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TOWN OF DARIEN 

BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

JULY 25, 2016 

 

 

 

ATTENDANCE:    First Selectman Jayme Stevenson; Robert Richards, Susan Marks, Charles 

Koons 

 

STAFF:   Kate Clarke Buch, Town Administrator  

    

OTHERS:  Bruce Orr, Board of Finance; Flip Huffard, Chairman of Darien Advisory 

Commission on Coastal Waters and members of the Advisory 

Commission’s Water Quality Task Force (Dave Dever, Frank Kemp), 

Sarah Crosby, Harbor Watch  

 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

 

First Selectman Stevenson called the meeting to order at 8:00 p.m. and led the assembly in the 

pledge of allegiance. 

 

 

Public Comment – None 

 

 

FIRST SELECTMAN’S REPORT 
 

First Selectman Stevenson read her report and provided it for the record, as follows: 
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TOWN ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT 

 

Ms. Buch reported that the she expects the website update to go live on Monday August 1
st
. She 

also advised there appears to be progress on Hecker and hopes it will be ready to go to the RTM 

for approval in September. 

 

 

New Business 

 

Discuss and Take Action on: 

 

a) Discuss and Take Action to approve updated Pension Plan Documents and Recommend 

Same to RTM. 

 

First Selectman Stevenson advised that the Board of Finance has already reviewed this 

action, so approval and recommendation by the Board tonight is administrative.  

 

Ms. Buch noted that there were no benefit changes to the plans themselves. She noted one 

administrative change was that if an employee requested an estimate of their pension benefit 

estimate, one would be provided by the actuary at the plan’s expense, after that there would 

be a fee. This will help reduce many multiple requests from employees. 

 

Mr. Koons asked about the change of town code. Ms. Buch replied that no further action is 

needed. Mr. Koons brought up the cap on a pension, Ms. Buch said this was something that 

is done separately and the changes seen are referencing the language being corrected where 

inconsistencies had been seen. 

 

First Selectman Stevenson asked Mr. Bruce Orr from the Board of Finance if he had any 

questions. Mr. Orr advised the Board of Finance has reviewed the redlined documents and 

they found no issues. 

 

First Selectmen then read the resolutions for the record. 

 

RESOLUTION CONCERNING  

THE AMENDMENT AND RESTATEMENT OF 

THE TOWN OF DARIEN  

POLICE PENSION PLAN 

 

WHEREAS, the Town of Darien (the “Town”) maintains the Town of Darien Police Pension 

Plan (the “Police Plan”);  

 

WHEREAS, pursuant to Section 13.01 of the Police Plan, the Police Plan may be amended by 

the Town’s Board of Selectmen (the “Board”) with approval of the Board of Finance and a 

Representative Town Meeting; and  
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WHEREAS, the Board has voted to approve an amendment and restatement of the Police Plan, 

effective as July 1, 2016, for the purpose of updating the Police Plan in order to comply with all 

applicable laws and regulations. 

 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT  

 

RESOLVED: That the aforementioned amendment and restatement of the Police Plan, effective 

as of July 1, 2016, is hereby approved.   

 

** MR. KOONS MOVED TO APPROVE THE RESOLUTION. 

** MR. RICHARDS SECONDED THE MOTION. 

** MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

RESOLUTION CONCERNING  

THE AMENDMENT AND RESTATEMENT OF 

THE TOWN OF DARIEN  

EMPLOYEE RETIREMENT PLAN 

 

WHEREAS, the Town of Darien (the “Town”) maintains the Town of Darien Employee 

Retirement Plan (the “Plan”); 

 

WHEREAS, pursuant to Section 50-181 of the Town of Darien Code of Ordinances, the Plan 

may be amended by the Town’s Board of Selectmen (the “Board”) with approval of the Board of 

Finance and a Representative Town Meeting; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Board has voted to approve an amendment and restatement of the Plan, 

effective as of July 1, 2016, for the purpose of updating the Plan in order to comply with all 

applicable laws and regulations. 

 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT  

 

RESOLVED: That the aforementioned amendment and restatement of the Plan, effective as of 

July 1, 2016, is hereby approved. 

 

** MR. KOONS MOVED TO APPROVE THE RESOLUTION. 

** MR. RICHARDS SECONDED THE MOTION. 

** MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 
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b) Transfer: 

 
First Selectman Stevenson advised that at the time the request was received, it went to the 

Board of Finance first and a handout contains detailed answers of questions asked by 

Board of Finance members. 

 

Mr. Flip Huffard gave a summary of the proposed project, which was to improve water 

quality in coastal waters in Darien and answered questions from the Board, with the 

assistance of Ms. Sarah Crosby from Harbor Watch.  

 

First Selectman Stevenson noted that she received a memo from Ed Gentile and David 

Knauf from the Health Department advocating support on this topic. 

 

Mr. Bruce Orr, from the Board of Finance advised that they had voted 4 to 3 to 

conditionally approve the transfer. He said from their very robust dialogue, the 4 who 

voted yes, thought the Board of Selectmen should make the final decision. The 3 

dissenting members thought there were too many open issues and were concerned, 

primarily with, “what’s next” and what would be the long-term financial impact on the 

town.  

 

 

** MR. KOONS MOVED TO APPROVE THE REQUEST. 

** MS. MARKS SECONDED THE MOTION. 

** MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

 

AGENDA REVIEW 

 

First Selectman Stevenson wanted to place a few items on the agenda. She asked Ed Gentile or 

John Lundeen to give an update on the upper Gorhams Pond project; requested a brief discussion 

of scheduling for the meeting room in the former Children’s Library and a preliminary 

conversation be had on potential uses for the Edgerton property. 
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APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

1. Special Session of July 12, 2016 

 

** MR. KOONS MOVED TO APPROVE THE MINUTES. 

** MR. RICHARDS SECONDED THE MOTION. 

** MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

2. Regular Meeting of July 12, 2016. 

 

Mr. Koons submitted changes to Ms. Buch. 

 

** MR. KOONS MOVED TO APPROVE THE MINUTES AS AMENDED. 

** MR. RICHARDS SECONDED THE MOTION. 

** MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

FORTHCOMING MEETINGS 

 July 26, 2016 Board of Education 7:30 p.m. 

 August 8, 2016 Board of Selectmen 7:00 p.m. 

 August 16, 2016 Board of Finance 7:30 p.m. 

 June 28, 2016 Board of Selectmen 7:00 p.m. 

 

Adjournment 

 

** MR. RICHARDS MOVED TO ADJOURN THE MEETING. 

** MR. KOONS SECONDED THE MOTION. 

** MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:40 p.m. 

 
 

Respectfully submitted,  

Leah Mink 

Telesco Secretarial Services 


