
Town of Darien 

ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW BOARD  

2 Renshaw Road  

Darien, Connecticut 06820  

 
December 21, 2020  

 

Wilder Gleason 

23 Old Kings Highway South 

Darien, CT  06820 

  

Re: ARB #27 – 2020, BMW of Darien, 140 Ledge Road – New Structures Continued 

  

Dear Mr. Gleason, 

 

At the meeting of the Architectural Review Board on December 15, 2020, the Board reviewed 

the above referenced application for renovated and new structures at 140 Ledge Road for 

BMW of Darien and determined this application requires additional review at the January 

2021 meeting because the Board feels the proposed design is not acceptable and submitted 

plans are not yet sufficient. We would like to see a number of items addressed and/or 

revisions made to the lighting, landscaping and architectural portions of the project before the 

Board is able to issue a report.  

 

Below summarizes a list of our comments by category. Should you have any further questions 

or concerns please feel free to reach out to the Planning & Zoning offices.   

 

Lighting:  

 Provide a night rendering of the proposed lighting plan to help confirm there will not 

be a negative impact on the adjacent residential community.  

 Provide the ‘Existing Lighting Study’ that was shown in the presentation, this was not 

included previously. 

 Provide estimated foot candle values for the proposed lighting plan at the elevation of 

the property adjacent to the Service Building, as well as values that factor in vehicle 

lighting at the rooftop parking. 

 Provide a Lighting Schedule to indicate what lights are 24/7, motion activated, or on 

during hours of operation. 

 

Landscaping: 

 Select spruce tree species from the approved Darien Tree List, in lieu of green giant 

arborvitae, with a minimum plant height of 20’ and span the entire length of the 

proposed Service Building at the north property line adjacent to the residential 

buildings. 

 Replace dogwood trees at the front entrance for alternate species on the Darien Tree 

List and avoid planting two species of the same kind next to one another. 

 Replace all other proposed trees with species found on the Darien Tree List (ARB 

landscape architect can resend list of substitutions or answer any additional questions 

if requested with Kenny Associates). 

 Provide revised renderings that incorporate the new landscaping selections and at new 

initial planting heights. 
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 Provide a section along the north façade of the Service Building showing the actual 

grade and proposed plantings. 

 Provide plans for site irrigation, if any. 

 

Architecture: 

 Explore and provide revisions to the Service Building design including softening of 

the overall massing and aesthetics to achieve a better architectural relationship with 

the adjacent residential community. One suggestion is a raised planter area along the 

north façade at the level of the proposed rooftop parking, outside of the Trespa fence.  

Also, consider an alternate location for the vehicle ramp. 

 Consider addition of green roofs, which will also help soften the transition to the 

adjacent residential area. 

 Additional thought given to the car wash building. Consider elements from the other 

two buildings despite need for consumer distinction, such as overhangs to the front or 

additions to the sides. Provide an alternate location at north eastern site line off of the 

Whole Foods parking lot.    

 Consider sound proofing materials for the new Service Building and Car Wash 

structure. 

 Provide a detail drawing of the proposed fence at the Service Building roof to indicate 

the spacing of Trespa panels and fasteners. Also photos of the ground face block at a 

larger scale. 

 

Please review the comments and concerns of the neighbors as contained in their emails and 

letters to the Board.  Please address where possible the related architectural, landscaping and 

lighting issues that they raise. 

 

Although the current submission is not acceptable to the Board, we are very appreciative of 

your time and effort to put forth a comprehensive proposal and we look forward to reaching a 

plan that benefits BMW – a welcome and successful commercial addition to our town – but 

also its neighboring properties and the town at large. We look forward to seeing you at our 

next meeting. 

 

Regards, 

   

David Humphrey, Acting Vice Chairman 

Darien Architectural Review Board  

 

 

cc:        William Kenny, Landscape Architect 

  Phil Clark and Ron Majersky, Claris Construction 

  Paula Callari, BMW of Darien 

             Elizabeth Geiger, Chairman, Architectural Review Board 

 Stephen Olvany, Chairman, Planning & Zoning Commission 


