
PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION 

ADOPTED RESOLUTION 

December 1, 2020 
 

Application Number:  Special Permit Application #318 

 

Street Address:  41 Hecker Avenue 

Assessor's Map #41 Lot #19 

 

Name and Address of   Spring Grove Cemetery Association  

Property owner and Applicant: 41 Hecker Avenue 

     Darien, CT 06820 

 

Name and Address of   Michael P. Murray, Esq.  

Applicant’s Representative:  Ivey, Barnum & O’Mara 

     161 Cherry Street 

     New Canaan, CT 06840 

 

Activity Being Applied For:  Proposal to construct four (4) new columbariums within Spring Grove 

Cemetery, in conformance with Section 405(g) of the Zoning Regulations, and to perform related 

site development activities.   

 

Property Location:  The subject property is located on the northwest side of Boston Post Road at its 

intersection with Hecker Avenue. 

 

Zone:  R-1/3 

 

Date of Public Hearing:   November 24, 2020 

 

Time and Place:  8:00 P.M.      Room 213 (Town Hall) and via GoToMeeting (Virtual) 

 

Publication of Hearing Notices 

Dates:  November 11 & 18, 2020   Newspaper: Darien Times 

 

Date of Action: December 1, 2020 Action: GRANTED WITH STIPULATIONS 

 

Scheduled Date of Publication of Action:  Newspaper: Darien Times 

December 10, 2020 

 

The Commission has conducted its review and findings on the bases that: 

 

- the proposed use and activities must comply with all provisions of Sections 405, 406, 

1000 and 1020 of the Darien Zoning Regulations for the Commission to approve this 

project. 

 

- the size, nature, and intensity of the proposed use and activities are described in detail in 

the application, the submitted plot plan and application narrative, and the statements of 

the applicant’s representative, whose testimony is contained in the record of the public 

hearing, all of which material is incorporated by reference. 
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- each member of the Commission voting on this matter is personally acquainted with the 

site and its immediate environs. 

 

Following careful review of the submitted application materials and related analyses, the 

Commission finds: 

 

1. The applicant proposes to construct four (4) new columbariums within Spring Grove Cemetery, 

in conformance with Section 405(g) of the Zoning Regulations, and to perform related site 

development activities.  The Zoning Regulations were amended in 2019 to allow such use 

subject to Special Permit. 

 

2. At the public hearing, it was noted that the plan is to construct one columbarium in the short 

term, and construct a total of four in the long-term.  These will be placed near the existing 

mausoleum.  As described in the application materials, there will be no additional parking or 

traffic demands.  New walkways and landscaping will be installed as part of this project, as well 

as tent space. 

 

3. The Architectural Review Board issued a favorable report on this project at their May 27, 2020 

meeting (ARB #7-2020). 

 

SPECIAL PERMIT FINDINGS 

4. The location and size of the use, the nature and intensity of the proposed operations involved in or 

conducted in connection with it, the size of the site in relation thereto, and the location of the site 

with respect to streets giving access to it, are such that the application is in harmony with the 

orderly development of the district in which it is located. 

 

5. The location and nature of the proposed use are such that the use will not hinder or discourage the 

appropriate development and use of adjacent land and buildings, or impair the value thereof. 

 

6. The location and size of the use and the nature and intensity of the proposed operation conforms to 

the requirements of Section 1005 (a) through (g) and will not adversely affect public health, safety 

and welfare. 

 

7. The design, location, and specific details of the proposed use and site development will not 

adversely affect safety in the streets nor increase traffic congestion in the area, nor will they 

interfere with the patterns of highway circulation in such a manner as to create or augment unsafe 

traffic conditions between adjoining developments and the district as a whole. 

 

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that Special Permit Application #318 is hereby 

modified and granted subject to the foregoing and following stipulations, modifications and 

understandings: 

 

A. Construction shall be in accordance with the following plan: 

 Spring Grove Cemetery Columbarium Site Plan, by Environmental Land Solutions, 

LLC, scale as shown, dated 10.6.2020. 



PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION 

ADOPTED RESOLUTION 

SPECIAL PERMIT APPLICATION #318 

SPRING GROVE CEMETERY ASSOCIATION, 41 HECKER AVENUE 

DECEMBER 1, 2020 

PAGE 3 
 

 

B. During construction, the applicant shall utilize sediment and erosion controls shown on the plan 

and as may be necessary due to site conditions.  These controls shall be installed and maintained 

to minimize any adverse impacts during the construction and until the area has been revegetated 

or restablilized.  The Planning and Zoning Department shall be notified prior to commencement 

of work and immediately after the sedimentation and erosion controls are in place.  The staff 

will inspect the erosion controls to make sure that they are sufficient.  All erosion control 

measures must be maintained until the disturbed areas are stabilized.  

 

C. In evaluating this application, the Planning and Zoning Commission has relied on information 

provided by the applicant.  If such information subsequently proves to be false, deceptive, 

incomplete and/or inaccurate, the Commission reserves the right, after notice and hearing, to 

modify, suspend, or revoke the permit as it deems appropriate.   

 

D. The granting of this approval does not relieve the applicant of the responsibility for complying 

with all other applicable rules, regulations and codes of the Town, State, or other regulating 

agency.  A Zoning and Building Permit is required for the construction of the columbaria.  

Separate Permits will be required if they are constructed at separate times. 

 

E. This permit shall be subject to the provisions of Section 1009 of the Darien Zoning Regulations, 

including but not limited to, implementation of construction of the first columbarium in 

accordance with the approved plan within one (1) year of this action (December 1, 2021).  The 

other three columbaria may be constructed over a five-year period – between December 1, 2020 

and December 1, 2025.  This may be extended as per Sections 1009 of the Regulations. 

 

All provisions and details of the plan shall be binding conditions of this action, and such approval 

shall become final upon compliance with these stipulations and the signing of the final documents 

by the Chairman.  A Special Permit form shall be filed in the Darien Land Records prior to the 

issuance of the Zoning & Building Permit for the first columbarium. 

 
Resolut\sp\41 Hecker Avenue Spring Grove 


