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GREEN’S LEDGE LIGHT

Minutes of May 6, 2009 Meeting

The meeting was called to order at 7:31 in Room 119A by Chairman McDonald.

Present were Chairman McDonald, Commissioners Kemp, Raleigh, Monroe, Russell, Schoudel, Seely,
Sparkman, plus Ex-Officio Member Price (Harbormaster). Commissioners Jewett and Strauss were
absent.

The minutes of the April 1, 2009 Meeting were reviewed and approved.

Chairman’s Report
Chairman McDonald reported on activities on behalf of the Commission since the last meeting:

- notice of the temporary removal of the Noroton Presbyterian Church’s 137’ steeple will be filed
with the Coast Guard for publication in the “Local Notice to Mariners.” The steeple is noted as
“spire” on maritime charts, and is used as a landmark for mariners returning to the Noroton
Harbor. Once this is done, Commissioner Kemp will see that the notice is relayed to the Darien
Boat Club, the Noroton Yacht Club and the Darien Sail & Power Squadron.

- Seven of the Commissioners participated in this past weekend’s Optimist Team Trials, an event
that attracted over 200 nationally ranked sailors, 15 and under. The event was conducted
smoothly and without incident due to the close coordination and planning and emphasis on safety.

- The Town of Greenwich is progressing on initial activities of harbor management that is
structured in many ways similar to Darien’s.

Harbor Master’s Report

The Harbor Master reported that responses to the annual renewal permits has been very poor.
Approximately 280 mooring permits were sent out for renewal, yet only 200 have been returned, leaving
80 applications un-renewed at this point.



Shellfish Report
Commissioner Raleigh noted that the Department of Aquaculture is preparing to post the areas in Scotts
Cove where shellfishing is now prohibited.

A copy of the notice from David Knauf, Director of Health was circulated for review (March 24, 2009
“Important Notice to Shellfish Permit Holders). This notice is attached to these minutes.

The Commission discussed the status of the Darien Boat Club’s plans to hook up to the Town’s sewer
line and retire the use of their septic field. Commissioner Russell will make inquires of the Boat Club
concerning this matter.

General Agenda Topics

A motion to amend the Agenda to permit discussion and vote on the approval of the change of Town
Ordinances relating to Boats Harbors and Waters was made by Commissioner Kemp, seconded by
Commissioner Raleigh and passed unanimously.

These changes to the ordinances had been proposed and submitted for approval in previous meetings.
This action was requested on Monday of this week by the Board of Selectmen so as to bring the requested
action to a current status.

Commissioner Raleigh made a motion that the Commission be on record as approving the ordinance
changes as discussed. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Monroe, discussed and passed
unanimously. A copy of these ordinances is attached to these minutes.

A motion to amend the Agenda to permit discussion and vote on the Charter of the Commission was
made by Commissioner Kemp, seconded by Commissioner Raleigh and passed unanimously.

Commissioner Raleigh made a motion that the following two phrases ( as detailed below and in the
attached documents) shall be applied to the 1992 “Resolution Establishing an Advisory Commission on
Coastal Waters.” The motion was seconded by Commissioner Monroe, discussed and passed
unanimously. A copy of the two revised sections is enclosed below, and in the attached documents.

Change #1 — re the composition of the Commission:
“Be it resolved that the Advisory Commission on Coastal Waters shall consist of eleven members to be
appointed by the Board of Selectmen for one year terms with the following representations:

Nine At Large Members - General Public
Darien Harbor - Noroton Yacht Club
Darien Boat Club - Darien Boat Club

And with the following to be ex-officio members:
The Harbor Master, the Deputy Harbor Master, a representative of the Darien Police Department, and a
representative of the Park & Recreation Commission.”

Change #2 — re the charge of the Commission:

2009 Proposed modification of article #2 of the 1992 Resolution: “Advise the Board of Selectmen
concerning protection and use of Darien’s coastal waters: and Shell fishing until such time as a Shellfish
commission is formed.”



Other business

Commissioner Kemp noted that the Darien Sail & Power Squadron is now conducting their second Safe
Boating Course in 2009, and that there are over 50 students enrolled in the course, which is being
presented at the Noroton Yacht Club. The number of students in this class, as well as the January class, is
well over the anticipated size for the class.

Adjournment
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 8:59 pm.

The next meeting of the Commission is anticipated to be Wednesday June 3, 2009.
Respectfully submitted,

Frank B. Kemp
Clerk

Attachments to these Minutes

Page Document

1 March 24, 2009 Dept of Health notice re Scott’s Cove

2,34 Revision 3 to Harbor Ordinances, as approved

5 Discussion of Revisions to Commission Resolution of January 30, 1992

6 Board of Selectmen Resolution, January 30, 1992 (re this Commission)



March 24, Jﬁﬂﬂ'

Important Notice to Shelifish Permit Holders

The State of Connecticut Department of Agriculture has notified the T'own of
Darien that they will be reclassifying and downgrading the recreational
shellfishing status of a significant portion of Scoit’s Cove area from
“APPROVED” to “PROHIBITED.” This reclassification is intended to be
permanent and will be official on April 1, 2009, but we feel it is important o
inform Permit holders immediately of this impending action. According to
the Bureau of Aquaculiure which oversees the shellfishing program, the
reclassification is due to deterioration in water quality noted in samples
collected over the past several years and their inability to complete a federally
mandated “Sanitary Survey™ of properties served by septic sysiems in the
anga,

A map of the redefined shellfishing area is included for your reference.
Approved areas are open except when they are closed following heavy rains,
Be sure io call the Shellfishing Phone Line at (203-838-9807) for cument
status before visiting the shellfish beds.

Please note that Zeigler's Cove has been reclassified and is closed to
recreational shellfishing during the boating season, from May 1 through
October 30,

Further attempts to complete the survey will be made by State and local
Health officials, Successful completion of the survey could lead to further
changes in the status of the area. You will be notified of any official
reclassifications should there be any.



Chapter § BOATS, HARBORS and WATERS (revised 3) DRAFT
ARTICLE L. IN GENERAL

Sec, 51 — Definitions.
Sec. 5-1A - HARBOR MASTER and DEPUTY HARBOR MASTER

The individuals appointed by the Governor of the State of Conmecticut and with the autherity
vesied in said position pursuant to Chapter 263 §15-1 &1 seq of the Connecticut General Statules.

Soc. 1B - DARIEN WATERS

All tidal waters north of a line from the southern extrematies of Bell [sland, Rowayton,
Connecticut, westerly 10 the norihem extremities of the Fish [slands, Danen, Connecticut, 1o the
soulbemn end of Long Neck Poing, Dasien, Connecticut, to the southern extremities of Shippan
Poirt, Stamford, Conpecticut, and weit through the Morealk/Dianen border which is a line south
from Five Mile River, and east of the Stamford Dharien border which is a line south from the
entrance 1o Holly Pond,

Sec. 510 - HARBORS
For the parposes of this chapler, the harbors of the Town are defined 1o be and are descnibed, as
Folloves:

(a) Norofon Bay: All the navigsble waters of Long Island Sound north of a line 270 Trise from
the wesiemn exiremity of Pran Iskand and st of the Stamtord wown line.

{b) Novoton (Darien) Harbor: All the navigable waters north of lines cxiending 180 True about

200 yards from the southernmost extremity of Long Meck Point, thence 305 True for showt 850
yards to the east side of & clump of recks, thence 336 True for about 425 yards to Mash Island,

(c) Zlegler's Cove All the navigable waters west of a line from the northeast extremity of Hay
Island extending 360 True, (o aboat 240 yards 1o the southcrmmost point of Gread Island.

(d) Scor Cove: All the ravigable waters north of a line from the northermmost extremity of Fish
Island extending 280° Troe about 790 yards o the southeasterly point of Gireat Island, and west
of a ling: from the nerthernmost extremity of the Fish Islands extending 025 True shout 190 yards
o the southemmost point of Contentment Island.

(e) Tokemeke Beach Cowe: All the navigable waters north of & line from the southwestem most
extremity of Butlers Island extending 245* True about 280 yards 1o the nearest point of
Conmtentreent Island

(D Five Mile River. All tbe navigable waters of Five Mile River bying within the town porth &
lime: from the southwestern most extremty of Butlers Island extending 090 True for about 400

yands




1

g} Fizh Istands: All the navigable waters east of 2 hine extending 025 True abowi 1540 vards
from the northermmiost extremity of the Fish Islands 1o the southernmost extremity of
Cosieenment [stand, ihenee north of a lime 100 Tree for abowt 200 vards from the northemmiost
extremity of the Fish Islands; thence, from that point, west of 2 line 023 True sbout 350 yvards o
Comizniment [sland. Moorings are prolbited excepl ibose autbonized by State Smiule

Swe, 51, Disposal of refase amd oiher subsianoes.
Mo refuse or garbage shall be dumped and no sewage shall be discharged from any vessel into
any Dareen Harbor or Waters except as may be causad by an act of naturs

Hec. 5=3. Operation of boati=—In public bexch areas,
[he Park and Recreation Commassion shall place official maskers in accordance with the

Regulstions of Connecticat State Agenches indrcating the arca of opesation of the public beaches
af the Town

See. 5-d. Speed Limit “Slow-Mo-Wake™,

A wessel shall not prodsce morns than a minimum wake in all Darien harbors and shall not attain
speeds grestes than & mibes per hour gver the grosand unless a higher speed is necessury o
rauntEn g when traveling with 2 strong current [n no case shall the wake produce]
by the e such thet it cresies & danger of injury o persons, or will damags vessels or
struchres of mmy kind

See. 5-5, Mooring, tackle, and gear.

All moonng standards in Danen harbors are desermimed by the Harbor Masier and will be
approved by the Board of Sclectmen. These standards are available i the Danen Town Clerk's

Office, and from the Harbor Master. Standards reganding the oolor and shape of mooring buoys
are required 1o comply with subsection (a) of section 15-121-A3 of the Regulations of
Connscticat A poncies.

Sec. 56, Interferemce with channels.
Under no circumstances shall moonngs interfere with the free use of channels

See. 5T Spechal regulations governing Darien (Noroton) harbors and waters.

The Harbor Master shall have junsdiction over moorings, dock (whether foating or fixed 1o the
larsd ), or other matters pertxining to water craft and their regulstions on Holly Pond.  Hally Pond
peer, dock and mooring applications within the kermtorial Limits of Derien will be subject to
Danien Regulations and Siate Statuies and Regulations.

Seer. 8. Penslties.

eolsivon of any provisions of these regulaiions in any Danen waters {oxoepd Five Mile Biver)
shall be punishable by a fine in sccordance with Danien and State Boating Statuses and
Regulations. The provisions of this section ane in additson to and do noi supersede any penaltics
resuliing lrom simultaneows vioksions of Sate or Foderal laws,



See, 59, Appeal.

Any person aggrieved by a decision of the Harbor Masier, or a Deputy Harbor Master made
pursuant i the powers grasted m ihis chepter may appeal such decision to the Boasd of
Selecimen in writing within fifbeen (15) days of the decision. The Board of Selectmen is
empowened, afier & hearing 10 be held within tharty (30} days of receipt of the appeal at which
bsoth the ppellant and the official involved shall be given an opportandty te be heard apon a
finding that such decizion does nol conlprm o the proviston of thas chapler or Sase Stalulss ar
Regulations, to reverse or amend such decision

S 51 Coordimstion with ather governmental biws and regolations.
paorthing herein comtained shall bar or prevent the Harbor Master of the Town or amy of his
dieputies. from perfosming those dubies which have been assigned o him under the General
Statutes of the Siate.

Sec, 3=11. Rafting of Boats
Mo more than three boats may rafl iogether on cne mooring aremgier in Daricn Waiers,




Revision of Advitory Cammitiion on Coastal Waters RBeiclulion

The original resolution creating the Coastal Waters Commission was pasted by the Board of
Selectmen January 30, 1992_ It was formed for a list of 7 purposes. The commission originally
consiited of nine commissioners which in January, 1993 was expanded o cleven commissaners,
five ol whom were “at large members” while the other trven represented five Darien coaital
neighborhoods and the Darien Boat Club and Noraton Yacht Club. Based on discussions with First
Selectwoman Kiein, it appears timely to revise the formation of the Commission a3 Tollows,
eliminating the neighborhood representation which has been difficult to fll, but keeping the
Boat and Yacht Club representations because of the value thiy bring to the Town, The new
reselutbon would read as follows:

“Be it resolved that the Advisory Commission on Coastal Waters shall consist of eleven members
to be appointed by the Board of Selectmen lor one year terms with the lollowing representations:

Mine Al large mamibeers Ceneral Public
Darien Harbor Marston Yacht Clulbs
Darien Boatl Cheb Drarien Boat Clil

And with the following to be ex-officie members:
The Harbor Master, the Depuly Harbor Mater, a repredentative of the Daren Police Department,
and & representative of the Park & Becreation Commission.”

In an initiative sent to the BOS on june 10, 2002, the commission recemmended & change in one
of the articles. This was not approved by the BOS, The fallowing are the original article 82, the
2002 proposed article 82, and a proposed new revision of article 82 If the BOS I considering a
charter change such as above, it Is proposed that they alto include a change in article 82 as
folbowes:

Oviginal article 82: “Advise the Board of Selectmen concerning recreational uses of Darlen's
coastal waters and shell fishing until such time as a Shellfish Commission Is Formed.”

2002 Prapased article #2: “Advise the Board of Sebectmen concerning protection and use of
Darien’ coastal waters and coastling; and shell fishing until such time as a Shelifish Commistion
is lormed”

2009 Proposed article #2: “Advise the Board of Selectmen ConCerning protection and use of
Darien’s coastal waters: and Shell fishing until such time a1 a Shelfish Commission |5 formed.®

This change would better reflect the commission’s broad role concerning the use, safety, and
protection of Darien’s unique and valuable waters; beyond purely recreational uses. Our
involverment in such issues as Broadwaler, water quality, plers and jetlies into our waters,
dredging, and recreational and commercial shellfish are cxamples of our recent activities,

Sandy McDonald



Resolution Escablishing An
Advisory Commission on Coastal Waters

B2 IT RESOLVED by the Board of Selact=en that an Advisery Commission on
Cocastal Waters be forzmed for tha falloWimy purposes:

1. Advise the Board of Selectzen of any recossendad changes to the Town
boating crdinance as described in chapter 5.

2. Advise the Board of Selectzan cohcerning r;h::-nl:i:nal ises of Darian‘s
coastal waters and shellfishing nntil suek risg as a Shellfish
Commission is formed.

7. Accapt reports and suggestions fres the Sarbersmaster.

4. Receive reports and letters froz the public pecrtaining to Darien’'s
WaALArs.

5. Consult with the Darien Police Department on specific problass and work
with the Police Dapartsent, Fire Departzant, Coast Suard and
Barborzastar in presoting boating safety.

€. Carry out such other assigneents as Bay te assigned to it fro= tize to
tize by the Board of Select=zan.

7. Provide the Board of Salectzen with Frograss reports as necessary and an
annual report of the Commissicn's activities,

BE IF FURTEER RESOLVED that the Advisory Comaission on Coastal Waters shall
consist of nine members to be appointed by the Board of Salectzen for terss
expiring on February 15, 199) with the following representations:

Ar Lame aguws e Gll.-\.-l-".,.l-ﬂrhl'n-

At Large Mesber General Public

At Larga Mamber Ganeral Fublic

At Large Mezber Faneral Public

At Large Mgmbar Ganaral Publie

Takenake Assec. Tokaneks Property Owners Associaticn

Scott's Cova contentzent Island, Delarield Island or Sales
Straits Property Owners Associaticn
Narotan Narbse Darien Boat club
Noroton Harbkar Naraton ¥acht clopk
Neroton Harbor Neraton Say Pro ¥ Owners Associaticn
Zeiglers Cove FoEas L9 ﬂ.—_mf.
tha

And with the follewing to be ex-officio seshers: tha Barborzastar,
Jepuly Narborzaster, a reprasentative of the Darien Folice Dapartzant, &nd &

reprefentative of the Park & Recreatisn Commission,

Irected by the Board of Select=en on i FhlllFiN




