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TOWN OF DARIEN 

BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

REGULAR MEETING  

MONDAY, APRIL 9, 2012 

 

ATTENDANCE:   1
st
 Selectman Jayme Stevenson; David Bayne; 

David Campbell; John Lundeen; Gerald Nielsen 

 

STAFF:  Karl Kilduff, Administrative Officer 

 

OTHER:    George Riley  

 

CALL TO ORDER 

 

1
st
 Selectman Stevenson called the meeting to order at 7:45 p.m. 

 

REPORT FROM POLICE DEPARTMENT BUILDING COMMITTEE 

 
 

Mr. George Riley said that the project is more than 80% completed, and approximately 80% of 

the budget is expended.  The new addition is completed with the exception of the shooting range.  

The rest of the facility is open and operational, and it currently houses all of the police personnel.  

The portion of the building that is undergoing the renovation is well underway and is completely 

gutted.  He explained that they have had to use the contingency budget but on a fairly limited 

basis.  He said they have used approximately $600,000 but it was originally budgeted at $1.9M, 

which was understood as high.  He said that they don’t expect to have to expend more than 

$800,000.  They did find more asbestos than they anticipated, which has now been eradicated.  

One frustration centers around the shooting range, as it wasn’t originally designed as they had 

intended.  It was designed more for pistol training than rifle training, which required re-design.  

The Darien Foundation has offered substantial funds to upgrade the shooting range to what it 

should be.  It will include a video projection system for training.  He said they expect the entire 

project to be completed in July. 

 

1
st
 Selectman Stevenson confirmed that Mr. Riley expected approximately $800,000 of the $1.9 

contingency fund to be used.  It was mentioned that the new facility could possibly be used by 

other local departments for training purposes, but not to be considered as a significant revenue 

opportunity.  It was further mentioned that it could be used as a mutual aid shared service 

agreement facility.     

 

FIRST SELECTMAN’S REPORT 

 

-  Hosted the kickoff event for Sexual Assault Crisis Awareness Month - Tuesday, April 3. 
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- Attended the 10th Anniversary of the New Canaan/Darien Magazine - Congratulations to 

Moffly Media and thank you from the Town of Darien for always focusing on the good 

things that are happening in our town. 

-  Went on a tour of all our Parks and Recreational Facilities - thank you Sue Swiatek and Jim 

Flynn for your time and to your entire department for the great care you take with our parks - 

your hard work is noticed and appreciated. 

-  Bob Steeger has had a brief communication with Joe Ouellette from CT DOT.  They have 

information for us on the proposed Hoyt Street Sidewalk.  They are available to come present 

their information at our May 21 meeting. 

-  Farewell to Ben Holbrook from the DNR who is going to work for a weekly paper in Maine - 

we appreciate your thoughtful and balanced reporting and wish you well in your new job. 

 

ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER’S REPORT  

 

Mr. Kilduff reported that the health care renewal process has resulted in lower prices than the 

originally reported 12% increase in December.  An RFP was put out to change the health care 

supplier.  Pricing seemed to drop after that, and it now appears that Anthem will be closer to 

5 ½ %.  This now is an opportunity for the Board of Finance to reduce the town’s budget.  They 

are still evaluating another carrier. 

 

He said the RFP for re-evaluation services was opened last week and reviewed.  He said that Mr. 

Homicki is reviewing the details, checking references, etc. and will be making a decision shortly.    

 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

 

There was no public comment. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

a) Discuss Report from First Selectman Regarding Bid Award to Firm Other than Lowest 

Responsible, Responsive Bidder in Accordance with the Charter 

 

Mr. Kilduff provided a copy of the Charter, which allows them to have the ability to award to 

a firm that is not the lowest bidder.  He said it is important to recognize the wording of the 

responsible and responsive bidder, as it is at the heart of what the assessment is.  The lowest 

bidder had provided service to the town in the past and the town was pleased with their 

service.  The firm had to withdraw their bid due to the realization that they would not be able 

to provide the required services.  That left them with the second bidder, which had a less than 

positive history with the town in the past.  The town then had the desire to step over the 

second bidder due to lack of responsiveness, and go with the third bidder.  The price 

difference is not large, and it is within what’s provided in the budget.  It was mentioned that 

the Charter does not call for a vote.   1
st 

Selectman Stevenson said she is in approval of this 

due to the fact that it is within their budgetary constraints.  Mr. Bayne suggested that in the 
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future, firms with a negative history with the town be reviewed to see if problems have been 

corrected and they could be considered again.   

 

b) Discuss and Take Action on a Resolution Authorizing the Acceptance of a Gift to the Darien 

Senior Center  

 

** MR. BAYNE MOVED TO APPROVE THE RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE 

ACCEPTANCE OF A GIFT TO THE DARIEN SENIOR CENTER 

  

WHEREAS, PURSUANT TO SECTION 2-33 OF THE CODE OF THE TOWN OF 

DARIEN, THE BOARD OF SELECTMEN IS EMPOWERED ON BEHALF OF THE 

TOWN OF DARIEN TO ACCEPT GIFTS, PROVIDED GIFTS DO NOT HAVE A 

VALUE IN EXCESS OF TEN THOUSAND AND 00/100 DOLLARS ($10,000.00); 

AND 

  

WHEREAS, PURSUANT TO SECTION 2-33A OF THE CODE OF THE TOWN OF 

DARIEN, SAID GIFTS IN EXCESS OF TEN THOUSAND AND 00/100 DOLLARS 

($10,000,00) MAY BE ACCEPTED WITH ACTION BY THE REPRESENTATIVE 

TOWN MEETING OF THE TOWN OF DARIEN; AND 

  

WHEREAS, THE ESTATE OF CHARLES MEISTER PROVIDED FOR A GIFT TO 

THE DARIEN SENIOR CENTER WHICH HAS NOW BEEN DISBURSED IN TWO 

PAYMENTS; AND 

  

WHEREAS, THE BOARD OF SELECTMEN UNANIMOUSLY ACCEPTED THE 

FIRST PAYMENT OF $6,154 DURING ITS MEETING OF FEBRUARY 13, 2012; 

AND 

  

WHEREAS, THE SECOND AND FINAL DISBURSEMENT FROM THE ESTATE 

OF CHARLES MEISTER OF $4,616 INCREASES THE TOTAL VALUE OF 

THE GIFT TO $10,770 REQUIRING ACTION OF THE REPRESENTATIVE TOWN 

MEETING; AND 

  

WHEREAS, THE BOARD OF SELECTMEN WISHES TO HAVE THIS GIFT 

ACCEPTED TO SUPPORT THE DARIEN SENIOR CENTER AND THE WOOD 

SHOP PROGRAM WHICH MR. MEISTER WAS AN ACTIVE PARTICIPANT. 

   

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT THE BOARD OF SELECTMEN OF 

THE TOWN OF DARIEN HEREBY AUTHORIZES THE ACCEPTANCE OF THIS 

GIFT AND DIRECTS THAT THIS RESOLUTION BE FORWARDED TO THE 

REPRESENTATIVE TOWN MEETING FOR ITS CONSIDERATION AND 

APPROVAL.  
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** MR. NIELSEN SECONDED. 

** MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

c) Transfers 

 

 Public Works Department 

 RESOLVED: 

 

 That the following transfer of appropriations is approved for referral to the Board of Finance: 

 

 From: 

 Acct. No.  Account   Amount 

 10402144-83021  Ice Control Mat’l  $21,000 

    TOTAL   $21,000 

 To: 

 Acct. No.  Account   Amount 

 10402144-83004 Motor Fuel & Lubricants $21,000 

    TOTAL   $21,000 

 

** MR. BAYNE MOVED TO APPROVE THE TRANSFER OF $21,000 FROM THE ICE 

CONTROL MATERIAL FUND TO THE MOTOR FUEL AND LUBRICANTS FUND.   

** MR. LUNDEEN SECONDED. 

** MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

AGENDA REVIEW 

 

1
st
 Selectman Stevenson said the EMS Committee will hopefully be at the next meeting.  It was 

suggested that the Weed Beach Building Committee report at a future meeting on the progress of 

the project as well as the groundbreaking information.   

  

APPOINTMENTS/RE-APPOINTMENTS 

 

Consider and take action on the following appointments/re-appointments: 

 

a) Sig Buchmayr to the Beautification Commission for a 3-year term beginning on December 1, 

2011 and expiring on November 30, 2014. 

 

b) James Patrick to the Advisory Board of Health for a 1-year term beginning on January 1, 

2012 and expiring on December 31, 2012.   

 

 

** MR. LUNDEEN APPROVED THE APPOINTMENTS OF  SIG BUCHMAYR TO 

THE BEAUTIFICATION COMMISSION FOR A 3-YEAR TERM BEGINNING ON 
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DECEMBER 1, 2011 AND EXPIRING ON NOVEMBER 30, 2014; AND JAMES 

PATRICK TO THE ADVISORY BOARD OF HEALTH FOR A 1-YEAR TERM 

BEGINNING ON JANUARY 1, 2012 AND EXPIRING ON DECEMBER 31, 2012.   

** MR. CAMPBELL SECONDED. 

** MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS 

 

Regular Meeting of March 26, 2012 

 

The changes to the minutes of the March 26, 2012 meeting are as follows: 

 

On page 2, 2
nd

 paragraph, the 2
nd

 sentence should read:  “It was asked if the building could be 

used as an emergency shelter.” 

 

On page 2, 2
nd

 paragraph, the 5
th

 sentence should read:  “It was also mentioned that Whole Foods 

has agreed to let the BOE use the parking lot for overflow parking, and the Red Cross building 

next door has agreed to let them use their property in the event of an evacuation.” 

 

On page 2, under 1
ST

 SELECTMAN’S REPORT, 1
st
 sentence, change “4

th
 of July parade” to 

“Memorial Day parade.” 

 

On page 5, under d) Discuss and Take Action on Assessment Appeal Settlement, the sentence 

should read: “Mr. Bayne was opposed to this assessment appeal settlement, saying that it was 

relatively rich in terms of what the town was giving up, and he was not comfortable with the 

provision concerning the manner in which the property will be assessed at the expiration of the 

agreement.” 

 

** MR. BAYNE MOVED TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE MARCH 26, 2012 

MEETING AS AMENDED. 

** MR. NIELSEN SECONDED. 

** MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

FORTHCOMING MEETINGS 

 

April 10, 2012 Joint Town Department Heads Meeting at 8:30 a.m. 

April 10, 2012  Board of Finance Regular Meeting at 7:30 p.m. 

April 10, 2012  Planning & Zoning Commission General Meeting at 8:00 p.m. 

April 11, 2012  Parks & Recreation Commission Regular Meeting at 7:30 p.m. 

April 11, 2012  Board of Education Regular Meeting at 7:30 p.m. 

April 12, 2012  Board of Finance Regular Meeting at 7:30 p.m. (Set Mill Rate) 

April 26, 2012 Board of Selectmen Special Meeting at 7:45 p.m. 

 



TOWN OF DARIEN 

BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

REGULAR MEETING 

APRIL 9, 2012 

Page 6 of 6 

 

OTHER BUSINESS (Any items added to the agenda require a two-thirds vote.) 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

** MR. BAYNE MOVED TO ADJOURN THE MEETING. 

** MR. NIELSEN SECONDED. 

** MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:08 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Carolyn Marr 

Telesco Secretarial Services 

 

 

 

 


