Representative Town Meeting
Darien, CT
Parks and Recreation Committee
Minutes of Meeting
Monday May 6, 2013
7:30pm, Room 213

In attendance: Cheryl Russell, Adele Conniff, Diane Conologue, Anne Finn, Lisa Haas, Carol Matton,
Andrew Millar. Bill Van Loan (Absent: Jennifer Bendett, Beth Cherico, Ted Hilton, Bill Peters)

Meeting was called to order by Chairwomen Cheryl Russell. 8 members were present and a quorum was
met.

Chairperson Cheryl Russell discussed changes to the recommended budget. Proposed operating budget
was cut by $22k due to changes in payroll. Proposed capital budget was cut from $557K down to $119K
(S400k difference between department request and Board of Finance approved budget). Items that
were cut include $80,000 sand replacement for Weed Beach and Per Tree Beach (despite our
committee’s recommendation to the Selectmen’s budget that the beach sand be reinstated).
Additionally $165K from Weed beach tennis court reconstruction was removed from the proposed
budget and now will be placed in a bonding account for $460,000, whereby all 6 Weed Beach courts will
be refurnished. Other items removed from the approved budget include Cherry Lawn Gazebo repairs
and upgrades to Holohan Fields.

Andy Millar motioned to vote on Parks and Recreation budget, Cheryl Matton seconded and committee
voted unanimously to approve Board of Finance Parks and Recreation budget.

Committee voted to approve Feb 4 minutes. (Carol Matton motioned, Anne Finn seconded). Small edits
were made to the Feb 4 minutes. Should say committee discussed 2013-2014 budget and that an oil
tank caused damage to the Weed Beach sailing area.

Ms. Russell then gave us her Chairman’s report. Darien Little League opened new Gallagher baseball
field at Cherry Lawn. Discussion ensued about damage sustained to parks and beaches from fall and
winter storms. Estimate that cost of Weed Beach damage is $475K and Pear Tree Beach is $25k, but this
could be light because it underestimates electrical and bath house expenses at Pear Tree Beach. Costs
could be as high as $600K. Commission hopes rebuilding work will be completed by Memorial Day. Work
is underway, but there have been delays due to bidding out of contracts for reconstruction and waiting
for insurance money.

Anne Finn wanted to discuss leach law (again) but this was not on agenda.

Ms. Russell adjourned the meeting.



