
13 Prospect Ave
Changes Since Last Meeting:

Cleaned up the dimension lines for easier reading as 
stated on plans:
1. The historic structure is 36’1” in length
2. The current front porch is 21’2” in length and 6’2” 

in width
3. The proposed raised landing at the front door, 

which would be under the existing front porch 
roof, is 14’4” in length and the stairs extend out 
4’ past the current front porch line with the stairs 
being 6’ in width.

4. The proposed front porch extension would be 
22’11” in length and 6’2” inches in width to marry 
the existing historical porch.

5. The proposed change in roof line on the addition 
would be an additional 3’6 and ½”

• Graded the front lawn will now slope upwards to 
the house so there will be one less stair

• Changed all new windows to read in a more 
consistent manner with matching grills, panes and 
mullions found on existing top floor of the house.

• Changed the dimensions of the shutters and also 
placed historical tie backs and hinges on all 
windows.

• Changed the front door to a solid wood door with 
historically accurate sidelites



Ex-1



Ext -2



Site Survey

Variances 
Requested

1. Raising the 
façade one story  
(addit. 3’6-1/2”)

2. Adding a central 
exterior 
staircase 
projecting out 
addit. 4’ from 
the porch line

3. Extending the 
porch across the 
entire front 
façade. 
(6’2”Wx22’11”L)



Site Survey
Zoomed and 
Rotated to Align 
with direction of 
architectural 
plans

Note 

1. Raising the 
façade one story  
(addit. 3’6-1/2”)

2. Adding a central 
exterior 
staircase 
projecting out 
addit. 4’ from 
the porch line

3. Extending the 
porch across the 
entire front 
façade. 
(6’2”Wx22’11”L)



A1
Yellow highlighted area show 
addition in front façade

Note: From Janet Foster, letter 
included, Associate Director for 
Urban Planning and Historic 
Preservation, Columbia 
University  and wrote The 
Queen Anne House: America’s 
Victorian Vernacular. 

“The present design solution, 
extending the front porch 
across a reconfigured entry, 
and continuing the line of the 
porch across to the side 
extension of the building, 
significantly improves the 
appearance of the overall 
building and allows it to be read 
once again as an Italianate style 
house.   Raising the entry up 
several steps is typical of the 
approach to many historic 
houses, and it makes the porch 
an inviting space looking out 
onto the street but literally 
“above the fray” of street 
traffic.” 



A2
Yellow highlighted area 
shows notes that the 
1950’s addition will be 
reused and historic 
structure and 1950’s 
foundations to remain



A3
Yellow highlighted area 
shows widths/lengths 
changes in 1950’s wing

Letter From Elizabeth Geiger - Chairman, Darien Architectural Review Board and Marian Castell, Darien Town 
Historian

Adding a central staircase is an essential addition that illustrates a more accurate portrayal of houses of this time 
period; and it is appropriate to construct them in wood materials. 

Extending the porch across the entire front façade including the extension wing is a critical element to the 
architectural and historical accuracy of this building and supports a true historic reconstruction for this house. It 
elaborates on the critical porch element of an Italianate-style house, which generally extends the length of the 
entire front façade; and it allows the new addition to mirror the period-specific 6-over-6 parlor windows and full-
length shutters of the original addition that are characteristic of Italianate porches. 



A3
1. The stairs extend out 

4’ past the current 
front porch line with 
the stairs being 6’ in 
width.



A4



A4



Alt - A3
Alt-Front Elevation top – note level of 
exposed brick and lack of consistency in the 
front elevation 

If a porch is not added, the windows will 
start between 6’8” and 8’8” (due to the 
slope of the land) a level which would make 
the property’s presentation historically 
inaccurate.  One of the key details in an 
Italianate house, is elongated windows met 
by a porch.

Example of Italianate porch showing the 
typical porch extension in the front and 
wooden staircase detail



FRONT ELEVATION 
COMPARISON

Existing – No level 
consistency – multiple 
planes, split level at 
entrance and kitchen in 
the basement

Alternative – Stair added 
but with no porch the 
façade remains 
architecturally inaccurate 

Proposed – Architecturally 
accurate, windows are 
anchored by the porch 
and consistency exists in 
front façade between old 
and new






