
3 Parklands Drive Residential Overlay  

Will history repeat itself? 

 
    

On May 4th attorney William Hennessy & civil engineer Craig Flaherty presented a glowing, nearly idyllic, 

vision of a 59-unit multi-family apartment project, bordering single-family homes, to replace an office 

building suffering a temporary setback from the pandemic. 

I ask the P&Z Committee to take the time to thoroughly review this rezoning overlay request, and work 

to protect the residents and the town.  Look through the biased studies, artfully drawn sketches and 

colorful language and you will see a struggling office building owner looking to take advantage of our 

community’s need for affordable and diverse housing and once again cash out on a property sold to the 

highest developer.  It takes me to the age-old proverb: 

Fool Me Once…shame on you 

Fool Me Twice…shame on me 

 

Over the past decade, the residents of Fairmead Road have endured an expansion of the I-95 rest stop, 

an expansion of the I-95 overpass and of course the transformation of 1 Parklands Drive into a 132,000 

square foot residential building.  Without a zone change, the developer was able to defy height and 

scale limitations (aerial images could not effectively reflect the true elevation) and build a 100+ room 

assisted living facility now known as Residence at Selleck’s Woods.  At the time, residents were shown 

similar sketches and verbiage as seen for the proposed apartment project.  The presentation didn’t 

accurately depict the impact of the surrounding area.   As a result, property values plummeted, and the 

character of the street was damaged forever.  

The residents of Fairmead were not protected with 1 Parklands Road

 

Backyard view from 21 Fairmead Road – property value plunged 35% 



Well known acronym:  NIMBY 

this time it includes the Town of Darien’s backyard 

 

View of 3 Parklands Drive – a setting built to scale 

Here we go again!  This is no fault to the owner of the office buildings – there was originally no push 

back from residents.  Naturally, he believed that this was beneficial and a win/win situation. 

Attorney Hennessey has recently provided support documentation on property values, a traffic study 

and a letter from property owner, Bob Gillon, on his lasting friendship with Selleck’s Woods.  These are 

all 100% biased and should not serve as proper documentation to justify the anticipated outcomes of 

the proposed apartment project. 

Here are a few of the inaccuracies recently submitted to P&Z: 

 Letter from Bob Gillon - May 11, 2021 letter to Jeremy Ginsberg from Bob Gillon.  A couple of 

parking spots and a new entrance to the town’s nature preserve will not come close to paying 

for the damage a 59-unit apartment building with no amenities will do to the 7 distinct 

ecosystems, local wildlife, critical wetlands and bird sanctuary known as Selleck’s/Dunlap 

Woods.  The 120+ people (all with expected cars due to the isolated location) living in these  

apartments will use the town’s nature preserve as their backyard.   

 

 Traffic Study – The traffic study recently submitted by applicants is from a 2016 study that is 

obsolete.  It was conducted at a time when the overpass was limiting traffic due to construction, 

there was no additional building on East Lane and of course the Residence of Selleck’s Woods 

was not built.  We need an unbiased and proper 3rd party to determine the traffic.  Those living 

in the area can attest to the current traffic congestion today. 

 

 Assessment of Impact - A submitted document based on “academic and industry research” 

claims that this project will somehow benefit Fairmead Road by providing a buffer from I-95 and 

will not affect property values.  We already know through real-life experience that property 

values decline and the sound from removing a natural barrier (trees) create an adverse effect on 

protecting homes from noise 

 



The fact is, providing the applicant of 3 Parklands Road with a residential overlay will give his developer 

the opportunity to once again overbuild – it’s that simple.  Even the Avalon apartments and the affordable 

housing development across from McGuane baseball field are scaled lower than what is proposed. 

This overlay request matters 

This is Darien’s version of a housing project. The Selleck family entrusted the surrounding land to the 

town, please don’t let political pressures to build affordable housing blind your decision making.  The 

political pendulum will eventually move again to a more moderate view.  Allowing this owner to overbuild, 

because of a temporary economic setback, is a short-term solution with long lasting effects on the town. 

We ask that you don’t rely solely on the aerial photography provided to make this big decision.  The 

applicant wants you to do a fly by, look at the I-95 and the expansive service station and think it’s a 

perfect spot to stash an affordable housing project that no one in the town wants.  The truth is, 

everyone will see this for years to come, not from Fairmead Road per se but from a town landmark 

designed and donated for future generations.  

What can a P&Z member do? 

 Please drive down Fairmead Road – this is a family friendly road with nearly 20 children of all ages! 

 Please take a walk into Selleck’s/Dunlap Woods – review in person it’s untouched beauty and how 

the current building is situated 

 Please take a look at Old Kings Highway North traffic 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



GOAL: 

Exclude 3 Parkland’s Drive from the residential rezoning overlay 

 

 

Top 10 Reasons 

to reject 3 Parklands residential rezoning overlay application 
 

1) DENSITY - Adding 59 high-density housing units in the neighborhood more than doubles the existing 

single-family residential footprint bordering Selleck/Dunlap Woods.   

 

2) TRAFFIC - Old Kings Hwy cannot absorb more traffic - an independent traffic study is needed 

 

3) INACCESSIBLE - This newly created housing project is in an inconvenient area inaccessible to the 

train station, downtown or sidewalks 

 

4) ENVIRONMENT - The new high-density building will forever change the character and face of 

Darien’s nature preserve for generations to come.  An independent environmental study is needed  

 

5) OFFICE VS RESIDENTIAL CONSTRUCTION - Residential construction in Darien should not be awarded 

additional size, height, and occupancy designed for office buildings.  What happened to 1 Parklands 

Drive cannot happen again 

 

6) SOUND POLLUTION - The construction of 1 Parklands Drive removed the natural sound barrier – it is 

now the only area without a manmade sound barrier protecting residential housing 

 

7) SCHOOLS - This construction will potentially add another 100 students into the Darien Public School 

system – a study needs to be conducted to confirm our schools can absorb this significant increase.  

In addition, there will be no additional property taxes so more students with the same funding  

 

8) URBAN DESIGN vs SUBURBAN SETTING - This is an urban design – Darien is a suburb.  Changing the 

zoning to create a maxed-out urban design is not what the people of Darien want.  P&Z needs to 

protect the residents from this type of project 

 

9) RESIDENTIAL IMPACT - Parklands Road has exceeded its limit for high-density residential 

construction with 1 Parklands Drive & Fairmead Road property values paid the price.  The other 

rezoning considerations on the proposal do not affect residents as much as 3 Parklands Drive.  In 

addition – residents surrounding the other areas are not aware of this proposal and deserve an 

opportunity to provide feedback 

 

10) RESIDENTS SAY NO - The Darien residents are voicing a resounding NO to the rezoning – a current 

petition, in its beginning stages, currently has 300 signatures  


