MONUMENTS AND CEREMONIES COMMISSION
MINUTES APRIL 8, 2014 (draft copy)

Commissioners Present: Phil Kraft, Ken Reiss, Charles Scribner, George Walsh, Rebecca Siciliano, Ed
Carabillo, John Geoghegan, Marian Castell, Karen Polett, David Polett, Sueannn Schorr, Terry Gaffney,
and lan Konecke.

Meeting was called to order at 3:30 PM by Chairman, Phil Kraft. Minutes of the March 11th meeting
were accepted as read with the time of 2:30 PM changed to 3:30 PM on a motion by G. Walsh, second
J. Geoghegan.

PARADE CEREMONY: Karen will write a letter to the Memorial Day 2014 Speaker, Joseph G. Gibaldi
regarding arrival times and other details. He will be invited to march in the Parade. Grand Marshal,
Walter R. McCurdy will also be contacted.

ACTION NEEDED: 1. Phil will contact Sue at Darien Parks and Recreation about the cemetery platform
set up and he will also check on the 2. Cemetery permit with the State of CT. and 3. Kate Kuras and

Sara Franzese will be invited to the May 13" Monuments meeting to finalize Parade details.

MEMORIAL DAY ESSAY CONTEST: Terry reported that individual teachers in both Darien Middle and
High School will have their students participate in the essay writing and want to make it a meaningful

experience. Terry suggested that veterans could speak to students after the essays are submitted on
the due date of May 3. Rollie Holub, Ken Reiss, and Terry Gaffney will judge the essays again this year.
The essays will be available at the May 13" Commission meeting. Chick and Ed volunteered to march
in the Parade.

DARIEN HISTORICAL SOCIETY: Dave volunteered to contact Jack Gault at the Darien Historical Society
about their application for the Town Hall Display Case.

EMAIL ADDRESSES AND PHONE NUMBERS: Karen collected phone numbers from members present
and will set up the darien.gov email for future Commission communication. Members were reminded

to check this new system.

WREATHS ACROSS AMERICA: Discussion followed about asking the Town of Darien to sponsor
Wreaths Across America as a designated Town of Darien event. Presently, volunteers from the VFW,

DAR, SOS students from Darien High School, several town businesses and various local athletic groups
help to collect wreath money. It is a ceremony which enhances the Town. Terry volunteered to write
a proposal describing the Wreaths history and meaning and suggesting the Town of Darien consider
being the sponsor. Presently, money collected goes through the non-profit VFW Post #6933 and they
can continue to do this.



Karen will write a thank you to the Cub Scout Pack 161 for taking the wreaths off the cemetery stones.
Craig Schorr is the head of this Cub Pack.

VFW PRESERVATION: VFW State Registry Designation: Marian and Phil are continuing to work on
obtaining CT Historic Preservation status for the VFW building, which was the former Chapel of the
Fitch Home for Soldiers and Their Orphans. The building could be made available for rent by various

town groups.

MERCHANT MARINE: A Commission member was approached about the Merchant Marine not being
mentioned on the Veteran’s Memorial Circle bench at Town Hall. No one from the Merchant Marine

was killed in action, but inclusion will be discussed.

TOWN WEBSITE: Dave mentioned that he is unable to find who the web master is for the Town site.
He has tried calling or emailing several people with no reply. lan explained that work is being done on
the Town’s IT communication infrastructure. lan also mentioned that Scouts and other volunteers are
needed at the new Maplewood Senior Living Facility.

On a motion by Ed Carabillo, second lan Konecke, the meeting was adjourned at 4:35 PM. Reminder
that the May meeting will be held on the 13" at 3:30 PM in Room 206.

Submitted by,

Karen Kreitzberger Polett

Secretary



