
Variance Continuance October 20 
Shannon & Jonathan Silsby 
42 Mansfield Avenue 
 
We have considered the ZBA’s feedback from the July 14th meeting and have decided that rather than expanding the 
nonconforming entrance on Highland Avenue (Proposed Addition #2) to instead propose removing the existing 
structure altogether as a means for reducing the non-conforming square footage of the property and keeping the non-
conforming volume of the property basically flat while updating our historic house by building Proposed Addition #1. 
 
Proposed Addition #1 – Moving House Entry to Between Garage and House 
 
We request approval to build this addition. 
 
The proposed non-conforming volume created when attaching the house to the garage is 480 cubic feet.  This is 
highlighted in yellow on the drawings below. 
 
The proposed non-confirming square footage of this space is 48 square feet. 
 
 
Proposed Addition #2  - Highland Avenue  
 
The non-conforming volume of the current structure which we would remove is 467 cubic feet.  This is highlighted in 
blue on the drawings below. 
 
The non-confirming square footage of this current structure is 59 square feet. 
 
After removing this structure from the house we would incorporate a window where it was removed to upgrade the 
appearance of the Highland Avenue side of the house and improve interior lighting. We would also landscape 
appropriately and expand the driveway to reduce the volume of cars on Highland Avenue. 
 
Of note is that we have used red Xs on the drawings below to show that the originally proposed Addition #2 discussed 
with the Board in July would not be pursued further in this proposal. 
 
 
Summary 
 
The result of removing the non-conforming structure on Highland Ave and creating a non-conformity by attaching the 
house to the garage reduces the overall non-conforming square footage by 11 square feet or -18% while only 
increasing the non-conforming volume by 13 cubic feet or +2.8%. 
 
We request approval of this modified variance request which decreases the non-conforming square footage and 
minimally increases the non-conforming volume on the property while allowing a significant modernization of the 
property’s entry and kitchen that the 120 year old house requires for the next century of living.  
 
Thank you for your consideration. 
 
Shannon & Jonathan Silsby for The Silsby Family 
 





 
 

 
 
 


