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Turn on the lights? View the m

Darien playoff football game moved to Norwalk as talks on lighting 20th Anniversary “=.=g!
e Section Here
By Metvin Mason on December 5, 2013 In Latest News, News, Spors - 0 Commenls ——
N A & | e lr o
About author The Darien High School football 1eam ook the field Tuesday night as the home éf%.‘ i St e S
team against Daniel Hand High School ! MAKE A FINANCIAL CHANGE roR 2014
Get on the Road to Change
However, the Blue Wave squad did not 1ake a single snap of its first round with an Auto Loan fiom Mutual Sceurity
CIAC Class L contest within the town borders. That's because the home field at Rutes wt howw st (
Melvin Mason Darien High does not have permanent lighting. The lack of lights forced the % . k *ig
game to be played at Jack Casagrande Field at Brien MeMahon High School in - G —.,..".ﬁ?:'?
Norwalk. 24-60 Months |

Discussion about adding permanent lights to ihe DHS field has gone on for
nearly a decade. Supparters say Il will give high school siudents student.

<

athletes more tima to play, bul some neighbors near the field remain against s :’;‘;‘“,"_;g ot Mwﬁcﬁu&m
lighting, befieving it will disrupt their quality of life with more noise and ather Yo, Aot Lz WAREEAm TR
disiractions.

While relocating the game may have bothered some, the night in Norwalk OUtdOOf Spom Center

ended on a high note as Darien kicked a late field goal 10 beat Daniel Hand 0 Doy B | o 7 W C 38 13 7O
High Schoof of Madison 31-29. Darien's semifinal opponent will be Middlgtown R
High School at 2 p.m. Saturday at Pomperaug High Schoolin Southbury.

The Darlen Board of Education in 2008 withdrew a $550,000 appropriation
request it had with the Representative Town Meeling. The appropriation was
equivalent 10 a gilt being offered to the town Io finance a lights project. That
same year, the Planning & Zoning Commiseion voted not 1o hear a lights
proposal because the project did not fit in with lown's plan of conservation and
development,

7,3 Donate Your Car, Boat, RV or Real Estate
"5 You dor't have 1o donate a kidney to save a Efe,

Darlen High head football coach Rob Trifene said last Friday that was
disappointed that his team, which clinched the top seed in Class L after a
dramatic 28-24 win over rival New Canaan on Thanksgiving, could not enjoy a ) Cr donaie on ki
home game alter all their hard work. Darien High officials talked with McMahon =~ MatchingDencrs.com
officials last waek about being able to usa the McMahon field in case the Blue ;

Wave eamed a home playolf game. The Blue Wave players boarded buses and
{raveied to McMahon Sunday afterncon to practice at Casagrande Field
Darien's football team had to play a home game at McMahon last year once
play resumed following the cleanup from Supersiorm Sandy. Trifone said

Click here for

f  TIATE . =
“Ihink it’s an injustice 1o those high school athletes,” Trifone said last Friday, ] % this week's e-edition.
noting that the New Canaan team Darien defeated enjoyed a home game at the 'ﬁ I Subscription required.

Rams’ Dunning Stadium, a field equipped with lights.

Darien is the only schoot among the four Fairfield Counly Interscholastic - ) - -
Athletic Conference members to make the playoffs that does not have ! DUCATION INFORMATION
permanent lighting at its field. Two FCIAC schools that did nat make the -, FOR PARENTS

playoffs, Marding High Schaol in Bridgeport and Trinily Catholic High School in . AND ERDUCATORS
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Stamford, also don't have lights at their home fields. Staples High School in
Weslport added lighting (o its field last year

“This situation not only deprives our players and fans of a iremendous
community experience bul also affects many other community organizations
that would benafit as well as other sports that use the stadium field including
field hockey and lacrosse,” Trifone added in a statement, “it's my hope that this
helps demonstrate the need for lights and hew much we could all benefit from
thair instaliation

The Connecticut Interscholastic Athletic Conferenca, the state's govemning
athletics organization, has scheduled first round playeff games for Tuesday
evernings after the regular season for about 15 years, said Joel Cookson, CIAC
direclor of media and sports Informalion. The games are held in the avening to
allow people to attend the games during the week, he said,

“While we would like every school to be able to play home games at their
school, there are certain standards that need to be adhered 10 in order to be
sura all isams and fans have an equal qualily experience in their playoff
games,” Cookson sald in an email. *We used to allow the renting of iemporary
lights but lasi year that was changed to require permanent lighting. The reason
for that is thai the qualily of temporary lights is not as good and the towers are
not as tall. So punis would go over the lights and parts of the fields would be
unlit.”

Cookson said many teams have moved their games to fields with lights and
some have added lighting, which, he said, “enhances their experience
throughout the year, not just in the playoffs.”

Mo Minicus, head coach of the Darlen High field hockey that recently won a
state championship, considers il "a shama” that the football isam and other fall
sports teams cannot play nighttime home games due to the lack of lighting. The
school also can't host stale tournament games as a neutral site

Minicus’ team had to move a home playofl game against Wasthill set for
Saturday aflernoon Oct. 26 1o Friday afternoon Ocl. 25, because the Blue Wave
football team was scheduled to piay on Saturday aflernoon and she did not
want her top-seeded team to give up its home field advantage

“How great would it be {0 have a 2 p.m. football game and a & p m. field hockey
game7" said Minicus, whose san Colin plays on the football team.

First Seleciman Jayme Slevenson said she is "very supportive of lights when
our community is ready to support what | believe could be a wonderful
community amenity.” Stevenson added Monday that she pians to ask the
Planning & Zoning Commission to have a discussion on home lighting next
year.

Jehn Sini Jr., @ new member of the Planning & Zoning Commission who
previously served with the Darien Junior Football League, said it's tme for the
commission 1o hava such a talk.

“Given the significant growth in our town’s youth population and the dramatic
increase in youth sponts participation rates in recent years, Darien is long
overdue for ils town officlals to conduct a comprehensive discussion over many
of the issues related to the community's recreational facilities,” Sini said in an
smail on Tuesday.

Board of Education Chairman Betsy Hagerty-Ross said |ighting Is not on her
board's list of goals and objectivas for the new year. She does nol expsct a
change unless the town's plan of conservation and development is changed.
"Thal's the Impediment,* said Hagery-Ross, who voted to support the
permanent lights at the field in 2008,

Former Planning & Zoning Commission Chairman Fred Conze said the issue of
lights has to go through the planning and zoning process.

“When the high schoot was originally designed, they never expecied to have the
intensity of use,” Conze said. “When you go over there on a Saturday, there are
no parking spaces. The use of the facility has intensified *

http://www.darientimes.com/2622 1/turn-on-the-lights/
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Conze seid those supporting lights need 1o be aware of the "significant impacts
on the neighbors around the school” that lights can have. Mast Fairfietd County
high schools are not surrounded by residential neighborhoods, he said. Conze

Page 3 of 3

sald the Board of Education should do a master plan of the school, which could o,
iy Save up to 35%

incorporate lights and new turf fields that the Darien Athletic Foundation wants
{o add 1o the campus.

“Just putling up lights is not proper planning,” Conze said. "Just because we
have a good foatball team is not a reason to put up lights

Peter Graham, president of the Darien Athletic Foundation, said his group
“shares the opinion of many in town who believe that lights would beneficial to
our communily * The group will take the guidance of Darien leadars as they
delermine how they want to examine and move forward on the lighls issue

mmason@danentimas,com
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