
Town of Darien 

ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW BOARD  

2 Renshaw Road  

Darien, Connecticut 06820  
March 18, 2021 

 

Kate Perez 

Baywater Properties 

1019 Boston Post Road 

Darien, CT  06820 

 

RE:  ARB #11 – 2021, Bodega Taco Bar, 980 Boston Post Road – Proposed Outdoor Seating  

  

Dear Mrs. Perez, 

 

At the meeting of the Architectural Review Board on March 16, 2021, we reviewed your application for outdoor seating at 

the rear of 980 Boston Post Road and, from an architectural prospective, the ARB issued a favorable report. Numerous 

other approvals, most notably from the Board of Selectmen, Fire Marshal, Health Department, and the Planning and 

Zoning Commission must be obtained before the project can be implemented. 

 

The outdoor dining area will be expanded into the parking lot creating two distinct areas, a 12x16’ tented outdoor area and 

a 24’x36’ open air area. The tented area behind Upper Crust Bagels will remain unchanged as far as aesthetics but will 

include an alternate seating arrangement under a string lit tent. White tables and white aluminum chairs will be used in 

both areas. The open air seating area will be shieled by a number of uninterrupted jersey barriers for safety and the Board 

requested these barriers be treated (painted, dressed, or adorned in some other way) to enhance the overall experience. 

Black and white striped umbrellas with a white metal finish will also be situated throughout this area and the Board also 

suggested to be mindful of the weight and overall size of the bases to maximize space but remain stable during inclement 

weather. No signage or logos were proposed on the umbrellas or elsewhere, and none are allowed as they would constitute 

additional signage not allowed by the Zoning Regulations.   

 

Catenary lights will be strung across and along the border of the open air seating area and will be anchored to the building 

and to wood posts anchored into the barriers or asphalt. No other lighting or outdoor amenities were proposed at this time, 

but the Board would be open to additional planters throughout the two dining spaces. It was also suggested that the whole 

seating area be shifted west 6 inches, decreasing the walkway width, but allowing for more car door swing space for the 

parking space immediately adjacent to the jersey barrier.  We also appreciate your attention to the refuse container area 

with improved maintenance on the doors and updated staff training to keep it tidy under such close dining proximity.  

 

We understand you have multiple approvals you are still seeking so please make sure a final copy of your chosen designs 

are filed with the Planning and Zoning offices for their records once the final proposal is approved.   

 

We really appreciate your consideration in coming to our Board with such a thoughtful proposal and we wish you much 

success in a continued long list of approvals. We will see you out on the patio! 

 

Sincerely,  

 

Elizabeth Geiger  

  

Elizabeth Geiger, Chairman 

Darien Architectural Review Board  

 

cc:         Mario Fontana, Bodega Taco Bar  

 Stephen Olvany, Chairman, Planning & Zoning Commission 

 

  




