
Minutes of June 12th 2018 (Draft) Monuments and Ceremonies Commission Meeting 

Meeting called to order at 3:30PM by Acting Chairman Terry Gaffney. Present: Ken Reiss, 
Chick Scribner, Rollie Holub, Becky Siciliano, Terry Gaffney, Allan Bixler, Sharon Bixler.  Sara 
Zagrodsky from Parade Committee and Tracy Root from the Cemetery Committee. 

Minutes of May 08th 2013 meeting were reviewed. Ken Reiss made a motion to accept the 
minutes as written.  Motion seconded by Becky Siciliano and passed unanimously. 

Memorial Day Parade and Ceremony- Consensus opinion was the event went well. Noted 

the Parade is a unique event that reflects the positive character of the town.  There were minor 
issues at Line-up in Goodwives with individuals who parked in drop off zone creating traffic 
jams.  World War II veteran Bob Mitchell was an excellent choice as Grand Marshall, and Gold-
Star Mother Pat Parry proved to be an inspirational speaker.  The Parade was videotaped; see- 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xJBbWglqOx4 

Special thanks extended to Sara Zagrodsky for her efforts to organize the event and to Linda 
O’Leary for her dogged and successful efforts to secure a fly-over by the Air National Guard. 
Commission noted efforts made by DPW, Parks & Rec, Darien Police, and our three volunteer 
Fire Departments. 

Poetry contest winner Middlesex student Patrick Finnegan gave a moving reading of his poem.  
Thanks to MMS teachers Kathryn Lindquist and Lucy Sandor for their continuing support to 
make this program happen. 

Flags for veterans graves- provided by State; required follow up, but all worked well.  Sabina 
Harris was especially helpful with organizing Boy Scouts to place flags. 

Flag pick-up and storage- flags will be removed from graves on 6/22 11:00AM by Girl Scouts; 
volunteers encouraged to participate.  Flags will continue to be stored in Town Hall space 
provided for M&C. 

Dais- there was confusion as all commissioners had not been notified to sit on dais. 

Parade cleanup- the clean-up tasks should be codified and assigned in advance going forward. 

Flag Day June 14th 5:00 PM at Darien Town Hall Veterans Circle-In Dave Polett’s 

absence, Terry Gaffney will be MC.  Distribution of event notification had been previously 
submitted to all media outlets.  Readers for flag folding script to include politicians, veterans, 
uniformed Scouts and youngster.  Collection of tattered flags to be retired and disposed of with 
appropriate care will occur as well.  Terry to confirm Town has new flag ready 

2020 Darien Bi‐Centennial- Ken Reiss provided update on initial organizational meeting to 

set up a Bi-Centennial Steering Committee to develop, organize, and oversee events meant to 
celebrate the founding of the Town and portray those historical aspects and traditions of Darien 
that make it a special and unique place to live and work. Darien Historical Society to organize 
historical data. Concept is to have a year-long celebration with a focus on the April 17th-(date 



Thaddeus Bell petitioned State Assembly) May 2nd (date Assembly approved petition) June 12th 

(date of first Town Meeting) time frame. 

Steering Committee organizational meeting to be held Wednesday, July 11th – 10:30AM at 
Darien Historical Society.  Town-wide organizations will be asked if they would like to 
participate.  A Darien High School student will be selected to sit on Committee as well. 
DHS Graphic Art Department will be asked to submit design logos, and Domain names will be 
set up by Jayme Stevenson’s DHS intern 
Ken Reiss made a motion that the Monuments & Ceremonies Commission support the concept 
of a Darien 2020 Bi-Centennial Steering Committee.  Motion seconded by Becky Siciliano and 
passed unanimously. 
 
Cemetery Update- Tracy Root noted Cemeteries currently being cleaned include Noroton 

River Graveyard; Bates Middlesex, Leeds, Waterbury #2, Slawson, and Weed #1 cemeteries.  
She expressed thanks to First Selectman Jayme Stevenson, DPW, M&C, Pam Zago, moderator 
of Support Our Servicemen Club at DHS and the Monuments & Ceremonies Commission for 
their support.  Barbara Proctor was singled out for her singular efforts as a volunteer. 

Signage for cemeteries are being worked on at the woodworking shop at the Senior Center. 
Cemetery Committee Chair Sharon Kells was recognized by The Community Fund of Darien for 
her efforts to bring this important task to fruition. 
 
The committee not only cleared the cemeteries, they also placed flags on veterans’ gravesites. 
Tracy noted the tie-in opportunity with the Bi-Centennial to raise consciousness in town. 
Noted tree removal has an impact on immediate neighbors’ sight lines.  Recommended that 
immediate neighbors be notified before work begins simply as a matter of ‘good neighbor 
policy’.  At the request of a neighbor of Noroton River Cemetery, Commission will investigate 
ownership of land strip outside of the cemetery to determine what options may or may not exist 
to provide plantings outside of cemetery.  Issue of tree roots, limbs dropping, leaf cleanup etc to 
be kept in mind. 

 

9/11 Memorial Ceremony  Will be observed on September 11th at 8:30AM.  Terry Gaffney 
to contact principal of Middlesex Middle School to open conversation about having student 
participation at event.  Since the M&C Commission does not meet in July and August, publicity 
of event must be distributed in August.  
 

Town Hall Display Case‐ Becky Siciliano noted organizations have booked the display case 
through January and that going forward, it will be organized on a monthly basis. 

 
New Business‐  Noted that follow up conversation regarding protection of murals in Town 

facilities to be put on next agenda. 

No other business being presented, a motion was made to adjourn, seconded and passed 
unanimously.  Meeting adjourned at 4:25. 

Submitted by Terry Gaffney 


