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Amended Variance  

Application Narrative / Item K 

 

7-Eleven, Inc. 

306 Boston Post Road 

August 12, 2020 (rev. Oct. 29, 2020 & Jan. 8, 2021) 

 

 

 Applicant 7-Eleven, Inc. amends its variance request regarding the monument sign, the 

fuel price sign and the primary wall sign proposed as part of its development.1  The requested 

variances represent the minimum necessary and a notable reduction in signage from the original 

submission. 

 

 Section 935.d.5.b requires the fuel price sign to “be no closer to the street than the gas 

service island” and 7-Eleven requests that this sign be five (5) feet from the property line, co-

located with the monument sign for the overall site.   

 

 Section 935.c.1.b. requires that a primary wall sign be not more than 15 feet above curb 

level or the ground level, whichever is higher, of the fronting street.  Due to the architectural 

design of the building, including windows and gutters, the wall sign must be located with its top 

at 20 feet (ground, curb and finished elevation of the building are all identical).  Placement of the 

sign at this height is the lowest level that ensures visibility and would not require redesign of the 

building, including architectural features added for visual interest. 

 

 Section 936.a.4.b. establishes a 26-inch maximum letter, logo or symbol height on a sign 

in an automobile-oriented district.  7-Eleven requests that a total logo height of approximately 48 

inches (monument sign) and 60 inches (wall sign) be permitted.  Due to the nature of the 7-

Eleven logo, even a sign compliant with the permissible square footage for a wall or monument 

sign exceeds this height limitation.  Strict compliance with this requirement would significantly 

reduce the amount of permitted signage on the property in a manner different than other property 

owners in the zone.  As noted on the sign plan, the spirit of the regulation is satisfied, in that no 

individual portion of the logo exceeds the permitted 26-inch height and is in fact well below it.   

 

 Overall, the signage proposed is consistent with the surrounding area and the heavily 

traveled nature of Boston Post Road.  The hardship associated with these variances remains the 

constraint of the Property’s shape and location directly adjacent to Interstate 95 (including a non-

access highway line along the northern property boundary), exacerbated by the quick decision 

time associated with a driver’s decision to stop at this type of convenience use.  Due to the site 

configuration and street visibility, additional wall height and logo sizing is needed and the fuel 

price sign cannot be located in a conforming location without placing it in the center of the 

proposed drive aisles or directly adjacent to the property line with the neighboring office 

building.  

 

 
1 The Location Approval application is unchanged by this amendment. 



2 

 

 The shape of the Property requires the building and islands to be located perpendicular to 

Boston Post Road, rather than parallel to it, thus requiring access along the “side” of the 

Property.  Moreover, a strict reading of the requirement would result in the fuel price sign 

location over 45 feet from the street on the Property and screened entirely by the building or 

parked cars when configured as a monument sign.  Even a sign location compliant with the front 

setback requirement would result in the sign 30 feet from the street.  Moreover, shifting the 

island closer to the street to allow for a sign placement parallel to the gas island would reduce the 

area for entry/exit and create safety hazards for users of the site. 

 

 The overall signage plan complies with the permitted square footage set forth in the 

Zoning Regulations.  The requested variances relate only to placement of the wall and monument 

sign, as well as the unique nature of 7-Eleven’s logo lettering.  Therefore, the requested 

variances are the minimum necessary to accomplish sign visibility in a safe location. 

 

 


