved that we should vote that funding
for sand at Weed Beach and Pear Tree Beach be restored to the 2013-2014 budget. Committee
approved vote and then attended public hearing where Ms. Russell spoke to the Selectman regarding
our request to reinstate funding for sand for the beaches.

Meeting was re-opened. Committee discussed other budget items such as potential fence for off leash
dog area at Cherry Lawn (this item had been previously removed from budget) and whether this fence
should be included in future town budgets. Committee also discussed Board of Selectman funding for
Weed Beach furniture. Mr. Millar shared photos of current Weed Beach furniture and some of
committee felt new sand was more of a priority. Furniture funding comes from previously designated
Weed Beach budget and is not part of town budget proposal.

Ms. Russell then gave us her Chairman’s report. There was an estimated $200,000 in damage from
Hurricane Sandy to our beaches and parks. At Weed Beach, plumbing fixtures were damaged, guard
houses at both beaches were damaged and an oil tanker damaged the sailing beach. Additionally there
was considerable tree damage at Cherry Lawn and Woodland Park. Money will be requested from FEMA
and insurance but there is a concern about the beaches opening in a timely manner this spring.

Ms. Russell adjourned the meeting.



