
ARB Narrative         11-4-20 

136-140 Ledge Road, BMW Darien 

BMW of Darien has occupied 140 Ledge Road since the 1980’s.  In the 1990’s it acquired 136 Ledge Road, an 
acre of property behind the Whole Foods Market parking lot.  The three-acre site includes the sales building 
fronting on Ledge Road with 24 service bays behind, and a smaller service building on 136 Ledge Road providing 
6 service bays, and a car wash and vacuum lines all as shown on the Existing Site Plan attached to this narrative.    
The property abuts the Town Transfer Station on the south and west sides, and Whole Foods Market and a 
portion of the Middlesex Commons Condominium property on the north.  The Whole Foods parking lot and 
Ledge Road abut the east/south sides of the property.  

BMW proposes to raze the smaller service building and replace it with a larger building providing service bays 
and the parts department with storage for the parts department and rooftop parking spaces above.  The service 
bays in the sales building will be removed and the rear of the sales building will be modified to allow both BMW 
and Mini service customers to drop their cars in conditions interior space.  The car wash and vacuum lines in the 
current service building will be housed in a smaller car wash & vacuum building located further from the condo 
property, all as shown on the Proposed Site Plan attached to this narrative.   

There will be no change to the front of the sales building facing Ledge Road and the existing “BMW of Darien” 
sign will remain in place.  The signage on the existing pole sign in front of the sales building may be modified and 
ARB approval sought, if necessary, once final decisions on such signs are made.  The rear of the sales building 
will include three drop off lines where BMW and MINI customers may leave their vehicles for service while 
quickly accessing a loaner vehicle, if desired.    

The new service building will be located behind the Whole Foods Parking lot, adjacent to a portion of the 
Middlesex Condominiums and the Town Transfer Station.  It will not be visible from a local public street.  The 
rooftop parking will be 32’ from the condo property line and accessed by a 12’ wide ramp located 20’ from the 
condo property.  The building will have a second story located on the south side away from the condominiums 
to provide storage for parts.  HVAC equipment will be located on the roof and enclosed by acoustic panels to 
absorb sound.  The rooftop parking will be enclosed by a 2’ parapet wall with a 6’ tall solid wooden screen above 
(total 8’ screening).   All light fixtures on the rooftop of the service building will be located below the top of the 
wooden screen.    

A robust landscape plan (copy provided) will provide significant additional screening along the condominium 
property.   In addition, the proposed lighting plan will eliminate any light migrating from the site onto the condo 
property and will assure no light source on the BMW property is visible from the abutting condominiums. (See 
submitted Lighting Plan).  

The rear of the sales building will have white “EIFS”, with charcoal gray and black aluminum composite panels as 
shown in the architectural elevations.  The service building rooftop screen will be a Trespa Pura Rainscreen 
Shiplap style siding in a “French walnut matte” finish, with black aluminum composite framing. The service 
building façade will have Trespa Pura Rainscreen Shiplap siding in Slate Ebony matte finish. The balance of the 
exterior will use ground face concrete masonry units in a modeled gray color “GF-73” with complimenting grout.   
The floor of the ramp and rooftop parking will have a black epoxy coating designed to minimize tire noise. 
Photos of the materials and colors will be submitted in advance of the ARB hearing.  

 


