
Beautification Commission (BC) 
Meeting Minutes 
May 13th, 2013 

9:00am, Town Hall Room B-3 
 

 
Present: Suzanne Schutte, Heather Pommernelle, Sabina Harris, Sig Buchmayr, Sandy Filmer, Sandy Drimal, 
Marcia Meinerth, John Schlachtenhaufen, Marianne Wadleigh, Bob Wolkwitz (resident, guest) 
Absent: Cindy Ryan 
Action items are noted in red. 
 
Berm   

• Transplanting of donated weeping Maple to the berm; the owner is anxious for us to move it ASAP. 
Placement confirmed at the berm; SB/Elder to move and plant.  

• Update, ongoing care. ¾ of the berm still needs weeding, which needs to be complete before we 
plant next in June. Elder’s working on it slowly; DHS group will hopefully help as well. SS to email 
members to schedule help with weeding.  

• With David leaving the board, we’ll need someone to manage this project overall. We’ll discuss this 
at the next meeting. 

 
Hanging baskets  

• Delivery of the 78 baskets will be 7:30am on May 24th at Goodwives Shopping Center parking. 
Available BC members to help; bring wire clippers, step ladders. George is giving us one DPW worker 
with a truck to help.  

• SD to purchase special Petunia fertilizer, and write down instructions for watering and fertilizing 
care for Elder to carry out. 

• SD collecting plants for the 6 planters at Noroton Heights. 
 
Adopt-A-Gardens  

• Clean-ups and planting. Elder’s helping but requires more direct management than expected, so 
CR/HP will check and follow up more frequently. 

• Paw Prints - the town has adopted the island, so we are able to plant it once the stumps have been 
removed. SS to schedule Call Before You Dig; George will then have only 30 days to do the work. 

• Amy’s Smile garden. HP’s gaining quotes for the plants. Will paint out the design, have Elder 
prepare the site and dig holes, then organize a planting party for members to plant (likely Friday 
May 31st; to be confirmed. Would then ask Elder to finish any planting not done. 

 
Other 

• George’s list. Going forward, he’d like it prioritized: 
o Top priorities for George: help hanging baskets, mulch for AAGs (requested previously 

twice), removing stumps at Paw Prints. SS to give George this list of 3 tasks. 
o Rest of the list: move boulders at berm, mulch and topsoil available; whether they moving 

the heavy planters at N. Heights; backhoe at exit 11 North A; mulch for AAGs 
• Island at Hollow Tree Ridge and Post Road. A town resident complained about this site, asking that 

it be cleaned up. SS/SF looked at the site – it requires quite a bit of work, and we don’t have 
budget or resources to do this as well (we have so much on already). BW to look at putting crown 
vetch there. SF to email the resident, to let her know we’re looking at it. 

• SB to purchase a shrub for the intersection at Pedal and Pump, and grass seed for another area. 
• BC non-mesh vests. MW to have Beautification Commission screened on them. All members to give 

her any non-mesh vests they have. 
• Discussed whether we should look at funds to pay for special projects in town (eg fixing the 

landscaping at the Darien Post Office site). Question on how involved this is for our treasurer. Next 
meeting, members to bring ideas on who would potentially be top donors, and what projects we 
could target.  

• Memorial gardens in town. Carol Wilder-Tamme asked if she could promote that we can create 
memorial gardens. SS will ask her to promote AAGs, for sponsorshop by businesses or individuals, 



and mention the Tree Conservancy’s memorial tree program as another option. 
• Atria care for town hall planter. They have volunteered to plant and take care of this planter going 

forward. SS to confirm this help; HP will remove the evergreen before they plant. 
• SF will attend next weeks Green Team meeting to represent BC. 

 
New Member update 

• Welcomed Bob Wolkwitz, possible new member. Marianne’s confirmed as our newest board 
member, replacing the vacancy from Bob Baker. Pam Elliot has resigned. We have 2 other possible 
new members we’re speaking to. 

• HP created a flyer for new members, for use should we need it. 
 
Financial 

• Budget update. $11,561 to be spent by June 30th; all is allocated. 
• MM distributed a form, for all to submit with receipts. 

 
Spring clean-up: Saturday, April 27th, 8:00am  

• 215 people participated, and a lot was cleaned. George’s team removed the trash. Lots of press 
coverage. 

• Stop & Shop Goodwives donated $500 of perennial Phlox subulata. Their generous donation was 
mentioned in several articles on the clean-up. 

 
 
Next Meeting June 10th, 9am Town Hall Room B-3  
 


