
To the Planning and Zoning Commission: 

I am writing to comment on the 7-Eleven variance matter.  I have resided at 2 Maywood Road since 

1987, so I am very familiar with the southbound Exit 13 exit/entrance and Post Road traffic patterns, as 

well as the town’s wise decision to reject the state’s proposal to revise that intersection in the mid-

1990’s.  I have followed the recent public hearings and watched the traffic study presentation last week. 

My concerns about this variance are twofold, first the safety and pace of traffic at the southbound Exit 

13/Post Road intersection, and second the broader impact on Darien of a 24/7 gas station 7-Eleven 

whose customers will largely be non-Darien residents. 

Exit 13 

While this is a complex traffic situation, by far the most critical safety element is the need to eliminate 

any risk of traffic exiting at 13, backing up into the rightmost southbound traffic lane on I-95, and the 

very real potential for a high-speed collision in that event.  The traffic study’s estimate that at peak 

hours volume through this area would more than double, tells me that the risk of vehicles trying to use 

Exit 13 at peak hours backing up into the travel lane is unacceptably high and, by itself, justifies rejecting 

the 7-Eleven proposal.  

 The seemingly awkward double stop sign at the end of the southbound Exit 13 ramp actually does a 

very good job of “leaking” traffic onto the Post Road and for now backups onto I-95 are extremely rare.  

In the more than thirty years that I have frequently passed through this intersection, traffic has 

increased gradually, but is still at a safe level, and I doubt that it has doubled during that period.  But 

safely doubling that volume now would require a complete, costly, time-consuming revision of the 

entire intersection that the town has in the past correctly determined is not in the best interest of its 

citizens.   

Darien  

Any realistic analysis of the business plan for the proposed 7-Eleven concludes that significant traffic 

volume will have to come from I-95 and Norwalk, at the expense of the Darien neighborhoods that use 

the Post Road through the extended Exit 13 area (Richmond Drive, Birch Road, Kings Highway, 

Brookside, etc.).  I believe that perhaps the majority of the customers at this proposed 7-Eleven would 

not even be from Darien, and yet accommodating these out-of-town customers would force an 

otherwise unneeded major highway construction project and the disruption and Connecticut/Federal 

taxpayer expense that goes with it.  Those of us who lived through the revision of southbound Exit 14 

(that is analogous to 13) know just how big a project changing Exit 13 would be.  Approving the 7-Eleven 

variance is tantamount to agreeing to turning over the re-design of Exit 13 to the state, and that 

decision should precede, not follow, the 7-Eleven variance approval.   

In summary, the data in the traffic study exposes the fact that the current southbound Exit 13 

intersection cannot safely handle the anticipated increase in volume from the proposed 7-Eleven, and 

the costs (both in driving experience and financial expense) of addressing that issue far exceeds the 

town’s need for another gas station/convenience store. 

Sincerely,  

Jeffrey B. Westcot 


