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TOWN OF DARIEN 
PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION 

MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING 
JUNE  20, 2012 

 
 
ATTENDANCE:    Jane Branigan, Chair; Susan Daly; Robert Marchesi, 

Marianne Gutierrez, Susan Graham. 
   

STAFF:  Susan Swiatek, Director; James Coghlan, Assistant Director. 
 
 

CALL TO ORDER 
 
Despite the presence of a quorum, Chairman Branigan began the meeting as an 
information session at 7:40 p.m.  There was a quorum present at 7:55 and the 
meeting was then called to order. 
 

Approval of Minutes  
 
Meeting of May 16, 2012  

  
Corrections: Page 2, paragraph 1, 2nd sentence, change New York Times to Darien 
Times. 
3rd sentence: ..Darby reported that they re short on teen volunteers due to the 
SAT testing and are seeking additional volunteers… 
Page 3:  Paragraph 3:  Correct spelling of Chagallis to Shergalis.  
  
** MS. DALY  MOVED TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE 

MEETING OF MAY 16, 2012 AS AMENDED WITH 
CORRECTIONS NOTED.  

** MS. GUTIERREZ SECONDED. 
** MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
Update on Weed Beach Master Plan Project 
 
Ms. Swiatek reported that the Beach is open and operating and they 
are working on systems issues including electric and plumbing.  She 
reported that she has been made aware of the need for fire alarm 
installation and explained the need to address installation of two 
phone lines per alarm required for the warming hut and bath house.  
Ms. Daly asked if there was already an alarm there, and Ms. Swiatek  
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explained that there is a sprinkler system for the Concession but 
never one in the old bath house.   
 
She added that alarms were not previously required, but now due to 
the wood frame of the structures, alarms are required for code 
compliance.  She added that there is an alarm but it is not hooked up 
to a monitoring agency and suggested that this be done, as a sounding 
alarm alone would require someone having to report to the Fire 
Department, and that is really not sufficient.   
 
Ms. Swiatek reported that she would research into specifics relative to 
costs of phone line installation and monthly recurring charges and 
will apprise the Board with more information.  It was the consensus 
of the Board that it would be negligent not to have the alarms systems 
installed. 
 
Ms. Swiatek reported that the playground surfacing is done and looks 
great, and Susan Daly did an awesome job with this project.  Ms. Daly 
showed a digital photo of the surface and it was noted that the color is 
correct and everything looks great. 
 
Ms. Swiatek reported that the overflow parking lot is under 
construction and they are putting back the storm drains.  She 
reported that the wrong plants were ordered and the garden club is 
working on them being replaced and then having the correct ones 
planted.  She added that weeds are popping and until the grasses take 
over, they re working on what can be used to control the weeks until 
the grasses take over.  She added that the final painting of the parking 
lines is being completed and the parking stops are on the way, so the 
lots are shaping up nicely. 
 
Discussion on tennis court conditions – Weed Beach, Cherry Lawn 
Park 
 
Ms. Swiatek stated that Cherry Lawn courts are being rebuilt with 
asphalt, but the condition of the tennis courts at the beach have now 
surpassed the conditions at Cherry Lawn.  She explained that with 
tree roots and bird baths due to the water basin below the surface, the 
courts are really in bad shape.  She stated that a quote of $50,000 for 
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crack repair has been received, but she feels that is high and 
recommends that the courts be replaced.  She explained that the  
courts are at the end of their lifespan and would like to add the 
replacement of the courts to the next phase of the project.  She 
suggested that the patch repair be done for safety for now until 
funding for the renovation is developed.  She added that she has 
asked for data on the lifespan of asphalt courts in Connecticut as part 
of the support documentation.   
 
Director’s Report.  Ms. Swiatek presented her report for the record as 
follows: 
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Director’s Report – continued 
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Assistant Director’s Report 
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Assistant Director’s Report – continued 
 
Mr. Coghlan stated that program participation is  up 35% over last year., and 
provided the following comments regarding the lifeguards. 
 

 
 
OTHER BUSINESS  
 
Ms. Swiatek reported that she wanted the Board to be aware that some of the new 
Tulip and Sycamore trees are not fully blooming and she had an arborist make a 
proposal that included fertilization.  She added that if trees could not be saved, 
and removal is recommended, she would delay that until the fall. 
 
 
NEXT MEETING: 
 
July 11, 2012:    Regular Meeting at 7:30 p.m. to be held at Weed Beach. 
  
 

Adjournment 
 

** MR. MARCHESI  MOTIONED TO ADJOURN 
** MS. GUTIERREZ SECONDED. 
** MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:45 p.m. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Marilyn Knox 
Telesco Secretarial Services 


