
Five Mile River Commission 
May 3, 2018 Meeting Minutes 

Norwalk City Hall 
125 East Avenue, Room 101 

Norwalk, CT 06851 
 
Commission members in attendance: 
John deRegt 
Dirk Leasure 
Wim Jessup 
 
David Snyder, Harbor Superintendent 
Steve Bartush, Assistant Harbor Superintendent 
 
Absent: Matthew Marion, Chairman  
 
Guests: Ellie Milhalidis, TJ Twoho, Tim Pettee, Ted O’Neil, Jurek Antoszewski,, Ray 
Tienken, Sargent LaPak 
 
The Five Mile River Commission meeting commenced at 7:32 p.m. with a unanimous 
vote to ratify the Commission’s prior approval of its February 2018 meeting minutes, 
which had been reviewed, approved, and filed electronically with Darien and Norwalk 
within the statutory period shortly after the February meeting.  
 
The Commission greeted the marine police and marina representatives in attendance 
and moved into a general discussion of the Commission’s concerns and initiatives on 
the Five Mile River. The Commission’s concerns include maintaining a strong presence 
of marine police on the river to help manage the transient movements of kayakers and 
paddle boarders, and enforcing the no wake zone. Pump-out enforcement was 
discussed as well as the successful first season of East Norwalk Blue, the non-profit 
pump-out boats now available on the Five Mile River and in other local harbors. The 
Commission encouraged the meeting guests to share information about this free service 
with their dock customers. 
  
The status of the transient mooring program was then discussed. Harbor 
Superintendent Snyder reported that two transient mooring spots had being designated 
and the appropriate ground tackle is currently being inspected. Transient mooring balls 
will be painted either bright orange or bright green. Commissioner Jessup reported that 
he needed funds and the Commission’s authorization to open a checking account in 
order to establish the DockWa transient boater account. The Commission granted this 
authorization by unanimous vote and Harbor Superintendent Snyder was asked to draft 
a letter to Fairfield County Bank to establish the account. The Commission also voted 
unanimously to set a $30 per night transient mooring fee for the 2018 season. 
 
Next, discussion ensued regarding the importance of updating and maintaining accurate 
dock customer databases to ensure timely payment of the river use fee. The 



Commission also repeated its earlier request that, if possible, marinas should try to 
collect the annual use fees directly from their customers. Commissioner Leasure 
discussed potential ways to facilitate the payment of the annual use fees by boaters and 
dock renters on the river.  
 
Representatives from the local marinas and marine service providers offered insights 
about river usage and the benefit of spot dredging, and asked about the status of future 
dredging activities in the river.  
 
Commissioner deRegt discussed potential mooring string refinements, such as reducing 
the number of mooring strings, eliminating abandoned moorings, and standardizing 
gaps, all of which which the marina owners supported.   
 
Sargent LaPak from the Norwalk Marine Police (NMP) discussed the presence of the 
marine police on the river and confirmed that NMP would continue to provide support 
during the 2018 season. He also noted the importance of enforcing PFD requirements 
for boaters and paddleboards/kayakers, and helping to keep kayaks and paddle 
boarders out of main channel.   
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:55 pm. The next meeting is scheduled for June 7, 2018 
at 7:30 pm at Darien Town Hall, 2 Renshaw Road, Room 119, Darien, Connecticut. 
 
Respectively submitted, David Snyder, Harbor Superintendent.  


