Five Mile River Commission
Meeting Minutes: June 12, 2014
The Boardroom, Rowayton Community Center
33 Highland Ave., Rowayton, CT 06853

Commission members in attendance:
Matthew Marion, Chairman

John deRegt, Commissioner

Dirk Leasure, Commissioner

Ray Meurer, Harbor Superintendent

David Snyder, Assistant Harbor Superintendent

Guests:
Steve Bartush, Norwalk Resident
John Leasure

Matthew Marion took the chair at 7:28 p.m. with a quorum of Commissioners present and
noted that the minutes of the May 8, 2014 meeting had been unanimously approved by the
Commissioners electronically.

Chairman Marion confirmed that the dock and bulkhead application covering 135 Rowayton
Ave. has been filed with the Department of Energy and Environmental Protection (DEEPZ). He
also requested that the Commissioners discuss the Commission’s draft decision covering the
Tierney dock application at{ 17 Butlers Island Roadéd}- in executive session at the end of the
meeting.

The Harbor Superintendent reported current financial results for the Commission, with YTD
income of $40,650 and expenses of $5,978, according to Administrative Assistant, Tammy Papp.

Harbor Superintendent Meurer noted that several boat owners who keep boats at docks have
not paid the harbor use fee for several years. Chairman Marion said he would draft a notice to
be sent to the delinquent owners advising them they need to pay the fee and any arrearages.

Assistant Harbor Superintendent Snyder indicated that he would walk the marina docks and
record the Connecticut registration numbers of boats not displaying harbor use fee decals, as
required by law. The numbers will be compared to the database of current dock customers and
an email will be sent reminding non-complying boats to display decals and/or pay the harbor
use fee. In the case of boat owners not in the database, Messrs. Snyder and Meurer will provide
the Connecticut registration numbers of these unlisted boats to the marina operators with the
request that they provide the names and addresses of the boat owners for follow up.



Commissioner Leasure commented that the Commission should continue its efforts to urge the
State to raise the maximum harbor use fee currently set at $200, in order to accelerate
collection of fees for the Five Mile River dredging fund.

The Harbor Superintendent reported he had phoned and emailed Ed O’Donnell, Chief of
Navigation, New England Army Corps of Engineers, enquiring about plans for future
hydrographic surveys of Five Mile River and is waiting for a response.

Regarding pump out facilities available to boat owners in Five Mile River, the Harbor
Superintendent noted The Boatworks has a working pump out station at their service docks. In
addition, the Soundkeeper operates a pump out boat that will pump out holding tanks on
moored boats free of charge. One boat owner in Five Mile River has signed up for the service so
far this year. Boat owners can sign up for regular pump outs by going to
www.soundkeeper.com Other nearby pump out stations include Norwalk Cove Marina,
Norwalk Visitor’s Dock, and Rex Marine Center.

The Harbor Superintendent reported that the Downunder Kayak Center at 157 Rowayton Ave.
has agreed to pay $600 this year toward the cost of maintaining the nine “kayak/paddle” buoys
on the western shore that mark a trail for kayakers and paddle board operators to follow when
transiting the River. Those buoys form a trail outside the channel for customers of Downunder
as well as private kayak owners navigating the River.

It was noted that the working clam boat at mooring location A12 has no numbers or name on
the hull and that there is a jumble of miscellaneous gear piled on the boat. The Harbor
Superintendent said he will contact the owner to find out his plans regarding the boat.

Commissioner deRegt noted he is now a member of the newly created Rowayton Village
Planning Committee, a working group of interested residents of Rowayton, and has been asked
to brief the members about the Five Mile River Commission. He plans to provide a draft of his
presentation to Commission members for their comments.-

Steve Bartush reported he recently observed a drone flying parallel to the river above the
marina at 71 Rowayton Ave. He also noted that the Norwalk Shellfish Commission is helping to
fund a study by the Norwalk Water Quality Committee to improve the existing water testing
scheduling to identify point sources of pollution and to potentially differentiate bacterial
pollution sources.

Chairman Marion convened an executive session at 8:12 p.m. and Steve Bartush and John
Leasure left the meeting.

_The meeting was adjourned at 8:28 p.m.
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Comment [MM1]: Ray, we asked for this at
the last meeting, | believe.




The remaining meeting dates for 2014 are July 24, September 11, October 23 and December 4.
Respectfully submitted,

Ray Meurer
Harbor Superintendent



