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Chairman Eric Joosten 

Town of Darien Environmental Protection Commission 

2 Renshaw Road 

Darien, CT   06820 

 

Re:  EPC Application for 106 Stephen Mather Road 

 

February 24, 2021 

 

Dear Environmental Protection Commission: 

 

In December 2020, Nathaniel and Dayna Checketts purchased this property from the prior owner, Curt 

Butler.  The Checketts have engaged us to assist them in submitting this EPC application for proposed 

improvements.   

We have met with Rich Jacobson to review the history of EPC approvals for this property. In 2013, Mr. 

Butler engaged Evans Associates (and later Dan Gordon Associates) to file two applications, EPC-19-2013 

and EPC-31-2013, which the EPC approved for the proposed construction of: 

•  Inground swimming pool 

• Poolside patios  

• Pool house 

• Two large additions to primary residence (garage, great room) 

 

After these approvals were granted by the EPC in 2013, the Butlers completed only the garage addition, 

but they did not proceed with the pool, pool house, and poolside patios.   Those three proposed 

improvements totaled 2,338 SF of wetland disturbance.  Enclosed is the approved plan prepared by Dan 

Gordon Associates in 2015 for reference, which depicts the proposed pool, pool patios, and pool house 

that were approved, but not built.  

My client has reviewed the prior approvals and has decided that the scope of work outlined in the prior 

approvals is beyond what they would like to implement for their family.  Therefore, we are submitting a 

new reduced-scope application for proposed construction of: 

• Inground swimming pool 

• Poolside patio 
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By shifting the proposed swimming pool to the east and north, the total wetland disturbance has been 

reduced to 680 SF, roughly 70% less disturbance than the prior EPC-approved plan.   As part of our plan, 

we are proposing a mitigation buffer planting of approximately 5,000 SF to replace mowed turfgrass 

along the far southern border, as well as a stormwater management system to mitigate runoff from the 

swimming pool and poolside patio (see enclosed reports and plans by Alan Pilch, PE), which will direct 

stormwater to an approx. 535 SF rain garden.   In the proposed mitigation planting area, we propose a 

combination of trees, shrubs, and perennials, including Amelanchier canadensis, Carex stricta, Ilex 

verticillata, Cornus sericea, and Clethra alnifolia.  A similar mix of plant material is proposed for the rain 

garden area.   

 

The stormwater management plan and buffer planting plan will manage stormwater and reduce mowed 

turfgrass area which will increase ecological and pollinator value on this property.  The location of the 

proposed pool and patio has been carefully designed to minimize impact on both the wetlands and 

upland review areas.   There is no area within the rear yard of this property where a pool could be 

situated wholly outside of the upland review area.  

 

We respectfully request that the Environmental Protection Commission grant approval for the proposed 

improvements as outlined herein.   

 

Respectfully, 

 

Allan Broadbent, PLA, ASLA 

Principal, Broadbent Design Studio 

CT License LAR.0001333 

 

 

Cc:  Nathaniel and Dayna Checketts   

 




