
Town of Darien 

ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW BOARD  

2 Renshaw Road  

Darien, Connecticut 06820  

 
May 20, 2021 

 

John Leclerc 

Kara Kennedy 

Station-Glo of New England Inc.  

4 Noe Place  

Beacon Falls, CT 06403 

  

Re:  ARB #12 – 2021, Gulf Gas Station, 180 Noroton Avenue, REVISED Signage Proposal 

  

Dear Mr. Leclerc, 

 

At the meeting of the Architectural Review Board on May 18, 2021, we reviewed your revised 

application for new signage for Gulf Station at 180 Noroton Avenue. We issued a favorable 

report for a majority of your revised items, but not for the proposed ‘Gulf express’ wall sign or 

the POP sign. 

 

To recap, the revised items that were given a favorable report: 

- Canopy – it will be white with gray striping. No lettering or logos.  No changes to the 

underlighting. 

- Pumps – they will have a plain white valence above the pump with no lettering or logos.  

The base of each pump will have a blue base with the Gulf logo ghosted in blue on the 

base.  The Board supported the oversized logo at the base because of the ghosted 

treatment and due to its low position. The inverted pump topper shown on page 12 of 15 

of the revised drawings may contain the State required price or safety information, but 

shall not contain any identification, logo or advertising information.   

- Pump blade sign/numbers – will be one foot high with orange background and white 

numbers. 

- Bollards – will be bicolor with a blue top to match in color the pump base, and white 

bottom. 

- Pole Sign – the existing two sided 17 square foot display panels which include a cloudy 

sky background shall be removed and replaced with new panels of the same size which 

include just the Gulf logo on a white background.  You confirmed the post will be 

repainted white to look sharp. Pole sign will be internally illuminate during operation 

hours.  

- Building Address - added above the doors. 

 

The Board did not support the newly proposed ‘Gulf express’ building wall sign.  The Board 

requested providing a new version that reduces the letter height of the ‘express’ logo to be 15” 

maximum in height. The width of the sign would be reduced proportionally and would be more 



in keeping with the size of the sign that is there today.  That sign is only as wide as the double 

doors that provide access to the building.  If you wish to submit a revised version of the front 

wall sign to reflect the above items, please coordinate with David Keating in the Planning & 

Zoning Offices, who will forward it to the ARB members.  If the revised version is acceptable, 

we are happy to approve this last element via email so you do not have to attend our meeting for 

a third time.   If you would like to remove the front wall sign all together we would be in favor of 

that as well due to the fact that you have other signage on site.  

 

We were in favor of the 3 foot tall blue band on the front and side walls of the building (to match 

the pump bases). 

 

The proposed POP sign noted on page 12 of 15 of the revised drawings, but not shown on the 

elevation drawings or photos of the building, is not acceptable and is not allowed.   

 

We discussed the need to clean up the appearance of the site including, but not limited to, the 

donation drop boxes, the overuse of signs in the windows (which is limited to two windows and 

not more than 25% of those two windows) and materials and items stored in or on the north and 

east landscape areas (which are required buffer areas adjacent to single family residential 

neighbors).   

 

We really appreciate your efforts to work with our town to integrate your brand with the 

aesthetics and standards we have for our commercial properties. We look forward to seeing the 

new site!  Should you have any additional questions please feel free to reach out to the Planning 

& Zoning offices.  

 

Sincerely,  

  

Elizabeth Geiger  

  

Elizabeth Geiger, Chairman 

Darien Architectural Review Board  

 

cc:        Murree LLC, Property Owner 

Stephen Olvany, Chairman, Planning & Zoning Commission 

 

 

 

 

  


