ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION COMMISSION

MEETING MINUTES
GENERAL MEETING AND PUBLIC HEARING
July 5, 2006
Room 206, Town Hall 7:30 P.M.

The meeting was called to order at 7:30 P.M. Commission Members Present: Acting
Chairman Reese Hutchison, Susan Cameron, Craig Flaherty, Pete Kenyon, Ellen Kirby,
and Ned Lewis

Staff Present: Richard Jacobson

Court Reporter: Bonnie Syat

Mr. Hutchison read the first agenda item:

Discussion regarding the Darien High School Project erosion and sediment controls,
EPC-49-2001, 80 High School Lane.

Joe Canas of Tighe & Bond was present to discuss the project. Mr. Flaherty questioned
the schedule for stabilizing the site. He said that the area inside the ring road is
approximately 8 acres in size and the CT E&S Control Guidelines require temporary
stabilization or a sediment basin for areas over 2 acres in size left uncovered for over 30
days.

Mr. Canas said the softball field was up to grade and top-soiled and needs to be hydro
seeded. There are catch basins that need protection and an anti-tracking pad that needs
replacement. Also the road needs to be swept.

The Commission discussed the responsibility of payment to the contractor if work is not
being done satisfactorily. Mr. Canas said he will speak to the architect. Mr. Flaherty
asked how the Commission can get a timetable for completion and suggested possible
enforcement action by the Commission and possibly the DEP. He asked who signed the
SPEDES permit. Mr. Canas said Mr. Harrell but the contractor and building committee
accepted the plan.

The Commission discussed a possible Cease and Desist Order. The Commission directed
staff to write a letter to the Building Committee requiring a timetable for site stabilization

and a report to the Commission by August 2.

Mr. Hutchison read the next agenda item:
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Planning and Zoning Commission Referrals

Raskopf, 60 Andrews Drive, filling and grading.
Mr. Jacobson will review to determine the need for a wetland permit.
Ann Lunn, 9 Contentment Island, dock.

Ms. Cameron provided comments which will be incorporated into a memo for the
Commission’s review prior to sending to the Planning & Zoning Commission.

Old Business:
Mr. Hutchison read the next agenda item:
EPC 22-2006, Thomas and Suzanne Denunzio, 129 Nearwater Lane, proposing to

construct a timber pier and floating dock and re-grade and re-vegetate shoreline within
the upland review area.

The Commission discussed the draft approval and made corrections. Mr. Hutchison made
a motion to approve the application. Mr. Lewis seconded the motion. Mr. Hutchison, Mr.
Lewis, Mr. Flaherty and Mr. Kenyon voted in favor. Ms. Cameron and Mr. Flaherty
abstained.

EPC-34-2006 Kevin and Laurie Waldron, 14 Birch Road, proposing tree removal and
requesting a modification of the Regulated Wetlands and Watercourses Map to reflect
that activities are outside of the upland review area.

The Commission noted that the proposed activity involves activities outside of the upland
review area based on the soil scientist’s delineation and the updated survey. The Town
Wetland Map will be updated to reflect the change. A motion to approve the application
was made by Ms. Cameron. The motion was seconded by Mr. Lewis and passed
unanimously.

EPC-37-2006 Douglas Webster, 22 Holly Lane, proposing a terrace and landscaping
within the upland review area.

Mr. Webster and Sara McCool represented the applicant. They are proposing to expand
the patio by 72 square feet into the wetland. Sara McCool suggested that plantings within
the lawn area in the front yard adjacent to the wetlands would provide mitigation for any
impacts. The Commission continued the application to August 2 to allow the applicant to
prepare a planting plan.
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New Business:

The Commission determined that the following items will require a public hearing
to be scheduled August 2.

EPC-47-2006, James and Margaret Batson, 26 Old Oak Road, proposing demolition of an
existing residence and construction of a new residence within the upland review area.

EPC-48-2006, Wee Burn Country Club, 410 Hollow Tree Ridge Road, proposing
restoration and alteration of watercourses and restoration of upland review areas and
related grading activities.

EPC-49-2006, Kent and Lisa Eppley, 20 Driftway Lane, proposing to construct a two bay
garage within the upland review area.

Public Hearing:

The public hearing was opened at 8:30 p.m.
Mr. Hutchison read the first hearing item.

EPC-46-2006, Darien Board of Education, 80 High School Lane, proposing to convert a
natural turf baseball field to a synthetic turf field within the upland review area.

Paul Engemann , Director of Facilities and Construction for the Board of Education, and
Joe Canas of Tighe & Bond and Paul Voight, represented the applicant. Mr. Engemann
said the natural turf field which was originally approved has been constructed but has not
been used for baseball because of drainage issues and damage to the turf. He said there is
a steering committee which has retained Tighe & Bond and a field designer to prepare
plans for the field. The BOE is currently considering the proposal.

Mr. Flaherty asked if the field would be a used for multiple sports. Mr. Engemann
answered yes. Mr. Flaherty asked if there is an approved artificial turf field within the
loop road. Mr. Engemann answered yes.

Mr. Hutchison asked how much fertilizer would be used in a year on a natural grass field
this size. Mr. Engemann said one to two tons.

Mr. Canas showed a sample of the artificial turf. He said there is some work proposed
within the upland review area. The field is proposed to be graded to a constant grade with
a subsurface detention system. There will be no increase in peak flows to Stony Brook.
They appended the model for stormwater management from the new high school plans
and the result is that there will be no increase in peak flows.
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Mr. Flaherty asked if there was a site based analysis not based on the watershed. Mr.
Canas said no. Mr. Flaherty said he is not convinced the strategy of discharging
stormwater more quickly prior to the peak is appropriate. The site is not that far down in
the watershed and there is much more development to the south of the site.

Mr. Hutchison asked about the groundwater elevation. Mr. Canas said the site was
previously wetlands. The groundwater elevation is approximately elevation 99. The
drainage system will not be in groundwater. He said the system is designed for a 100 year
storm.

Mr. Canas described the alternative designs including re-orienting the field. Mr.
Hutchison asked him to describe the differences between the existing and proposed
conditions. Mr. Canas said there is currently some groundwater recharge however the
soils are not very permeable. The existing field requires fertilizer and irrigation and
would produce some sediment runoff. The synthetic field would not have these problems.
Instead of sheet flow runoff the flow would be to a point discharge and would be much
cleaner.

Mr. Flaherty asked if there was water quality data available form the manufacturer. Mr.
Canas said he was not aware of any.

Mr. Flaherty said the infield appeared not to be full clay. Mr. Voight confirmed that there
would be just clay cutouts.

Mr. Hutchison asked about the life of the field. Mr. Voigt said it would be guaranteed for
ten years but with good maintainence it may last 15-20 years. Mr. Engemann said the
replacement would not require as extensive work as for the initial installation.

Mr. Canas suggested additional erosion controls including the use of spray polymers and
coir logs. Mr. Hutchison asked if the BOE would agree to a stipulation that Tighe and
Bond inspect the system. Mr. Engemann said they would agree to that. Mr. Flaherty
asked if they would agree to a stipulation that before work begins all other areas of the
site must be stabilized. Mr. Engenmann said that would not present a problem.

Ms. Cameron asked how long the work would take. Mr. Canas said six to eight weeks.

Mr. Flaherty opened the hearing for public comment. He noted for the record a letter sent
by Patricia Leger.

Cheryl Russell of 18 Holly Lane spoke. She is concerned with existing flooding. She
presented a petition requesting the Commission continue the hearing to September 6.

The Commission discussed the continuation and decided to continue the public hearing
until August 2 at 8:30 p.m.

Document1



ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION COMMISSION
MEETING MINUTES
JULY 5, 2006
Page 5 of 7

The Commission continued with New Business.

Mr. Hutchison read the next agenda item:

EPC 95-2005 David and Sandra Kirchoff, 5 Seagate Road, requesting amendment to
allow utility lines to be placed underground within the upland review area.

Jay Inzanotti, Contractor represented the applicant. He said UI will require the utility
service to be underground because of the amperage required. The Commission discussed
the need for an arborist to provide a report on the condition of the two trees in proximity
to the trench. The applicant will follow the arborist’s recommendations regarding
whether the trees need to be removed. If the trees are removed within one year the
applicant must replace them with two 12 foot tall trees. Mr. Flaherty made a motion to
approve the amendment with the above stipulations. Ms. Cameron seconded the motion
and it passed unanimously.

Mr. Hutchison read the next agenda item:

EPC-43-2006 Michael Taylor, 30 Rings End Road, proposing to construct stone walls
and gardens within the upland review area

Michael Taylor and Christie Coon, Soil Scientist, represented the applicant. Ms. Coons
said the existing wetlands are mowed lawn. The wetlands currently provide only minor
functions. They are proposing gardens with some filling behind the proposed dry laid
stone wall around one of the gardens. They are also proposing to abandon the existing
septic system and connect to the sanitary sewer.

Ms. Cameron made a motion to approve the application. Mr. Lewis seconded the motion
which was passed unanimously.

Mr. Hutchison read the next agenda item:

EPC-45-2006, Sidney Marshman, 45 Ridge Acres Road, proposing to repair a septic
system within the upland review area.

Mrs. Marshman represented herself. They are proposing to replace a septic system for the
same number of bedrooms.

The Commission discussed the need to remove trees. One Hickory tree may need to be

removed. Mrs. Marshman said she would be willing to plant along the wetland edge to
make up for the tree removal.

Document1



ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION COMMISSION
MEETING MINUTES
JULY 5, 2006
Page 6 of 7

Ms. Cameron made a motion to approve the application with a stipulation that staff
approve a planting plan. The motion was seconded by Mr. Hutchison and passed
unanimously.

EPC-44-2006 Preston Carnes, Jr. 4 Halter Lane, proposing landscaping and drainage
improvements_within the upland review area.

Mr. Carnes represented himself. He provided photos of flooding in the yard which he said
has gotten worse in the last ten years.

Mr. Flaherty asked for an explanation of how the hydrology will not be changed and an
engineering report confirming there will not be an increase in runoff which will cause
flooding downstream. The Commission continued this application to August 2 to allow
the applicant’s engineer to provide more information.

Mr. Hutchison read the next agenda item:

EPC-50-2006, Joanne Nielsen, 34 Delafield Island Road, proposing to dredge Nielsen’s
Pond.

Richard Windels represented the applicant. He said the lawn in the backyard has been
damaged by flooding. The proposal involves dredging about 1000 cubic yards of material
which will compact to about 580 cu. Yd. and mixed with mulch to create about 700 cu.
yds. of arable soil. The dredging will be done by a “Gobbler” and the dewatering will
take place within a 15 foot circumference of Geotube.

Mr. Flaherty said he was concerned about downstream properties and a temporary dam
being created. Mr. Windels said there is a large receiving area downstream.

The Commission discussed a requirement that that planting plan be submitted for staff
approval.

Mr. Flaherty questioned whether the dewatering basin would be located above the septic
system and, if so, would there be an impact to the system. He requested that Vince Proto
from the Health Department be consulted. The Commission continued this application to
August 2.

Amendment to EPC-55-2002, CorLaw Investors LLC, (originally Daphne Cochran &
Michael van der Kieft), 76 Hanson Road, requesting stone patios, propane tank, generator
and a reduction in paving within the upland review area.

Daniel Lynch, Landscape Contractor, represented the applicant. Ms. Cameron asked
about the Oak tree which was removed from the proposed driveway and whether a
suitable replacement tree and suitable ground cover should be planted to prevent cars
from backing up into the area.
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The Commission also discussed a revision to the proposed parking area. The Commission
discussed allowing the parking area to be relocated if a scale drawing is provided
showing equal areas to be converted to a pervious surface. Ms. Cameron made a motion
to approve the amendment with stipulations including the tree and plantings and parking
area drawing. The Motion was seconded by Mr. Flaherty and passed unanimously.

Amendment to EPC-33-2005, Gordon Jelliffe, 77 Brookside Road, to allow a chimney
within the upland review.

Mr. Jelliffe represented himself. They are requesting a minor additional encroachment
into the upland review area for the chimney. Ms. Cameron made a motion to approve the
application. The motion was seconded by Mr. Flaherty and passed unanimously.

The meeting adjourned at 10:50 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Richard B. Jacobson
Environmental Protection Officer
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