Minutes of April 14, 2015

Monuments and Ceremonies Commission

Commissioners present: Phil Kraft, lan Koneke, Dave Polett, Dawn Crouch, Marian Castell, Karen Polett,
Roland Holub, George Walsh, and Ken Reiss. Memorial Day Parade Grand Marshal, Gene Coyle was also
present as was Parade Committee Chairperson, Sara Franzese.

Meeting was called to order by Chairman, Phil Kraft at 3:30 PM. Minutes of the March 10, meeting were
accepted as read on a motion by Dave, second George.

Sara reported that the Parade plans are on schedule, invitations have been sent and that some new signs
need to be purchased. The coloring contest will again be held this year. Gene asked that his family be able
to ride in the convertible with him and that the Marine Corps League float and Color Guard be placed
near him.

Rollie will call and confirm Chris Pintauro as our Memorial Day, May 25, 2015 speaker. A bio is needed from both Gene and
Chris for publicity. We assume the Memorial Day Essay Contest is going as planned and the two winning essays will be read
by their authors on Memorial Day as part of the Program. Phil will check on and confirm the audio system, Tudor Singers,
and obtain the podium for the cemetery ceremony. Phil will also check on and confirm the placement of the reviewing stand
and the cemetery platform. Dawn volunteered to help Chick with the flags, chairs for the cemetery platform, get the bell,
bunting, and Scouts to recite General Logan’s Orders and Flanders Field, etc.

Karen will check with Linda O’Leary to be sure the Selectmen are invited to walk in the Parade, stand on the reviewing stand
and also remain on the cemetery platform. Invitations to sit at the cemetery platform should also be sent to Connecticut
Congressmen and Senators Wood, Duff, Leone, Murphy, Himes, Blumenthal, Police and Fire Chiefs, and Governor Malloy.
Karen will also contact Ken Clark about the Grand Marshal’s sash and disc. Karen will also contact Springdale Florists to get a
wreath for the cemetery.

Marian reported that the VFW is now a designated state historic building. Once an assessment is done, funds can be applied
for.

Ken Reiss distributed an inventory of the Town Hall murals and also mentioned that the Karl Lang sculpture in the cemetery
belongs to the Town of Darien. See inventory attached. Ken also provided old Darien Historical Society Memorial Day
photographs which can be used in the display case prior to the Memorial Day Parade 2015. Dawn will help Terry with this
display. Ken also gave Karen a copy of Minutes from a Monument Committee Meeting in 1986.

Phil mentioned that he and Dave placed new flags over the thruway Exit 10. These flags were purchased and donated by the
National Veterans’ Service Fund. Dave will check flags at the Old Town Hall flagpole and at the WWII monument on the Post
Road. Meeting adjourned on a motion by George, second Rollie. Next meeting will be held on Tuesday, May 12, 2015 at 3:30
PM in Room 206.

Submitted by,

Karen Kreitzberger Polett,
Secretary



