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REGULAR MEETING MINUTES OF THE RTM FINANCE & BUDGET COMMITTEE  

MONDAY, April 29, 2019 

PLACE:  
DARIEN TOWN HALL 
ROOM 119 at 7:30 p.m.  

 
1. Call to Order: Bert Von Stuelpnagel, Vice Chair (Jack Davis, Chair, attending a 
concurrent RTM Rules Committee meeting, joined shortly thereafter) 7:32 p.m. 

Committee Members Attendance: 

 
 Martha 

Banks 
Taylor 
Carter Jack Davis Mike 

Heitz 
James 
Howe 

Dave 
Martin Iris Mix Barry 

Baldwin 
Present X X X X X X   

Absent       X X 

 

 Peter 
Orphanos 

Brad 
Pattelli 

Tammy 
Sload 

Bill 
Smith 

Stacey 
Tie 

Bert Von 
Stuelpnagel Lisa Yarnell 

Present  X  X X X  

Absent X  X    X 

10 Present and 5 Absent. Needed for Quorum: 8. Quorum attained. 

2. Other Attendees Present: First Selectman, Jayme Stevenson, Board of 
Finance, Chair Jon Zagrodzky, BOE Chair, Tara Ochman; BOE Vice Chair, David 
Dineen; Christa BOE member, Katie Stein BOE Secretary, Dennis Maroney; Jill 
McCammon and Deb Ritchie (BOE members) Interim Superintendent, Dr. Landon; 
Director of Finance and Operations, Michael Feeney; Director of Facilities, Mike Lynch, 
Assistant Superintendent of Special Ed Shirley Klein, Assistant Superintendent of 
Curriculum Suzie DaSilva, Marj Cion Director of Human Resources-BOE, Alan Gray, 
Director, Darien Library and Jennifer Charnesky, Darien Finance Director 
 

3. MOTION IN FAVOR OF AMENDING THE AGENDA TO INCLUDE DISCUSSION 
OF THE OX RIDGE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL BUILDING COMMITTEE UPDATE  

1st  Ms. Tie  
2nd  Mr. Von Stuelpnagel 
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 Martha 
Banks 

Taylor 
Carter 

Jack 
Davis 

Mike 
Heitz 

James 
Howe 

Dave 
Martin Iris Mix Barry Baldwin 

YES X X X X X X   
NO         

ABSTAIN         

 

 

 Peter 
Orphanos 

Brad 
Pattelli 

Tammy 
Sload 

Bill 
Smith 

Stacey 
Tie 

Bert Von 
Stuelpnagel Lisa Yarnell 

YES  X  X X X  

NO        

ABSTAIN        

Result: Motion Passed Unanimously (10-0-0) 

The Ox Ridge Elementary School Building Committee Update Selectman and 
Committee Co-Chair, Kip Koons provided the update. Points covered included: i) Kate 
Buch's Executive Summary dated April 24, 2019 and ii) the state grant in aid process. 
Specifically, the State requires that, for a grant application to be considered, funding 
must be in place for the entire project, which means that an appropriation request for 
the full project cost must be approved by the RTM before any contracts are put out to 
bid.  Furthermore, we cannot proceed to bidding until the grant application is approved 
or denied. Therefore, any request for funding would be based on an estimate.  

4. MOTION IN FAVOR OF RTM RESOLUTION 19-12 APPROPRIATING $3,000,000 
FOR THE PLANNING, DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION OF A NEW ELEMENTARY 
SCHOOL IN THE TOWN OF DARIEN AND AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF 
BONDS AND NOTES IN THE AMOUNT OF $3,000,000 TO MEET SAID 
APPROPRIATION 

AFTER ENSUING DISCUSSION, AND ASSUMING BOARD OF FINANCE 
APPROVAL, THE MOTION WAS SO MOVED AND VOTED AS FOLLOWS:  

1st  Mr. Von Stuelpnagel 
2nd  Ms. Tie 

 Martha 
Banks 

Taylor 
Carter 

Jack 
Davis 

Mike 
Heitz 

James 
Howe 

Dave 
Martin Iris Mix Barry Baldwin 

YES X X X X X X   
NO         

ABSTAIN         
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 Peter 
Orphanos 

Brad 
Pattelli 

Tammy 
Sload 

Bill 
Smith 

Stacey 
Tie 

Bert Von 
Stuelpnagel Lisa Yarnell 

YES  X  X X X  

NO        

ABSTAIN        

Result: Motion Passed Unanimously (10-0-0) 

5. Chairperson’s Report: Jack Davis reviewed the proposed slides for presentation to 
the full RTM and explained that, as a consequence of certain changes including the 
grand list revaluation, the feeling is that the presentation focus should change from the 
mil rate to the amount of funds needed to be raised by taxes. To this end, JD requested 
that all Committee members review the draft slides and provide any comments.  

6. MOTION IN FAVOR OF RTM RESOLUTION 19-7 AUTHORIZING AND 
APPROVING THE JULY 1, 2019 TO JUNE 30, 2020 BUDGET. SPECIFICALLY, THE 
FOLLOWING APPROPRIATIONS: 

 
 

 
A.  An appropriation in the Reserve Fund for Capital and Non-Recurring 

Expenditures of $3,717,111;  
 
B.  An appropriation in the General Fund to the Selectmen’s Operating Budget of 

$47,740,688  
 
C.  An appropriation in the General Fund to the Education Operating Budget of 

$100,118,409; 
 
D. That the above appropriations in the General Fund, totaling $147,859,097 are for 

the purpose of meeting the expenses of the Town of Darien for the fiscal year 
commencing July 1, 2019 and ending June 30, 2020 as shown by the budget this 
day approved.  

 
E. Appropriations for other funds are hereby made below for the 2019-2020 fiscal 

year as shown by the budget this day approved; 
 
 1. From the Sewer Operating Fund          

$4,029,645 
 2.  From the Sewer Assessment Fund               

$550,000 
 3.  From the Sewer Capital Fund                

$117,600 
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 4.  From the Parking Lot Administration Fund               
$1,593,100 

 5. From the Parking Lot Capital Fund                 
$899,529 

 
F. That a tax of 16.47 mills is hereby levied upon the last complete grand list of the 

Town with a total net assessment of $8,473,454,179 on property as of October 1, 
2018 payable in two equal semi-annual installments, the first installment to 
become due and payable on July 1, 2019 and the second installment to become 
due and payable on January 1, 2020, provided however that: 

  
 1. Any taxpayer may pay both of said installments on July 1, 2019; 

2. The personal property tax on motor vehicles in said Town shall become 
due and payable in one single installment on July 1, 2019.  

3. Any property tax in any amount not in excess of one hundred ($100) 
dollars shall become due and payable in one single installment on July 1, 
2019.  

 

 G. That the Town of Darien, acting through its Board of Selectmen, and subject to 
 the approval of said Town at the Annual Budget Meeting of the Representative Town 
 Meeting to be held May 13, 2019, be authorized to borrow on the note or notes of the 
 Town the sum of five million ($5,000,000) dollars or so much thereof as may be 
necessary for the general expenses of the Town pending the collection of either or both of said 
semi-annual installments of taxes on or prior to June 30, 2020.   

AFTER ENSUING DISCUSSIONS, THE MOTION WAS SO MOVED AND VOTED AS 
FOLLOWS:   

As to (A):  

1st  Ms. Tie 
2nd  Mr. Howe 

 Martha 
Banks 

Taylor 
Carter 

Jack 
Davis 

Mike 
Heitz 

James 
Howe 

Dave 
Martin Iris Mix Barry Baldwin 

YES X X X X X X   
NO         

ABSTAIN         

 

 

 Peter 
Orphanos 

Brad 
Pattelli 

Tammy 
Sload 

Bill 
Smith 

Stacey 
Tie 

Bert Von 
Stuelpnagel Lisa Yarnell 
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YES  X  X X X  

NO        

ABSTAIN        

 

Result: Motion Passed Unanimously (10-0-0) 

As to (B):  

1st  Mr. Von Stuelpnagel 
2nd  Ms. Carter 

 Martha 
Banks 

Taylor 
Carter 

Jack 
Davis 

Mike 
Heitz 

James 
Howe 

Dave 
Martin Iris Mix Barry Baldwin 

YES X X X X X X   
NO         

ABSTAIN         

 

 

 Peter 
Orphanos 

Brad 
Pattelli 

Tammy 
Sload 

Bill 
Smith 

Stacey 
Tie 

Bert Von 
Stuelpnagel Lisa Yarnell 

YES  X  X X X  

NO        

ABSTAIN        

 

Result: Motion Passed Unanimously (10-0-0) 

As to (C):  

1st  Mr. Heitz 
2nd  Ms. Tie 

 Martha 
Banks 

Taylor 
Carter 

Jack 
Davis 

Mike 
Heitz 

James 
Howe 

Dave 
Martin Iris Mix Barry Baldwin 

YES X X X X X X   
NO         

ABSTAIN         
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 Peter 
Orphanos 

Brad 
Pattelli 

Tammy 
Sload 

Bill 
Smith 

Stacey 
Tie 

Bert Von 
Stuelpnagel Lisa Yarnell 

YES  X  X X X  

NO        

ABSTAIN        

 

Result: Motion Passed Unanimously (10-0-0) 

As to (D):  

1st  Ms. Tie 
2nd  Mr. Smith 

 Martha 
Banks 

Taylor 
Carter 

Jack 
Davis 

Mike 
Heitz 

James 
Howe 

Dave 
Martin Iris Mix Barry Baldwin 

YES X X X X X X   
NO         

ABSTAIN         

 

 

 Peter 
Orphanos 

Brad 
Pattelli 

Tammy 
Sload 

Bill 
Smith 

Stacey 
Tie 

Bert Von 
Stuelpnagel Lisa Yarnell 

YES  X  X X X  

NO        

ABSTAIN        

 

Result: Motion Passed Unanimously (10-0-0) 

As to (E):  

1st  Mr. Heitz 
2nd  Ms. Carter 

 Martha 
Banks 

Taylor 
Carter 

Jack 
Davis 

Mike 
Heitz 

James 
Howe 

Dave 
Martin Iris Mix Barry Baldwin 

YES X X X X X X   
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NO         

ABSTAIN         

 

 

 Peter 
Orphanos 

Brad 
Pattelli 

Tammy 
Sload 

Bill 
Smith 

Stacey 
Tie 

Bert Von 
Stuelpnagel Lisa Yarnell 

YES  X  X X X  

NO        

ABSTAIN        

 

Result: Motion Passed Unanimously (10-0-0) 

As to (F):  

1st  Mr. Howe 
2nd  Ms. Carter 

 Martha 
Banks 

Taylor 
Carter 

Jack 
Davis 

Mike 
Heitz 

James 
Howe 

Dave 
Martin Iris Mix Barry Baldwin 

YES X X X X X X   
NO         

ABSTAIN         

 

 

 Peter 
Orphanos 

Brad 
Pattelli 

Tammy 
Sload 

Bill 
Smith 

Stacey 
Tie 

Bert Von 
Stuelpnagel Lisa Yarnell 

YES  X  X X X  

NO        

ABSTAIN        

 

Result: Motion Passed Unanimously (10-0-0) 

As to (G):  

1st  Mr, Howe 
2nd  Ms. Carter 
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 Martha 
Banks 

Taylor 
Carter 

Jack 
Davis 

Mike 
Heitz 

James 
Howe 

Dave 
Martin Iris Mix Barry Baldwin 

YES X X X X X X   
NO         

ABSTAIN         

 

 

 Peter 
Orphanos 

Brad 
Pattelli 

Tammy 
Sload 

Bill 
Smith 

Stacey 
Tie 

Bert Von 
Stuelpnagel Lisa Yarnell 

YES  X  X X X  

NO        

ABSTAIN        

 

Result: Motion Passed Unanimously (10:0:0) 

7. MOTION IN FAVOR OF RTM RESOLUTION 19-8 AUTHORIZING AND 
APPROVING OF REFINANCING $30,000,000 IN OUTSTANDING BONDS 

AFTER ENSUING DISCUSSION, THE MOTION WAS SO MOVED AND VOTED AS 
FOLLOWS: 

 
1st  Mr. Howe 
2nd  Ms. Carter 

 Martha 
Banks 

Taylor 
Carter 

Jack 
Davis 

Mike 
Heitz 

James 
Howe 

Dave 
Martin Iris Mix Barry Baldwin 

YES X X X X X X   
NO         

ABSTAIN         

 

 

 Peter 
Orphanos 

Brad 
Pattelli 

Tammy 
Sload 

Bill 
Smith 

Stacey 
Tie 

Bert Von 
Stuelpnagel Lisa Yarnell 

YES  X  X X X  

NO        

ABSTAIN        
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Result: Motion Passed Unanimously (10:0:0) 

8. MOTION IN FAVOR OF RTM RESOLUTION 19-9 APPROPRIATING $609m FOR 
HIGHLAND FARMS IMPROVEMENTS AND AUTHORIZING ISSUANCE OF BONDS 
AND NOTES IN THE SAME AMOUNT  

AFTER ENSUING DISCUSSION, THE MOTION WAS SO MOVED AND VOTED AS 
FOLLOWS:  

 
1st  Ms. Tie 
2nd  Ms. Carter 

 Martha 
Banks 

Taylor 
Carter 

Jack 
Davis 

Mike 
Heitz 

James 
Howe 

Dave 
Martin Iris Mix Barry Baldwin 

YES X X X X X X   
NO         

ABSTAIN         

 

 

 Peter 
Orphanos 

Brad 
Pattelli 

Tammy 
Sload 

Bill 
Smith 

Stacey 
Tie 

Bert Von 
Stuelpnagel Lisa Yarnell 

YES  X  X X X  

NO        

ABSTAIN        

 

Result: Motion Passed Unanimously (10:0:0) 

 

9. MOTION IN FAVOR OF RTM RESOLUTION 19-10 APPROPRIATING $558,250 
FOR REPLACEMENT OF HINDLEY ELEMENTARY SCHOOL ROOF AND 
AUTHORIZING ISSUANCE OF BONDS IN THE SAME AMOUNT. 

AFTER ENSUING DISCUSSION, THE MOTION WAS SO MOVED AND VOTED AS 
FOLLOWS: 
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1st  Mr. Von Stuelpnagel 
2nd  Mr. Martin 

 Martha 
Banks 

Taylor 
Carter 

Jack 
Davis 

Mike 
Heitz 

James 
Howe 

Dave 
Martin Iris Mix Barry Baldwin 

YES X X X X X X   
NO         

ABSTAIN         

 

 

 Peter 
Orphanos 

Brad 
Pattelli 

Tammy 
Sload 

Bill 
Smith 

Stacey 
Tie 

Bert Von 
Stuelpnagel Lisa Yarnell 

YES  X  X X X  

NO        

ABSTAIN        

 

Result: Motion Passed Unanimously (10:0:0) 

10. MOTION IN FAVOR OF RTM RESOLUTION 19-11 SPECIAL APPROPRIATION 
OF $500,000 FROM THE GENERAL FUND FOR CAPITAL PROJECTS 

AFTER ENSUING DISCUSSION, THE MOTION WAS SO MOVED AND VOTED AS 
FOLLOWS:  

 
1st  Mr. Pattelli 
2nd  Ms. Tie  

 Martha 
Banks 

Taylor 
Carter 

Jack 
Davis 

Mike 
Heitz 

James 
Howe 

Dave 
Martin Iris Mix Barry Baldwin 

YES X X X X X X   
NO         

ABSTAIN         

 

 

 Peter 
Orphanos 

Brad 
Pattelli 

Tammy 
Sload 

Bill 
Smith 

Stacey 
Tie 

Bert Von 
Stuelpnagel Lisa Yarnell 
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YES  X  X X X  

NO        

ABSTAIN        

 

Result: Motion Passed Unanimously (10:0:0) 

 

11. MOTION TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING HELD ON 
MONDAY APRIL 8, 2019 

 
1st  Ms. Tie 
2nd  Mr. Smith 

 

 Martha 
Banks 

Taylor 
Carter 

Jack 
Davis 

Mike 
Heitz 

James 
Howe 

Dave 
Martin Iris Mix Barry Baldwin 

YES X X X X X X   
NO         

ABSTAIN         

 

 

 Peter 
Orphanos 

Brad 
Pattelli 

Tammy 
Sload 

Bill 
Smith 

Stacey 
Tie 

Bert Von 
Stuelpnagel Lisa Yarnell 

YES    X X X  

NO        

ABSTAIN  X      

 

Result: Motion Passed Unanimously (9:0:1) 

12. MOTION TO ADJOURN: 

1st  Mr. Pattelli 
2nd  Mr. Smith 
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 Martha 
Banks 

Taylor 
Carter 

Jack 
Davis 

Mike 
Heitz 

James 
Howe 

Dave 
Martin Iris Mix Barry Baldwin 

YES X X X X X X   
NO         

ABSTAIN         

 

 

 Peter 
Orphanos 

Brad 
Pattelli 

Tammy 
Sload 

Bill 
Smith 

Stacey 
Tie 

Bert Von 
Stuelpnagel Lisa Yarnell 

YES  X  X X X  

NO        

ABSTAIN        

 

Result: Motion Passed Unanimously (10:0:0) 

Meeting adjourned at 9:05 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

Michael Heitz, Clerk  

Date: 04.29.2019 


