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ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW BOARD
DARIEN, CONNECTICUT

MINUTES

16 DECEMBER 2008

Members present:  Lawrence, Macdonald, Hughes, Castell, Greene, Gadsden

Staff present: Keating

1. ARB #43-2008

Sherif Lawendy/Park Animal Hospital of Darien LLC

168 Noroton Avenue, SB Zone

Concept approved in November.  Details pending.


Wilder Gleason, Attorney and Sherif Lawendy, Owner presented a revised design for the structure in response to several of the Board’s recommendations from the 18 November meeting.  The revised design incorporated a 2nd story to the proposed addition; the addition has double hung windows in a one over one configuration to match the existing windows.  The Board recommended that the windows on the first floor addition be divided into 4 lights, and that the remaining double hung windows on the façade include true working shutters with hinges.  The fish scale decorative shingles in the front gable will match the existing.  The Board also suggested that the front door be relocated so that it is aligned with the 2nd floor window.  The architect, Thadeusz Rezmer, concurred that if the bathroom were to be shifted over, the preferred window location could be accommodated.  The plan also includes 6” burgundy plastic pin letters and a 10” high logo on the face of the building.  The existing ground sign at the street will have 6” lettering.  The proposed building colors are a cream body with white trim and Benjamin Moore “Classic Burgundy” shutters.  The Board suggested that the front door be painted burgundy to match the shutters.  A color paint sample for the cream body will be submitted at a later date for the Board’s review.  The Board approved the design revisions.
2. ARB #3-2008

St. Luke’s Church, Boston Post Road

Details regarding the previously approved two proposed clergy houses.

Wilder Gleason, Attorney and Chris Koch from St. Luke’s Church, presented the design for the clergy houses.  The prefabricated houses are designed by Haven Homes in Beech Creek, PA.  The houses are similar to an existing house on Palmer Lane in Darien.  The proposed clap siding is made by James Hardie planks in coordinating colors: one house in “Soft Green” and the other in “Cobble Stone.”   The architectural roofing shingles are “Weathered wood”.  St. Luke’s used a house on Palmer Lane as the model.  This house has a 2 car garage; the houses to be constructed would have only one garage due to site constraints.  The requested that the drawings be modified to more accurately reflect the specific proposal under consideration.  The Board suggested that the roof height/ridge line height be reduced, and on the front elevation that the head height and sill height of the 2nd floor windows be aligned.  The Board addressed the broad expanse of the right gable end elevation, and recommended that the scale could be reduced by pushing out the family room and the stairs to create a more articulated elevation.  A vertical corner would further reduce the overall scale of this elevation.  Additional fenestration on the right gable end elevation could also improve the design.   Regarding the siting of the house, the Board recommended that the architect explore the option of rotating the house so that the house’s best elevation is turned towards the primary approach from the Boston Post Road.  
The applicant will return next month with further refinements to the proposed clergy house designs.

3. Whole Foods Market, Ledge Road

    Follow up regarding bus stop shelter required by Conn. DOT

Wilder Gleason, Attorney presented the design for a new bus shelter proposed for the bus stop at the new Whole Foods Market near the Boston Post Road.  The design is fabricated with dark bronze aluminum alloy framing, ¼” clear plastic (acrylic) windows, standing seam metal roof, with flat white interior ceiling panels, and an integrated laminated oak bench in the interior.   The overall size of the shelter is 12’-2” long, 4’-3” wide, 8’-6” high (not including roof).  The Board requested samples of the bronze aluminum framing, the ceiling, metal roofing, and clarification of the bolting system as indicated in the color photo.  The applicant will return with samples.
4.  ARB #46-2008

Penny Glassmeyer

Proposed additional signage for Grove Street Businesses

Penny Glassmeyer, Owner, and Richard Kent, Landscape Architect from Environmental Design Associates in Wilton, Ct. presented a proposal to address the issue of signage on the corner of Brook Street and the Boston Post Road.  The additional signage is meant to help bring increased awareness of the Grove Street businesses from the Post Road.  The design includes a brick sidewalk on both corners of Brook Street, brick pedestrian crosswalk across the Post Road, and a sign post and planter on the Brook Street corner.  The 10 foot high sign post would match the existing lamp posts along the Post Road.   
The suggested that the crosswalk pavers on the Post Road could introduce a welcome texture on the street which may have the positive effect of slowing vehicular traffic, and recommended a grey paver as a possibility.  The new sidewalk pavers in Rowayton were cited as an example.  The recommended that the design of the post with its ornate iron fanlight configuration and signs in a variety of sizes, shapes and colors be simplified. The remarked that the white planter did not relate to other streetscape furniture in town, and questioned the presence of a 3’ x3’ square planter on the sidewalk.   
The Board expressed concern about the precedent of a sign post in the downtown, and the implications such a sign post would have on future commercial projects in town.  The recommended that time be spent to further clarify the town’s approach toward such sign posts in the downtown, and to establish an overall plan for signs in the downtown prior to acting on this type of post and signage.    
The applicant will return with a revised proposal.

5. Approval of Minutes

November 18, 2008

The minutes were approved as submitted.

Respectfully submitted,

Rita Gadsden

