
Town of Darien 

ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW BOARD  

2 Renshaw Road  

Darien, Connecticut 06820  

 
January 27, 2021  

 

Wilder Gleason 

23 Old Kings Highway South 

Darien, CT  06820 

  

Re: ARB #27 – 2020, BMW of Darien, 140 Ledge Road – New Structures Continued 

  

Dear Mr. Gleason, 

 

At the meeting of the Architectural Review Board on January 19, 2021, the Board reviewed 

the above referenced application for renovated and new structures at 140 Ledge Road for 

BMW of Darien. At this time, we are not able to issue a favorable report, since there are 

several items that have not been satisfactorily addressed. 

 

The list below summarizes our comments by category. Documents presented in the meeting 

on January 19, 2021 addressed some of these items, but they have not been provided for our 

review. 

 

Should you have any further questions or concerns please feel free to reach out to the 

Planning & Zoning offices.   

 

 

Lighting:  

 Provide sample photos of the proposed lighting, which were presented at the meeting. 

 

Landscaping: 

 Provide the mock-up photos of the proposed plantings along the Middlesex Commons 

property line. 

 Select spruce tree species from the approved Darien Tree List, in lieu of green giant 

arborvitae.  

 Replace dogwood trees at the front entrance for alternate species on the Darien Tree 

List and avoid planting two species of the same kind next to one another. 

 Replace all other proposed trees with species found on the Darien Tree List (ARB 

landscape architect can resend list of substitutions or answer any additional questions 

if requested with Kenny Associates). 

 Provide revised renderings that incorporate the new landscaping selections and at new 

initial planting heights. 

 Provide a section along the north façade of the Service Building, perpendicular to 

Section A-A and Section B-B, showing the actual grade and proposed plantings. 
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Architecture: 

 Provide additional detail for the proposed green wall at the Service Building, such as 

an elevation drawing and rendering. 

 Provide specifications for the roof top mechanical equipment at the Service Building. 

 Provide updated renderings of the proposed changes to the Service Building, including 

perspectives from the adjacent property. 

 Consider additional revisions to the Service Building design to achieve a better 

architectural relationship with the adjacent residential community and reduce the 

visual impact of the roof top parking. This was noted by many of the board members. 

Some suggestions included reducing the height of the building, adjusting the massing 

of the building, and covering the parking area. 

 Considering limiting the material changes at the Car Wash. 

 

Please also review the comments and concerns of the neighbors as contained in their emails 

and letters to the Board.  Where possible, address the related issues that they raise. 

 

Although the current submission is not acceptable to the Board, we are very appreciative of 

your time and effort to put forth a comprehensive proposal and we look forward to reaching a 

plan that benefits BMW – a welcome and successful commercial addition to our town – but 

also its neighboring properties and the town at large.  

 

Regards, 

 

   

David Humphrey, Acting Vice Chairman 

Darien Architectural Review Board  

 

 

cc:        William Kenny, Landscape Architect 

  Phil Clark and Ron Majersky, Claris Construction 

  Paula Callari, BMW of Darien 

             Elizabeth Geiger, Chairman, Architectural Review Board 

 Stephen Olvany, Chairman, Planning & Zoning Commission 


