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February 2, 2021 
 
 
 
Darien Architectural Review Board  
Darien Town Hall 
2 Renshaw Road 
Darien, CT 06820 
 

Re: BMW of Darien ARB Application #27-2020 
 

Dear Members of the Board: 

In response to the January 27, 2021 comments and summary provided by the Architectural Review Board from the 
Meeting on January 19, 2021, we have provided the following responses.   

Architecture:  

• Provide additional detail for the proposed green wall at the Service Building, such as an elevation 
drawing and rendering.  

After reviewing with our team, we have decided to eliminate the green wall previously proposed 
during the January 19, 2021 presentation. We feel the cross sections provided during the January 
19, 2021 presentation, show that it will not be seen by the neighboring property.  

• Provide specifications for the roof top mechanical equipment at the Service Building.  

Included in our presentation is drawing M1.1 dated 9/9/20 which shows the equipment labeled.  
Also, we have included cut sheets for the equipment.  

• Provide updated renderings of the proposed changes to the Service Building, including perspectives 
from the adjacent property.  

Renderings have been included in the most recent presentation dated 2/1/2021 to reflect our most 
recent architectural (described below) and landscape changes per William Kenny Associates 
LLC.  

• Consider additional revisions to the Service Building design to achieve a better architectural 
relationship with the adjacent residential community and reduce the visual impact of the roof top 
parking. This was noted by many of the board members. Some suggestions included reducing the 
height of the building, adjusting the massing of the building, and covering the parking area.  

After much thought and deliberation with the design team, we have decided to alter the look from 
the previously proposed screening wall with Trespa panels to a more residential style mansard 
roof.  The roofing material is CertainTeed asphalt shingles (Moire black).  We have proposed to 
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side the building with James Hardie (Pearl Gray) clapboard siding, replacing the previously used 
Trespa panels.  This will be used below the mansard roof as well as in the front of the service 
building.  All the siding will be trimmed out with white Azek corner boards as well as white 
aluminum cap flashing.  We feel all these changes have a more residential feel that eases the 
transition between the residential neighbors and our property.  Furthermore, the use of the 
Mansard roof not only acts as a solid wall blocking any light and noise, but the pitched nature of 
the roof also brings the scale of the building down. The colors chosen for these materials also tie 
into the carwash as well as the front showroom buildings.    

• Considering limiting the material changes at the Car Wash. 

The architectural metals at the top half of the carwash have been changed to the same ACM 
smooth black finish as shown on our finish board in the presentation.  

 

Sincerely, 

 
Philip Clark, AIA 
President and CEO of Claris Construction 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
  


