Memo

Date: December 3, 2015

To: Sarah Seelye, Moderator, RTM

From: Kate Clarke Buch, Town Administrator

RE: Harbor Master’s request for Ordinance Amendment

Tom Bell, Darien Harbor Master, has requested a change to Section 78 (Waterways)
of the Darien Town Code. He would like the RTM to consider adding a new sub-
section, 78-32, to address the use of a mooring. This section would outline the rights
and responsibilities of person renting the mooring from the Town. While Section 78-
28 gives the Harbor Master jurisdiction over the moorings, Mr. Bell believes it will
improve matters if certain regulations are spelled out. | agree that it will help,
particularly in providing continuity of regulations as harbor masters change in the
future.

Some of the issues that Tom would like to have addressed are, | believe, covered
under Section 78-26. Specifically how people apply for moorings and how the
Harbor Master assigns moorings | think are already covered. Tom and | discussed
the proposed fine for rafting violations and the Board of Selectmen will address that
during the budget process.

| have attached some suggested language for the resolution and ordinance as well
as an executive summary from Tom.



Whereas the Darien Harbor Master is charged with establishing regulations
governing Darien (Noroton) harbors and waters; and

Whereas the number of boaters wishing to moor vessels in Darien harbors and
waters has increased and

Whereas the misuse of moorings can cause a hazard to boaters and damage to
other vessels

Now therefore be it resolved that Section 78 of the Town Code shall be amended to
include the following

Sec 78-32 Mooring holder rights and responsibilities

a) The mooring holder is responsible for installing and maintaining all mooring tackle
according to Town regulations.

b) Mooring holders may only use the approved mooring for the vessel registered in
the mooring application.

¢) The Harbor Master must approve any changes to the size or type of vessel being
placed on the mooring.

d) In no circumstances may the mooring holder grant access to the mooring to
another vessel.

e) Mooring holders must occupy their mooring no later than June 15 of the current
year. Requests for exceptions must be made in writing to the Harbor Master.

f) Violations of Sections 78-32 (b) —~ (€) may result in forfeiture of the mooring.
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HARBOR MASTER
TOWN OF DARIEN, CT

To: KATE BUCH

FROM: ToMm BELL

RE: SUMMARY AND DETAIL OF NEW TOWN ORDINANCE FOR MOORING HOLDERS
DATE: DEec. 1, 2015

SUMMARY:

WE CURRENTLY HAVE OVER 98 APPLICATIONS FOR MOORING SPACE IN THE MAIN DARIEN HARBOR
= THIS MEANS THAT THE AVERAGE WAIT TIME FOR A MOORING IN THE MAIN HARBOR IS
APPROACHING 4+ YEARS. DURING A SPOT SURVEY THIS PAST FALL, IT WAS DETERMINED THAT
25+ MOORINGS WHERE EITHER UNOCCUPIED OR THE VESSEL TETHERED TO THE MOORING WAS
NOT WHOM THE MOORING WAS REGISTERED TO. SO REGISTERED OWNERS ARE EITHER NOT USING
THEIR ASSIGNED MOORING OR THEY ARE ILLEGALLY LETTING SOMEONE ELSE USE IT ON A
TEMPORARY BASIS WHICH CAN POSE A HAZARD TC VESSELS MOORED AROUND IT.

| AM SEEKING TO HAVE A NEW TOWN ORDINANCE CREATED THE SPECIFICALLY DEFINES HOW
MOORINGS ARE TO BE USED.

DETAILS:

+ Any individual may apply for a mooring in Town harbors by following the
established Town process (online registration) (FYI - you do not need to be a
resident of the Town or even the state to have a mooring in Darien's waters).

« At the discretion of the State of CT appointed Harbor Master, approval will be
granted according to 1) space availability, 2) then by the date of application, and
3) then by the size/type of vessel that will fit in the space available.

» Once approved, the mooring holder is responsible for installing and maintaining
all mooring tackle according to Town regulations.

+ The approved mooring holder agrees that they and only they will use the
approved mooring for the vessel originally registered with the approved
application.

= Any changes to type/size of the registered mooring must be approved by the
Harbor Master prior to placing a different vessel on the mooring.

» No existing approved mooring holder may grant temporary approval for another
vessel to use their mooring under any circumstance. Violation of this will result in
immediate revocation of the mooring and a fine for violating Town ordinance.

« All approved moorings must have a boat tethered to their mooring no later than
June 15 of the current year. Exceptions may be granted by the Harbor Master for
maintenance or other hardship issues. These request must be made in writing to
the Harbor Master.

» Any mooring that does not have a vessel tethered to it by June 15 of the current
year will be subject to forfeiture and reassigned by the Harbor Master. Any
hardware involved in a reassignment will have the option of being sold to the new
owner or removed from Town waters at the current owner's expense.

» A fine shall be added to the Town Ordinance Appendix of $ 75.00

PO Box 1271, Darien CT 06820
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PERMIT TO PLACE MARKERS FOR SPEED ZONES
ON LONG ISLAND SOUND IN DARIEN

PERMITTEE: T'own of Daricn
Attn: Thomas Bell, Harbor Master
P.(}. Box 1271
Daricn. CI' 06820

PERMIT NUMBER: 035/1506-39] Ap
DATE: November 16, 2015

PPursuant to Connecticut General Statutes Section 15-121. Regulations vl Connceclicut State Agencies
Sectioms 15-121-A1, 15-121-A2. 15-121-A3, and Town of Darien 1ocul Ordinance Section 78-23, u permit is
hereby issued to the Town of Darien (the “Permittec™ autharizing them to place no more than six (6) regulatory

markers (Slow-No-Wiake buoys), demurcating restricted speed zones on Long Islund Sound in Darien. Note:
This permil supcreedes permit £035/0106-391p issued January 22, 2002,

The Permittee shall comply with the [ollowing terms and conditions:

(1) The buays shull be regulatory type: cylindrical in shupe with dimensions ol not less than twelve inches (127)
in diameter and sixty one inches (61') in height with o minimum of thinty six inches (36") exposure nbove the
surluce of the water. 11 collared buoys are used, they shall have dimensions of not less than twelve inches (12")
in diameter and (orly two inches (42") in height with a minimum of twenty four Inches (24") expasure above the
surface of the warer.

(2} The buoys shall be made of Tonomer foam or cquivalent. or Acrylonitrile-butadiene-siyrenc (ABS) or
eqquivalent, filled with polyurcthane foam or equivalent and shall have sufficient ballast L0 maintain proper
stability and expuosure.

(3) The buoys shall be while with a one ta three inch (1-3 ") white rellective band at the 10p logether with a three
inch (3") internutional orange reflective band ar the wp dircetly under the white reflective band and another ncar
the battom but above the waterline. Tn addition, & reflective intemational orange svmbnl (an open-faced circle)
and the words “SLOW-NO - WAK! in black, block [ettering at least three inches {37) in height shall be
centered on two (2) sides of each huoy as shown vn the attached diagram. The words “SLOW™ shall be placed in
the center, “*NO™ above and “WAKE" below each circle.

(4} The Permirtee shall ensure that the buays are arranged and located as shown on the attached diagram and
map as follows:

Buay #1 shall be placed at the west entrance w Paricn Harbor at an approximarc latitude of 419 02" 16.0” N and
longitude of 073" 29" 01,4 W,

Buoy #2 shall be placed at the east entrance to Darien Hurbor at an approximalte latitude of 431°02” 16.4” N and
longitude of 073" 287 55,6 W,

Buoy #3 shall be placed at the entrance 1o Scott Cove at an spproximate lititude of 419 03° 12.8” N snd
longitude of 0739 277 5547 W.

Buoy #4 shall be placed at he west entrance of the channel north of the Fish Istands at an approximate latitude
of 41" 03" 03.5 ™ N and longitude of 0730 27° 4457 W,

Buay 5 shall be placed at the eust entrance of the chunnel north of Fish Island an approximate latitude of 41°
037 06.07 N and longitude ot 0739 27° 31.0" W.

Buoy #6 shall be placed at the entrance to the Tokencke Beach areu at an approximate latitude of 419 03 20.4”
N and longitude of 0732 27° 08.8™ W.



