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Minutes of Meeting – Monday, June 18, 2018 

Town Hall, Room 119 

 

Meeting called to order at 7:32pm. 

 

Present: William Cavers (Vice Chairman), Eric Barret (Clerk), David Kahn, Frank Kemp, Robert 

Vilter, Audrey Weil. 

 

Absent: Flip Huffard (Chairman), Dave Dever, Tom Lochtefeld, Tom Bell (Harbor Master, Ex-

Officio Member) 

 

The Minutes of the May 21, 2018 meeting were distributed and approved by unanimous vote. 

 

Chairman’s Report 

Vice Chair Cavers reviewed the plans to dredge near the Boat Club docks and to the Park & 

Rec boat ramp.  The Commission discussed the procedure of applying to the Town for funds to 

conduct a survey that would determine the need for additional dredging in the harbor. 

 

 

Harbor Master’s Report – not available due to the absence of Harbor Master Bell. 

 

Shellfish Report  

Commissioner Kahn noted that he, Roger Frate, and Darien Times reporter Greg Marku had 

just overseen the distribution of 10,000 clams (25 bushels) in the area of Great and fish Islands.  

The clams were distributed in relatively shallow areas, so as to encourage the public to apply for 

clamming permits (at Town Hall) and participate in this recreational activity.  

 

Task Forces – Water Quality Update 

Darien’s participation in Unified Water Study, sponsored by Save the Sound, has begun.  An 



article by Greg Marku, a reporter for the Darien Times, was published on June 12, accompanied 

by a picture of the boat and crew.  See attachment for a copy of the article, which described the 

effort in some detail. 

 

Potential New Projects 

Vice Chair Cavers provided an overview of two projects that are likely to be of interest to the 

Commission: 

o The Darien Nature Center sponsored a presentation titled “Greener, Cleaner 

Lawns” (5/10/18) concerning a lawn care program that uses natural basic materials 

rather than chemicals that prove harmful to the environment.  They are seeking to 

join up with New Canaan’s similar effort.  There is a clear connection with the 

Coastal Commission’s concern with excess nitrogen and fertilizers in our local 

waters.  Vice Chair Cavers asked if any commissioners would like to get involved. 

o Liaison with the Parks & Rec Department and Commission concerning the Pear 

Tree Point renovation project. The “Darien Parks & Recreation Master Plan” 

prepared by Weston & Sampson (Consultants) has this mention of the boat ramp 

(page 69): “Boat Ramp: Reconstruct boat ramp, provide ADA access to dock.”  In 

the absence of further detail, it was suggested that Vice Chair Cavers contact Park 

and Rec concerning the schedule and priority of this project. 

 

Testing/Tracking of Goodwives River Pollution 

The Harbor Watch water sampling project on the Goodwives River is nearing completion.  A 

meeting to review the final phase of the effort (Friday, June 22nd, 9:00am, Town Hall, Room 

119) will be held with Harbor Watch project team and the Darien Health Department and the 

Darien Department of Public Works. 

 

Other Business 

Commissioner Kemp noted that the Darien Sail & Power Squadron will be sponsoring 

Boat/Camp/2018 on Friday July 27, 2018.  This will be the 21st year in which Campership 

students from Person-to-Person will be invited to join volunteer boat captains for a day on Long 

Island Sound.  Members of the Commission have supported this effort in the past, and are 

encouraged to sign up for this year by contacting Peter Lasalandra (203 322 6309   

plasal@optonline.net). 

 

Adjournment 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at approximately 8:27pm. 

 

Respectfully submitted: 

Frank Kemp, Acting Clerk 

 

Attachment:    

Darien Times article of 6/12/18 – “New Town Water Quality Sampling Program to Begin” - Greg 

Marku. 

 

mailto:plasal@optonline.net


 June 12, 2018 - Darien Times Article on New Water Quality Sampling Program 

 

  
 

 

New Town Water Quality Sampling Program to Begin 

 

By Greg Marku on June 12, 2018 in Lead News 

 

Camilla Kline, Dave Sinclair, Gary Banks, and Bill Cavers taking part in the town’s new water 

sampling program. 

 

Darien is currently taking part in Save the Sound’s Unified Water Study, a program that Darien 

first participated in last year. The program provides sophisticated testing equipment, at no cost 

to the town, and sampling methods to town’s and environmental groups with bays and harbors 

along Long Island Sound. 

 

UWS’s mission is to assess the ecological health of Long Island Sound’s bays and harbors. 

Testing of this sort already exists in Long Island Sound’s open waters, but not in the coastal 

areas. Twenty-two other towns and environmentally concerned organizations have joined the 

United Water Study’s effort in Connecticut and New York for 2018. 

 

The program began in Darien last year only at Darien Harbor. This year, the program has 

expanded to the towns two harbors, Darien Harbor and Cove Harbor. This allows coverage of 

the waters next to Darien’s two beaches, Weed Beach and Pear Tree Point Beach, where 

samples will be taken from eight locations across these harbors. 

 

In Darien, the program is being implemented by the Town of Darien’s coastal commission, 

which reports directly to First Selectman Jayme Stevenson, and the Board of Selectmen. Bill 

Cavers, Vice Chairman of the Darien Advisory Commission on Coastal Waters, said, “The 

selectmen as well as Darien’s Health Department have been highly supportive of the program. 

In general, I’m surprised by the overwhelmingly wonderful collaboration this effort has been met 

with.” 

 

Cavers is excited to have several Darien groups that are strong partners in the effort from 

Darien High School for providing student volunteers, Darien Boat Club for providing a boat, and 



the Darien Nature Center for providing lab space for equipment and chemical 

 

On-the-water sampling takes place two Saturdays a month at 6 a.m. from May through October. 

This year, Darien residents Bill Cavers, Gary Banks, Dave Sinclair, Camilla Kline, and Kelsey 

Vrooman have volunteered to take samples. 

 

Participants use probes to test levels of dissolved oxygen, salinity, turbidity, and Chlorophyll a. 

Results are then sent to Save the Sound and will appear in an annual report on water quality in 

LIS bays and harbors. The Town of Darien’s Health Department also receives the results and 

an end of year report will be presented to Darien’s Board of Selectman each season. 

 

The Commission on Coastal Waters does not focus on the health aspect of the program, but the 

ecological side to then inform the public of their findings. Cavers hopes to continue to work on 

this program in order to gather long-term data that will allow the public and towns departments 

to work on any possible issues they find. 

 

Bill Cavers believes this program is important for Darien residents and the environment since 

“Participation in UWS fits into the Coastal Commission’s broader efforts to assist town officials 

in protecting the ecological health of Darien’s coastline.” 

 

The Coastal Commission encourages any Darien residents to participate in the program. The 

more people that join the cause, the more the Unified Water Study can receive in depth 

knowledge for a town whose culture is largely dictated around life by the sound.  

 

 


