
   RTM Education Committee 
   October 10, 2019 
  
 
  Present: 
 Clara C. Sartori  
Barbara L. Thorne  
Petr Marousek 
 Carolina McGooey 
 Edward A. Washecka  
Janet F. Grogan  
Ann B. Reed  
Sheila B. Sherwood  
 Elizabeth Lucas 
Theresa Vogt 
 
Guests Tara Ochman, Katie Stein, Krista McNamara, Dr. Addley 
 
Meeting was called to order at 7:35 pm 
 
This meeting was an opportunity for the RTM Education 
Committee to meet Dr. Addley, the new Superintendent of the 
Darien Public Schools and for Dr. Addley to meet RTM Education 
Committee members.  Dr. Addley introduced himself and told the 
committee of his background in education and the committee 
members in turn introduced themselves and their backgrounds 
and interest in education.  
 
Reference was made to the letter that the RTM Education 
Committee had sent, 
 
Dr. Addley commented on points that the letter had mentioned, in 
specific that safety was first and foremost but that the committee 
meeting was not the forum for any details to be discussed. 



He also commented that although the committee had asked for 
changes to the Budget Book, he needed to live through a budget 
cycle and as did the new Director of Finance to see how they 
could comfortably change the format.   
 
There was discussion on the administration and the BOE working 
on a strategic plan and Dr. Addley said that he had asked his 
administrators to work on the idea of a 5 year plan that would help 
plan out budget requests over time that would work with the goals 
and objectives of the BOE and the administration.  
 
There was also discussion on the transition from 300 level to 400 
level classes at the high school and whether there is a way to 
make the experience better for students going through that 
process. 
 
Comments on substitute teacher costs lead Dr. Addley to 
comment that the costs were fairly consistent over time and the 
results of the climate survey at the schools shows that the overall 
majority are very happy. 
 
There then ensued a discussion of costs related to sports and 
sports teams as well as policies that range amongst coaches.  
For example. Cut vs no cut is an individual coach decision. The 
coaches are guided by FIAC guidelines. Further discussion is 
probable on these points but it was mentioned that the discussion 
should be held outside of budget season. 
 
Meeting was adjourned at 8:47 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Ann Reed 
Vice Chair 


