BEAUTIFICATION COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES:

OCTOBER 19, 2015

Attendees: Suzanne Schutte (Chair), Bob Wokowitz, Sig Buchmyer, Sandy Drimal, Sandy
Filmer, Marianne Wadleigh, Nina Miller, Michael Chiodo, Cindy Ryan, Sabina Harris.

Meeting Start Time: 9:05 am
Meeting Adjourned: 10:15 am
BUDGET UPDATE:

In the absence of Treasurer Christina Orsi-Lirot who was ill, Suzanne went to the Finance Dept
and received an updated report on year to date spending and a report of receipts received by
the Finance Group and applied to the BC account.

-Year to date expenditures from $26k budget: $9,766

-Available budget: $16,233. Note: Christina needs to verify outstanding unpaid invoices,
specifically to Elder for Sept. work.

-4 deposits: $1200 Gardener Center; $600 Kelly Assoc; $600 Paw Prints; $100 donation from
Garden Club. It was agreed that Cindy and Michael will re-contact those AAG sponsors who
have not paid and ask for immediate payment for 2015.

ELDER SANTIAGO SCHEDULING/2016 CONTRACT:

Suzanne updated the group on conversations held between herself, Sandy D, and Cindy on
points to include in the 2016 contract re watering and maintenance for the hanging baskets and
the AAGs, and on her subsequent conversations with Elder. Suzanne showed the group a copy
of the agreement with Elder. The watering/maintenance schedule for baskets basically follows
that used by the town of New Canaan for their baskets, as discussed at our Sept. meeting.

Elder agreed to all terms in the contract.

It was agreed that Cindy and Michael would meet with Elder early in the spring 2016 to discuss
exactly which AAGs required his services, and to provide him with an updated AAG map.
Marianne will ask Heather P if she is able to update the old map.

Suzanne will meet with Elder in late August 2016 to review actual y-t-d expenditures, and to
determine where the budget for baskets and AAGs stands at that point. The idea is to not go
over budget with watering in the month of August, and to have more control over Elder’s time
and invoicing. Suzanne also told Elder that he needed to submit all up to date invoices to
Christina by the first week of Sept. so that we were have actual numbers. If the budget allows,
the idea is to continue to have the baskets serviced by Elder through the month of Sept. and



then taken down. It was noted that the Town of New Canaan planned on keeping their baskets
up until the Columbus Day weekend.

AAG UPDATE:

-Exit 10: the DPW has heard from DOT that due to slight lines and height restrictions, the plants
in this garden either need to be significantly cut back or removed. Sabina will work with the
DPW to determine which plants get taken out or cut back. Those taken out will be transplanted
into other gardens. Suggestions were Keith’s garden and Paw Prints. Cindy and Michael will
inform the Noroton Heights merchants who sponsor this garden that it needs to be taken out,
and suggest that they adopt another location. The idea was that they adopt the hilly area on
Heights Road across from Walgreens and Stop and Shop, previously cleaned up by the Geiger
group. The group will be updated on this project at the Nov. mtg.

-Keith’s Garden: 2 dead plants need to be taken out and replaced with above plantings. It was
suggested that we go to the Gardener Center and ask for free donations of leftover unsold
plants to use in their garden.

OTHER GARDENS/PROJECTS:

-Sabina reported that the 3 dead trees on the Rowayton/Darien border, which Carol Wilder
Tamme had complained about, had been removed by the DPW.

-Sig and Jeff will clean up the rock formation/cliff area at exit 12 next Sat.

-Tegu Garden; looks a mess. Suzanne will schedule a Sunday morning clean up in Nov. Bob will
research the type of grass used on NJ parkways as a possibility to plant here. Otherwise, the
idea was to purchase a bag of fescue seed and reseed the garden once it has been weeded.
Suzanne noted that the issue with this garden is that there is no water source since the landlord
of the pasta restaurant on Tokoneke Road no longer will allow the use of his outdoor spigot for
watering.

-Suzanne will schedule a group trash clean up along the major downtown exits off of I-95 in the
month of Nov once the trees/foliage are bare and the trash can easily be seen.

HANGING BASKET UPDATE:

-Sandy will talk with P and R to determine if they would be willing to split the cost of baskets to
be hung in Tilley Pond next year. The agreement would be that we split the cost of basket and
hanger purchases, but that they do their own watering of these baskets.

-Sandy also mentioned that it would be nice, budget permitting, if next year we could extend
baskets to cover all of the Noroton area, and to keep the baskets up through the month of Sept.

DONATED PLANTS:



-Sig, Sabina and Marianne will work this week at the home on Tinywood who have donated 8-
10 rose of Sharon bushes of various sizes. These bushes will be transplanted into the new Eagle
Scout garden at the berm, and at Amy’s Smile garden.

ANNUAL REPORT:

Suzanne reminded the group that the report is due to Town Hall by the end of Oct, and to
please submit their updates to her for use in the report. Also, any photos would be
appreciated.

CEMETERIES:
-It was decided that no additional cemeteries will be cleaned up this fall.
NEW BC MEMBERS:

-Suzanne reminded the group that we currently have 2 open spots. This topic will be further
discussed at the Nov. mtg.

EAGLE SCOUT PROJECT UPDATE:

-Sabina reported that the Eagle Scout garden, planted at the far left side of the berm near
Leroy, looks great. The scouts, their parents and friends spent a Sat in late Sept. finalizing the
garden, weeded it, planted over 12 kinds of seeds, flowers and shrubs, and will continue to
water it this fall. Approximately 40 people worked on this project this summer and fall to make
it happen.

NEXT BC MEETING: Nov.9



