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Eberhardt, Tamara

From: Woodside, Robert
Sent: Wednesday, July 14, 2021 10:53 AM
To: Eberhardt, Tamara
Subject: FW: app for variance at 1918 Post Rd

Tamara, would you please add the following comments to our website place re the 1918 Boston Post application. 
I have forwarded this to the ZBA members and Bob Maslan. 
And I’ll put a hard copy in ZBA file. 
 

From: Heather Ferullo [mailto:hlzech@sbcglobal.net]  
Sent: Wednesday, July 14, 2021 10:37 AM 
To: Woodside, Robert <rwoodside@darienct.gov> 
Cc: Peggy Twitchell <peggytwitchell@yahoo.com> 
Subject: app for variance at 1918 Post Rd 

 
Dear Mr. Woodside. 
 
Thank you for speaking to me yesterday and helping me understand what proposed changes may be occurring at our 
direct neighbor's building.  You said I could voice my concerns in an email and you would forward to the board.  Please 
forward my concerns below: 
 
Dear Zoning Board, 
 
My name is Heather Ferullo.  I am currently the Vice President of Darien Book Aid Plan, which is the direct neighbor to 
1918 Post Road.  Darien Book Aid is an all-volunteer, non-profit organization that sends books free of charge to 
international and domestic schools and organizations who wish to improve education and literacy in their 
communities.  Darien Book Aid has been located in the building at 1926 Post Road since 1959. 
 
As an executive board member and nearly 20 year volunteer at Darien Book Aid, I'd like to ask you to very thoughtfully 
consider whether or not to allow variances at 1918 Post Road.  Variances were granted in 2007 for the property at 1918 
given that certain stipulations would be followed.  The stipulations that would make one a good and considerate neighbor 
were not followed.  Our neighbor, Mr. Gafney, agreed to the 2007 variance with the stipulation that black out windows 
would be put in the back of the building.  That did not happen.  Due to lack of parking, the zoning board at that time 
stipulated that the upstairs of the building be used only for storage, yet an illegal apartment was built and repeatedly 
occupied even after those living in it were asked to vacate by town and state authorities. As our buildings are so close (.2 
feet as allowed in previous variances) there is real concern on my part to find out that fire alarms were going off due to 
cooking in an illegal apartment.  A fire in 1918 could easily spread to our building.  In regard to the current request for 
variances, town documents posted online encourage those asking for variances to show common courtesy by knocking 
on the doors to speak to direct neighbors about the proposed upcoming changes.  That, also, did not happen.  A lack of 
parking in our immediate area does not allow for full time occupancy and could overflow into our one parking spot.  Should 
that happen a vital part of our organization could be cut off as donors will not be able to pull up and drop off books.  As 
past behavior is the greatest predictor of future behavior, it can be surmised that your stipulations and common neighborly 
courtesy will not be followed should additional variances be granted.  I ask that the requested variances not be allowed at 
1918 Post Road. 
 
Thank you. 
Heather Ferullo 
Vice President 
Darien Book Aid 
1926 Post Road, Darien 


