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SUMMARY 
 

Date: January 19, 2020 
 
To: Darien Environmental Protection Board 
  
From: Barbara Wilson (Barbara@wilsonlandscapearchitect.com) 
 
Subject: Christofi Residence – Environmental Protection Board Application  

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Project Narrative 
The owners of 7 Buttonwood Lane are looking to improve the outdoor entertainment 
area at the rear of their house to accommodate the needs of their small children and 
provide a safe place for them to play and swim. It is proposed to add a swimming pool 
with incorporated water feature and renovate & expand the existing patios to create a 
seamless entertainment space. It is proposed to remove the existing spa, since it is not 
appropriate for the current owner’s children and during this time of COVID-19 it is safer 
for the children and family to stay at home. Several options for the location of the 
proposed pool were review but this location was selected due to its relationship of the 
new pool with the existing dwelling and patio and the reduced impact to the Upland 
Review Area. 
 
The lot is 1.833 acres, there are 0.58 acres of wetlands on the property, a watercourse 
dissecting the property from north to south and 12,382 sf (0.28 Acres) of a 50 ft. upland 
review area on the east side of the watercourse and 12,633 sf on the west side. Most of 
the proposed work is outside the 50 ft. Upland Review area, only 620 sf of disturbance 
is proposed within the Upland Review area to the east of the watercourse. There are no 
existing trees on the property of any size to be removed. The only vegetation to be 
removed are some existing ornamental plantings, including the shrub borders, 
immediately surrounding the existing patio and spa area. 
 
Wetland boundary shown on the plans is from survey by Moody & O’Brien dated 
November 27, 2020, delineated by DiVesta Civil Engineering Associates, Inc. and 
shown on Artemis Landscape Architects, Inc. wetland submittal plans dated April 13, 
2010. 
 
 
Construction Narrative 
Equipment to be used to remove the existing site features will include a backhoe and 
excavator. A stabilized construction access path will be created along the west side of 
the house. The first phase will include installation of the soil and erosion controls. Then 
a stabilized gravel construction access path to the rear of the house will be installed. All 
of the proposed elements to be removed will be carted off the property and disposed 
of as required. Subsequently the pool excavation will begin and then forming for the 
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shotcrete pool. After the pool shell has been installed then the masons will construct 
the adjacent patio, seat wall and steps. After the installation of all the masonry 
elements then the pool enclosure fencing will be installed. The proposed plantings and 
rain garden will be installed at the conclusion of all construction work (to be schedule 
for spring or fall). Any disturbed areas will be re-seeded to lawn or mulched. 
 
The proposed activities will have minimal impact on the property, no impact on the 
adjacent wetland or stream. There will be slight impacts to the upland review area. 
There is to be minimal grading & filling in the vicinity of the proposed pool. Otherwise, 
the proposed patios will be overlaid in the location of the existing spa & surrounding 
patio.  
 
Materials to be used include traprock, pea gravel, concrete rubble, fieldstone, porcelain 
pavers and reinforced concrete. 
 
To be removed: the existing granite patio and concrete base surrounding the spa, the 
existing inground spa, existing fountain, existing gravel patio under the pergola, existing 
outdoor kitchen, portions of an existing seatwall, steps along the outside edge of 
existing gravel patio and the steppingstones in grass between the existing fire pit and 
the future pool. New lines for the pool and water feature will be laid in a similar location 
of the existing spa & fountain. 
 

 
Erosion and Sedimentation Controls 
Erosion controls will be installed along the edge of the construction access way to 
control any possible runoff or siltation of the adjacent Wetland Area. The E&S controls 
(silt fence) will be installed at the start of the project and will remain in place till all work 
has been completed. A temporary stockpile area will be located in the rear yard and 
contained by a silt fence. A rain garden will be developed to control existing surface 
runoff that collects under the existing Red Maples in the northwest corner of the rear 
lawn area and to address the runoff from the proposed pool patio. 
 
Alternatives Considered 
The entire rear yard was reviewed for other options for siting a new swimming pool. 
Three alternatives were dismissed as they created more disturbance to the Upland 
Review Area than would be appropriate. Having the pool close to the existing patio and 
dwelling was determined to be the best option. 
 

 
 


