TRANSFER STATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE
MINUTES- Meeting Date 07 December 2012 (Approved)

PRESENT: Dot Kelly (Chair), Connie Melvin, Susan Cameron, Carolyn Bayne, Craig Flaherty, Finley
Wetmore, Wendy Ward, Allison Stolar

ALSO PRESENT: Jayme Stevenson, Bob Steeger, Darren Oustafine, Reese Hutchison- Town of Darien
Chris Oxer- City Carting (CC), Pieter Eenkema van Dijk- Van Dyk Baler (VDB)

Terry Gaffney, Sarah Seelye, Mark Adiletta, Debbie Parnon

MINUTES FROM PREVIOUS MEETING: Motion to approve as written put forth by Dot Kelly, seconded
by Craig Flaherty, passed by unanimous vote as written.

TRANSFER STATION (TS) UPDATE - Bob Steeger / Darren Oustafine
Dot Kelly thanked Bob Steeger, Darren Oustafine and staff for the cooperation shown the committee.
1-HURRICANE SANDY IMPACT
- No extraordinary impact on TS operations
- Second brush disposal area opened for both commercial and residential use
- Chris from CC arranged 6 extra trailers on Sat to get refuse moved in timely fashion
2-HAULER INTERACTION
- Haulers state they have no control over their customers
- Customers frequently do not adhere to what is asked anyway
- Looking for Town to set standards so there is a ‘level playing field’ for all haulers
0 Opinion expressed certain haulers simply looking for a competitive advantage
e 1 hauler uses a pickup, not a garbage truck, so insurance rate is lower
- Lack of conformity among haulers’ handling of recycling exists right now
0 BAGS- one hauler tells customer to use ‘blue recycle bags’, another ‘clear bags’
O BLUE BINS- one hauler says not effective ‘for their customer base’
=  Problem for us with bags- it adds an additional step either to our (TS) process or
to CC’s process as someone must slit open and empty bags
= Letters have been sent to haulers noting that recyclables are not to be tipped
while still in bags, warning that if practice continues they would be directed to
take recyclables off-site and remove from bags before returning
O TOTERS- not in use by many haulers in town; Darien Disposal does use
=  Expense to both consumer (cost of bin) and hauler (cost of lift equipment)
=  Toters identified as current state-of-the-art method; we are behind
= CC purchased Toters for Greenwich residential customers
3-ISSUE WITH ONE INDIVIDUAL HAULER
- Town has an ongoing issue with one large hauler in particular on single-stream/garbage
segregation as well as permit regulations despite repeated advisories both verbal and written
- Hauler subsequently showed up twice with upwards of thirty (30) bags of recyclables
0 Hauler sent away both times
0 Hauler is also a resident of Darien with residential dump permit
0 Hauler then came 15-30 bags of recyclables twice in a week under his residential permit
0 On 2" visit Darren Oustafine examined contents of recyclable material prior to tipping
=  Examination showed trash from addresses other than permitee’s in load
= Stated this did not fit profile of ‘ordinary household trash’
= Hauler warned repetition will lead to DEEP notification
- Point made that what any individual hauler may say vs what they may do does not always match




4-TS RESIDENTIAL INFORMATION

15,000-19,000 residential trips per month in survey (R.Steeger)
Some Saturdays have 1,400 trips
0 3,361 households hold 6,100 stickers (R. Steeger report to J. Stevenson 9/20/12)
Some come just for Swap Shop
Complaints from residents rare (and usually ‘odd’)
0 EG- man wearing flip-flops who wanted a puddle removed

5-SCRAP METAL vs RECYCLED METAL

Town is paid 3x more SS$S for scrap metal than for recycling
Large metal objects should be directed to scrap metal area rather than recycle area

6- SOFTWARE INTEGRATED WITH SCALE

Darien charges on individual trips logged through software and scale

7- CHRISTMASTIME PACKAGING VOLUME

TS has no issues handling increased cardboard/paper volume at Christmastime

8- BATTERIES

Both car batteries and alkaline batteries have bins at TS
Clarify proper handling of NiCad and Metal Hydride batteries with Bob Steeger

CATEGORIZATION OF RECYCLABLE vs. NON-RECYCLABLE MATERIAL

1-

Dot Kelly asked Chris Oxar of CC to clarify definition of what is acceptable for single stream
Mr. Oxar’s responses included the following:
Anything with the ‘recycle triangle-arrows’ qualifies for Single-Stream Recycling (S-SR)
a. Numbers 1- through- 9 all qualify
i. Suggestion put forth to simplify communication to the public by identifying
items with ‘recycle triangle’ as appropriate for S-SR regardless of number
b. condition of S-SR items should be:
i. Empty
ii. Clean, or ‘lightly soiled’
Individual plastic bags acceptable; bundled ‘bags-stuffed into bags’ are not
a. This contradicts much of information currently disseminated
b. Many haulers (and town?) tell residents to ‘stuff bags into bags’
PEVD bags are not acceptable (characterized as a ‘nightmare’)
Chris Oxar’s list of acceptable / non-acceptable items attached as addendum

ACTION POINTS

STATUS CLARIFICATION on waxed milk/juice carton as related to S-SR to come from Chris at CC
‘YES/NO LIST’ questions funneled through Craig Flaherty, who in turn will forward to D Kelly
Wendy Ward to send Craig items from lists discussed today
Finalize ‘YES-NO LIST’ on acceptable/non-acceptable S-SR items
0 Once finalized have graphic designer create appropriate signage
= Could be hired by town
= Could be a DHS Art Dep’t Project
= Could be an Eagle Scout Project
= Could be a Girl Scout Project
=  Could be an artist donating time and effort
PLASTIC BAG RECEPTACLE at Transfer Station needs:
0 Lid to prevent plastic bags from blowing away
0 Clear signage that receptacle is meant for loose, individual plastic bags
CONTACT LIST of key suppliers as well as other town personnel to be developed
Consider proposal to ensure haulers are aware of consequences of non-conformity
Clarify proper handling of NiCad and Metal Hydride batteries with Bob Steeger



SUB-COMMITTEE ON TRANSFER STATION REPORT
- Formulate consensus opinion on practicality of existing fee structure for permits
- Developing list for contact info sheet for other towns (NC, Wilton, Fairfield, Greenwich etc.)
0 N.B. from B. Steeger-
= ask other towns how much they get paid for recyclables
= Ask how much staff they have
- Fairfield (Mike Zembruski) Helpful
O 20 haulers, 60K population,
Residential sticker is $20 for dump and beach; charge $5/100 pounds for residents
Contractor pays $150/permit; $91 tip fee commercial waste; $81 tip fee residential
Subsidized $500K by town for 35K tons trash
CRRA contract through 2014
Will arrange tour this Tue Dec 11th 9:00 AM tour
Alison to receive cc of his rules for haulers
Amazing software
O Fairfield currently takes all our sneakers en masse
- AS- presented list SC put together on hauler’s and town’s take

O O0OO0OO0OO0OO0OOo

SUB-COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION REPORT
- Dot Kelly asked Carolyn Bayne to be ‘acting sub-committee chair’
- Once ‘YES-NO LIST’ formed, will be distributed through schools
- E-mail list effective means of communication
- Approach Board of Ed/Schools to get kids on school trip(s) to recycle center at CC
- Education must reach down to lowest levels to be effective; eg given of Darien Sport Shop
0 Store does excellent job of setting up recycle bins and signage
0 Many employees blatantly ignore put trash in S-SR bins and vice-versa
o 2" example given by JS- hauler informed her ‘OK’ to put S-SR in plastic bags
o 3¢ eg- residents use standard trash bins for S-SR items; haulers have trouble ID’ing
= ]S proposed ‘re-purposed’ Recycle Stickers for such bin
e Issue might be hauler’s ability to see such stickers in the dark
- Dot Kelly noted in addition to our charge to come up with proposals for the Board of Selectmen
we also have an opportunity for a ‘game-change’ in the psychology over the entire process.
0 Question raised if educating public on minimizing use is part of education
- Suggestion to gear public information to be in-place in time to have effective presentation to
public on Earth Day (April 22™- Monday)
0 Noted to be effective, must be formulated NLT Jan 14™ meeting for Feb implementation
0 Also noted there are no Earth Day events on current School calendars

HIGH SCHOOL SUB-COMMITTEE REPORT
- Rodney Brown, John Kopek, Pete Caporale (night custodian)- in charge of recycling
- Club educating student-body through Neirad, Blue Wave News, Posters
- Black and Blue bins now placed in every room
- BLUE BINS VISUAL in every hallway and outdoor space is goal
- Fliers and posters for next week to educate students
- JSsuggested Finley make presentation to Board of Ed as well so same info goes to other schools
- ‘Datais a powerful tool’ (DK) and should be used to educate Board of Ed et al.



COMMENTS FROM FIRST SELECTMAN:
- Might be easier to educate residents on what goes in garbage rather than what goes in recycle
- Consider ‘re-purpose’ existing trash bin at home for recycling with a recycling sticker
- Committee to formulate suggestions for hauler performance, but final decision to be made by
BS & DO as it falls within their provenance
- Ask AS to check with other towns as to what their problems were in getting SS set up effectively

FLUORESCENT BULBS
- Schools have enormous number of fluorescent light bulbs
0 Develop strategy to have them disposed of properly
O NEXT LEVEL RECYCLING has boxes that are cost prohibitive for
- ? do we partner with commercial entity aka Home Depot
- ?do we bring it to Stamford

GROW NYC
- Clean and dry textiles only; no rugs or carpets
- Includes non-useable clothes, rags, stained clothing
- Collect 1IMM pounds/ year in five boroughs on specific collection days
- Referenced Reese’s comment on bin at TS
- If we do Collection Days at dump
0 Ifso, KISS- e.g.- designated day per month- ‘First Saturday’
0 Currently CC does not handle textiles but is open to act as transfer trucker
0 TransAmerica out of NJ currently doing pickup for Grow NYC
- DEEP would most likely need to be involved
Single shoes as a separate pick up

NEXT MEETING(S):
- January 04", Friday- 9:00AM
- January 18" Friday — 9:00 AM



SINGLE STREAM RE-CYCLABLE CATEGORIZATIONS

YES

Styrofoam (including peanuts)
Foil wrap paper

Paint cans empty

Plastic straws lids

Motor oil

Plastic flower pots
Drinking cups

Hard plastic shells

Plastic snap on bread bags
Bubble wrap

Salad bags

Milk and Juice cartons*
Coffee ‘k-cups’**

Shoe containers

*Aseptic containers; as such, not ‘waxed’

NO

wax paper

Chip bags

candy wrapper
ceramics

Paint cans w/ dry paint
light bulbs

k cups unless empty
Waxed paper cups
mylar

**Must be emptied- presents big picture issue if on ‘yes’ list



