TOWN OF DARIEN
MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING
PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION
OCTOBER 16, 2013

ATTENDANCE: Jane Branigan, Chair; Mark Crouch; Susan Daly; Mary Flynn;
Bob Marchesi; Kevin Webb; Erika Morris (7:38 p.m.)

STAFF: Susan Swiatek, Director; James Coghlan, Assistant Director;
Jim Flynn; Park Maintenance Supervisor

OTHERS: Alex Molwitz, Eagle Scout; Harry Molwitz

CALL TO ORDER

Ms. Branigan called the meeting to order at 7:32 p.m.

APPROVE MINUTES OF SEPTEMBER 18, 2013

The following corrections were made:

Page 1 — correct spelling of David Orner’s name

Page 7 — second paragraph — delete last sentence

Page 7 —fifth paragraph — first sentence should read: Bill Peters, RTM, District 4 stated
that he received comments.

Page 7 — Other Business — should read: Ms. Morris provided photos of the Eagle Scout
project of trail markers and Selleck’s Woods, and stated that they look very nice.

Page 8 — correct spelling from Naqunto to D’Acunto and Tilly to Tilley

Page 9 — Beach Study Group — Ms. Daly should read: Ms. Gutierrez

ok MS. DALY MOVED TO ACCEPT THE MINUTES AS CORRECTED
ok MS. FLYNN SECONDED
ok MOTION PASSED WITH ONE (1) ABSTENTION (MR. WEBB)

Ms. Morris joined the meeting at 7:38 p.m.
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DISCUSS AND TAKE ACTION: PRESENTATION OF EAGLE SCOUT PROJECT

Alex Molwitz, Bike Racks

Alex Molwitz presented his Eagle Scout project and asked for permission to install two
different types of bike racks in various locations around town. He presented photos of
the type of bike racks he wanted to install along with prices. Alex explained where he
wanted to place the bike racks and the reason he chose each location. He presented a
list of funding resources and said that he will do fundraising. The installation of the bike
racks will be done by the Scouts.

Ms. Swiatek told Alex that he will have to mark the locations and then the Parks and
Recreation department will have to call “call before you dig” to get permission for each
location. She said that this is an ambitious project and a very good project.

Ms. Branigan asked Alex when this project will take place. Alex said that it will depend
upon when he raises the money.

*x MS. DALY MOVED TO APPROVE THE CONCEPT IN THE PARK AND BEACH
LOCATIONS AROUND TOWN

*x MR. MARCHESI SECONDED

*E MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY

REPORTS

A. DIRECTOR
Ms. Swiatek highlighted her written report dated October 16, 2013.

B. ASSISTANT DIRECTOR
Mr. Coghlan reviewed his written report dated October 16, 2013.

C. PARKS MAINTENANCE SUPERVISOR
Mr. Flynn talked about what they have been doing. He said that that although the
beach season is winding down, they groom the beaches once a week. He said that the

beach groomer has made a big difference. He said that they are busy with the tennis
and paddle courts. Mr. Flynn said that they have an aggressive sports season.
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Mr. Flynn said that they monitor the irrigation system and is in every day at 7:00 a.m. to
water the infields. He said that they are still cutting trees; some from the storm. This
has helped increase some of the playing areas. They have started lining some of the
parking lots.

Ms. Swiatek said that they are spreading themselves thinner and thinner. They have
taken on more work with the same number of staff. She added that people may not
recognize how much work is being done by staff, which results in significant savings.

D. CHAIRMAN

Ms. Branigan said that she received a request for a bench at Weed Beach. The person
asked how many words would fit on the plaque. Ms. Swiatek said that information is in
the gift catalogue.

E. SUB-COMMITTEE/STUDY GROUP

Ms. Flynn reported that the plan for the Jr. Sailing School building went to the
Architectural Review Board. The plan will go to Planning and Zoning next week.

DISCUSS BEACH PERMIT/STICKERS ISSUES RAISED DURING 2013; DISCUSS PERMIT
POLICIES

Ms. Swiatek said that at the last meeting, they discussed issues with beach stickers last
summer. Ms. Branigan agreed to join Ms. Gutierrez in the study group that will discuss
this issue. Ms. Swiatek asked if the group could meet during the day.

DISCUSS AND TAKE ACTION: PARK RULES AND REGULATIONS

Ms. Swiatek said that at the last meeting, she distributed copies of the Park Rules and
Regulations and asked the Commissioners to review and make revisions.

ok MS. FLYNN MOVED TO APPROVE THE PARK RULES AND REGULATIONS AS
AMENDED

ok MR. CROUCH SECONDED

ok MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY
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DISCUSS AND TAKE ACTION: SUPPORT TO PURSUE THE ACQUISITION OF PROPERTY
AT 4 SHORT LANE

Ms. Branigan said that the Parks and Recreation Committee of the RTM met and voted 9
to 0 to approve the purchase of 4 Short Lane. Ms. Swiatek said that the sense of the
Commission in July was to support the concept of the purchase, but not approve the
purchase. She said that the location is surrounded by Town property on both sides.

ok MS. FLYNN MOVED TO RECOMMEND TO THE BOARD OF SELECTMEN TO
SUPPORT THE PURCHASE OF THE PROPERTY AT 4 SHORT LANE FOR PARK
PURPOSES

*x MS. MORRIS SECONDED

ok MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY

DISCUSS AND TAKE ACTION: COMMISSION MEETING SCHEDULE FOR 2014

Mr. Marchesi left the meeting at 8:48 p.m.

Ms. Swiatek presented the 2014 schedule. The February meeting date was changed to
February 12" and the April meeting date was changed to April 9™

*x MR. CROUCH MOVED TO APPROVE THE 2014 MEETING SCHEDULE AS
AMENDED

*x MS. DALY SECONDED

ok MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY

PUBLIC COMMENT

Mr. Allen Bixler said that last summer there was a lack of enforcement of the rules for
people driving their vehicles to Pear Tree Beach without stickers.

Ms. Swiatek said that she disagreed and had followed up and witnessed what goes on
there.

Ms. Flynn said the Commission will create a committee to look at this.

Mr. Bixler asked about the Adirondack chairs. Ms. Branigan said that the chairs had
been donated, but none of them have been replaced.
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ANY OTHER BUSINESS

Ms. Morris reported that the Land Trust will be sponsoring a talk at the Library on
Tuesday.

ADJOURN MEETING

ok MS. FLYNN MOVED TO ADJOURN
ok MS. DALY SECONDED
ok MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY

There was no further business and the meeting was unanimously adjourned at 9:00 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

Rosemarie Lombardi
Telesco Secretarial Services
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